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Foreword

This series of CosuiLp Vocabulary Builders is intended to help learners
improve their knowledge of the most frequent words in English. The
exercises are derived from the definitions and examples in the Collins
CosuiLp English Dictionary, but the author, Jim Lawley, has reworked the
material in a novel and appealing way. We are all familiar with dictionaries
as reference books, but they can ie so much more than that; here the
material from the dictionary is used for the active learning of key
vocabulary items. By working out the missing words in the definitions for
themselves, and by checking their answers later, students will find it easier
to r((eimember not just the meaning of a word but also how it is typically
used.

It is well known that coBUILD publications use only real examples; here, new
examples from The Bank of English have been added to those from the
dictionary in order to increase the information available to the user.

The idea behind the books is based partly on recent pedagogical theory,
although the author's implementation of the theory in this way is new. [
hope that people using these boaks will enjoy learning from them. Please
write or e-mail me with any comments or suggestions about how to
improve these, or any other coBuuD publications.

Gwyneth Fox (Editorial Director)
COBUILD

University of Birmingham Research Park
Vincent Drive

Birmingham B15 25Q

e-mail; editors@cobuild.collins.co.uk
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Introduction

This book is one of a series of four books which will help you to understand
and use the 700 or so most frequent words in the English language. These
words are very, very important because they account for nearly 70 per cent
of everything that is said and written in English. Some of them combine
into phrases (e.g. ‘of course’ and ‘no longer’) and phrasal verbs (e.g. 'get up’
and ‘bring on’), most of them have more than one meaning, and all of them
are used by native speakers every day - again and again. Being good at
English means being good at using these words. In the Collins Cosurnp
English Dictionary these words appear with five black diamonds (s eeee) to
show how important they are. In this book, you will find them listed on
pages 111-115. By the time you have worked through these four books you
will understand these 'five-diamond’ words much better and you should be
able to use them correctly and naturally whenever you need to.

How to use this book

"There are 55 units in this book. Each unit takes up two facing pages, and is
divided into eight separate items indicated by the letters A to H. Each unit is
concerned with a particular topic, e.g. ‘Talking about People’, ‘Everyday
Situations’, ‘Body and Health', and each of the items looks at a different
five-diamond word connected with that topic.

T see how each iter works, look at this example, which focuses on the
word *know’. The following text is taken from the first (left-hand) page of
the vnit:

She'd known fer husband Jor four years before their wedding.
We all know each other quite well.

If &oﬁ know someone, you are familiar with them because you
have . them and talked to them before.

"
Here. then, you see two examples of the verb ‘know’ in use and then a
definition of the verb ‘know’ without one of its words. The place where the
missing word goes is indicated by an underlined space (). The
rest of the page consists of another seven words treated in the same way -
that is, examples of each word in use followed by its definition from which
oneword is missing.

The second (right-hand) page of the unit treats the same eight words ina
shghtly different way. In the case of the verb ‘know’, for example, on the
second page you find:

A Hyou_ someone, you are familiar with them becausge
you have met them and talked to them before.

He doesn’t anybody in New York.



On the second page, then, it is the word being defined (in this case 'know’)
which is omitted from the definition and the example (or examples —
sometimes there is more than one). So, using this book is easy:

* The words which are missing on the first page of the unit can be found
on the second page; the words which are missing on the second page
can be found on the first page.

* You simply fill in the eight gaps on the first page; then check your
answers by looking at the second page.

* Later, you fill in the gaps on the second page and check your answers
by looking at the first page.

