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“Global Historical Sociology is a virtuoso guide to bringing ‘the
global in’ to the understanding of political and social history.
This collection is a compelling, agenda-setting statement for both
historical sociology and international relations. The editors, Julian
Go and George Lawson, advance a persuasive theoretical case for this
shared project, while the individual contributors dive more deeply into
questions of empire, capitalism, and global modernity in chapters that
are exemplars of historically-engaged social analysis.”
Elisabeth S. Clemens, William Rainey Harper Professor of Sociology,
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“Edited volumes don’t always make much sense. This one does. It
advances comparative historical sociology in a major way by drawing
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This is a new agenda, not to be missed.”
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“In Global Historical Sociology, Go and Lawson have brought
together in mutual conversation an impressive array of historical
sociologists and International Relations scholars, all advancing the
shared cause of global history. There is no doubt in my mind that this
will become the go-to text for all IR scholars interested in historical
sociology (and vice versa) for many years to come.”

Ayse Zarakol, Reader in International Relations, Emmanuel College,
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Global Historical Sociology

Bringing together historical sociologists from Sociology and International
Relations, this collection lays out the international, transnatonal, and
global dimensions of social change. It reveals the shortcomings of existing
scholarship and argues for a deepening of the “third wave” of historical
sociology through a concerted treatment of transnational and global
dynamics as they unfold in, and through, time. The volume combines
theoretical interventions with in-depth case studies. Each chapter moves
beyond binaries of “internalism” and “externalism,” offering a relational
approach to a particular thematic: the rise of the West, the colonial
construction of sexuality, the imperial origins of state formation, the
global origins of modern economic theory, the international features of
revolutionary struggles, and more. By bringing this sensibility to bear on a
wide range of issue-areas, the volume lays out the promise of a truly global
historical sociology.

Julian Go is Professor of Sociology at Boston University. He is author of
American Empire and the Politics of Meaming (2008) and Parterns of
Empire: The British and American Empires, 1688 to the Present
(Cambridge University Press, 2011).
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the London School of Economics and Political Science. His books
include The Global Transformation with Barry Buzan (Cambridge
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Czech Republic, South Africa and Chile (2005).
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Introduction: For a Global Historical
Sociology

FJulian Go and George Lawson

Why Global Historical Sociology?’

Would it be an exaggeration to claim that there has been a “global”
revolution in the social sciences? Witness, in disciplinary history, the
rise of “global history” and “transnational history.”? Ever since Akira
Iriye’s (1989) call for historians “to search for historical themes and
conceptions that are meaningful across national boundaries,” historians
have institutionalized transnational history as a prominent subfield, one
that can be seen in journals, books, conferences, course offerings, and
job lines. Witness, too, the proliferation of “globalization” studies (e.g.,
Castells 1996; Held et al. 1999; Beck 2006; Beck 2012) and the attempt
to institutionalize a “global sociology” (Burawoy 2000; Burawoy 2008),
moves intended to explore new cosmopolitan identities and trace social
processes at transnational and global scales (also see Wallerstein 2001).
Consider finally the discipline of International Relations (IR). For much
of its disciplinary history, IR has studied the workings of a small part of
the world (the West) through a relatively sparse analytical lens (the
“states under anarchy” problematique). In recent years, IR scholarship
has begun to make clear the ways in which the emergence of the discipline

! For helpful comments and suggestions on this Introduction, we thank the volume con-
tributors and especially Julia Adams, who also helped secure some of the funding for our
meeting at Yale. We also thank two anonymous reviewers for CUP, as well as Colin Beck,
Craig Calhoun, Elisabeth Clemens, Jack Goldstone, Janice Bially Mattern, Gagan Sood,
Nicholas Wilson, and commentators and audiences at sessions on the paper at the 2014
Social Science History Association meetings (Chicago), the 2015 International Studies
Association meetings (New Orleans), the 2015 British International Studies Association
Meetings (LLondon), and the 2015 Northeast Regional ISA meetings (Providence). For
funding the meetings at LSE and Yale, we thank Boston University’s College of Arts &
Sciences, the International Relations Department at the LSE, and the Kempf Fund of
Yale University.

Although distinctions can be drawn between these two enterprises (e.g., Zimmerman
2013), we see the turn to global history and transnational history as representing a single
movement in that both situate themselves in opposition to “internalism” and “methodo-
logical nationalism.” These terms are defined below.

N



2 Julian Go and George Lawson

was intimately associated with issues of colonial management (e.g.,
Vitalis 2010, 2016), the diverse range of polities that constitute the
international system (e.g., Phillips and Sharman 2015), and the myriad
of social forces, from market exchanges to cultural flows, that make up
“the international” (e.g., Hobson, Lawson and Rosenberg 2010).
The academy’s most overtly “international” discipline is finally going
“global” (Tickner and Blaney eds. 2012).

The essays in this collection join and advance this revolution. But they do
so from a particular standpoint: “Global Historical Sociology” (GHS).
By “Global Historical Sociology” we mean the study of two interrelated
dynamics: first, the rransnational and global dynamics that enable the emer-
gence, reproduction, and breakdown of social orders whether these orders
are situated at the subnational, national, or global scales;” and second, the
historical emergence, reproduction, and breakdown of transnational and
global social forms. The first of these dynamics provides the “global” in our
enquiry; the second constitutes the “historical sociology.” While historical
sociology is a long-established interdisciplinary field concerned with incor-
porating temporality in the analysis of social processes, we conceive global
historical sociology as the study of the rransnational and global features of
these processes. Such features vary widely, ranging from the global
dynamics of capitalist accumulation to the role of transnational ideologies
and social movements in fostering change within and across state borders —
to many things besides. With this emphasis on the transnational and global,
Global Historical Sociology as an intellectual project emerges from the
subfield of historical sociology even as it seeks to extend it.

The motivation behind our attempt to advance Global Historical
Sociology is clear: it s, quite simply, zo keep up with the world.* After decades
(or more) of globalization, and centuries of imperial formations before that,
we are far from a world — if we ever inhabited one — when social science
could attend dutifully to issues only “at home”; that is, in the sequestered
sites of our particular territories. It took a special form of parochial vanity to
imagine that historical development arose from the endogenous character-
istics of a handful of powerful polities. Recent historical work has done

% Once again, although transnational and global are not synonyms, we treat them as part of
a single field of enquiry in that they are both concerned with connections that do not take
place solely within states. The same is true for the term “international.” In broad terms,
“international” refers to relations between social orders (which are not limited to nation-
states), “transnational” means transboundary relations across social sites, and “global” is
an encompassing term that denotes interconnectedness and spatially expansive social
relations.

Itis telling that, according to figures from the American Sociological Association, job lines
in “comparative-historical sociology” are few and far between, while job lines in “transna-
tional and global” areas are rising — and fast.
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