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Preface

A. A Course in Scientific Chinese is designed for foreign stud-
ents who have completed Introductory Chinese and who
will major in various special fields in science and technolo-
gy. After completing the course, the students will have
a command of basic linguistic knowledge and a communi-
cative competence, and will be able to study elementary
courses in universities of science and technology in China.
This material can also be used as a teach-yourself course
for any foreigner who wishes to learn scientific Chinese.

B. 4 Course in Scientific Chinese consists of four course books:
Listening and Speaking (in two volumes), Reading Com-
prehension (in two volumes), Listening Comprehension, and
Listening Comprehension Workbook. The total vocabulary
covered is approximately 2,000 words.

Listening and Speaking provides necessary explana-
tions on language and many listening and speaking exer-
cises to train the learner’s speaking ability.

Reading Comprehension aims at improving reading com-
prehension and speed.

Listening Comprehension aims at building and improv-
ing listening comprehension ability. Accompanying it is
a Listening Comprehension Workbook,



The complete course includes three different classes —
listening and speaking, reading comorehension, and
listening comprehension. Listening and speaking is the
major course and therefore should be employed a bit earlier
than the reading comprehension and listening comprehen-
sion parts which act as closely related supplements.
Principles of Compiling the Course
a. Emphasis on practicality
Our goal is a clear-cut course tailored to meet learn-
ers’ communication needs in the study of their special
disciplines in science and technology.
b. A combination of structural, situational, and func-
tional aproaches
We have attempted to combine and utilize the strengths
of these three approaches in compiling this course.
¢. Emphasis on four language skills
We train the learners in the four language skills —
listening, speaking, reading, and writing — separately,
and thus offer the above mentioned course books.
d. Emphasis on scientific Chinese
We try to reflect the features of scientific Chinese —
precise concepts, compact structure, and clearly ar-
ranged and well-knit ideas.
A Course in Scientific Chinese has been compiled and re-
vised according to a syllabus worked out by all the compil-
ers in cooperation. The division of labour for compila-
tion is as follows:

Chief Editor;



Du Houwen

Listening and Speaking;

Du Houwen, Sheng Yan, Ji Xiuging, Wen Jie

Reading Comprehension:

Huang Zhen ying, Chen Yongde

Listening Comprehension and Listening Comprehen-

sion Workbook:

Han Yufang, Li Juangin, Guo Jingu

English translators:

Zhang Zhanyi, Tan Jingxun
We have tried our best to incorporate the Beijing Language
Institute’s experiences gained over many years of compil-
ing Chinese teaching materials.
Apart from the compilers mentioned above, Qiu Yan-
qing and Wan Zhimin also joined the revision of this course.
Our thanks to Li Jinghui, Cheng Meizhen, Cheng Tang,
Zhao Jinming, and Li Zhu who have carefully read the print-
ed draft and who have made many useful comments.

The Compilers
July 1987



Compilers’ Note

Reading Comprehension is part of A Course in Scientific
Chinese. It aims at building students’ reading ability, at
helping them review and consolidate what is taught in Lis-
tening and Speaking, and at enlarging their vocabulary.
Reading Comprehension consists of 72 lessons included in
two volumes. All regular lessons have two texts, Text(I)
and Text (I1). Review lessons have only one text.

Text (I) is an intensive reading text which aims at de-
veloping students’ skills in analytical reading. Students
are required not only to grasp the content of the text but
also to master the key words and important grammatical
structures in it.

Text (II) is an extensive reading text which aims at
sharpening the learners’ speed reading skills, including skim-
ming and scanning.

Students are expected to remember the new words
appearing in Text (I), but they are not required to memorize
those in Text (II).

Grammatical points in Reading Comprehension are
explained in the same order in which they appear in List-
ening and Speaking. A brief note has been provided for
each of the essential grammar points to aid students in
understanding the texts.

Appropriate exercises serving to check the students’
reading speed and comprehension accompany each text.

The Compilers

July 1987
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