[n fact, we suggest you study each unit in four stages:

1) Look at the first page of the unit. Remember that the main aim of this
page is to test your understanding of the eight werds. Read the examples
and the definition of each word and try to decide what the word missing
from each definition is. If you can’t think of the answer straight away, you
can try and find itin the lists on pages 111-117. Next, check your answers
by locking at the definitions of the words on the second page of the unit.
{The definitions appear in a different order on the second page so that you
do not see the answer by accident before you want to.) In the case of ‘know’
above, for example, the missing word is ‘met’. The missing word is often
also a five-diamond word, and is usually, too, the only word which sounds
completely natural in this context. If this is the word you thought of -
excellent. If you have thought of a different word which means the same {or
nearly the same) as the word given on the second page of the unit, then at
least you can feel satisfied that you have understood the definition.
However, there will usually be good reasons why the word you have chosen
is not quite the best answer. For instance, in the following item:

We need to do something about the safety of our children.

If you do something about a problem, you take action in order
totry and it :

you might want ta fill the space with a verb such as ‘stop’ or ‘prevent’.
Either of these would produce a perfectly grammatical English sentence,
and the resulting definition would come very close to the actuat meaning of
‘about’. However, the English verb that is most typically used when you are
talking about stopping or preventing problems is ‘solve’, and this is the
word you will find in the corresponding definition on the right-hand page.

A Ifyou do something a problem, you take action in
order totry and solve it.

Even when we knew it was wrong we still did nothing
it.



Ses, your Fnglish will improve even more if, in time, you can succeed in
giving the same answer as the book - that is, the word on the second page.

irvsome left-hand page definitious, vou will find two {or occasionally more)
SLACES!

£ ! pointed at the boy sitting nearest me.

e He pointed to a chair, signalling for her to sit.
If you point at someone, you holdoutyour _ _ towards
them in order to show sumegne else where they are. If you point
at something, youhold sut yoar _____ _ towards it to make

somesne notice it.

[ woke wepr o the middie of the night.
It was now the middle of November,

The middle of an eyent or period of time is the parnt that comes
o the first partand _ thie last part.

p
FENE]

Sometimes, it is the same word which fits both spaces; in other cases two
different words are required, usually two words that are closely related io
each other. 1t should not be too difficult for you to decide whether you have
1o put the same word or different words in the two spaces. For instance, in
item D) above you need the word ‘finger’ for both spaces, and in item E you
1-eed “after” for the first space and ‘before’ for the second.

(2) A day v two fater, study the second page of the unit. This page tests your
ability to prodicce the eight words or phrases highlighted on the first page.
Remenner sinve they are treated in a different order on this page, you can
besure that & s not the position of the definition on the page which will
suggest the answes. Read the definitions and examples and try to decide
which is the werd (or phrasej which is missing from each definition and its
following example (or examples). Check your answer by looking back at the
definition en the first page of the unit. For example, in the first item we
!noked at af the beginning of this Introduction:

A you . someone, you are familiar with them because
you have met them and talked to them before. g
Hedoesn't _. anybody in Net York.

the word missing from the definition and the example s, of course, ‘know’ -
the word you can find in the definition on the previous page.

As with the items on the left-hand page, there is usually only one common
word which fills the gap satisfactorily. Take a look at the following
definitions and examples:



B ifitisyour ___magame,itisyourtumtogo“
something, for example to play a card or move a pxeee

I'm two behind but it's your

F A person, thing, or amount of something is not large
in physical size. -
Stick themon usinga______~ __ amount of glue.

In item B, the word you will find on the left-hand page is ‘go’. Although
‘turn’ means the same as 'go’ in this context, and also sounds natural, the
fact that it is already included in the definition tells you that it is not the
answer required. In itemn F, the only word thats sounds completely natural
is ‘small’ - and that is the word you will find on the previous page. Although
‘little’ means almost the same, the phrase ‘a little amount of sounds
unnatural.

Note that, in the right-hand page definitions and examples, a single
underlined space often represents two or more words which are used
together, or a whole phrase (whereas on the left-hand page, it is always a
single word). In a few instances, you will find more than one space ina
right-hand page definition or example, as in the following item:

D When you things or you
., You put away the things that you have been using,
especially for eating or cooking.
s that stuff __ will you, Jim?
1 was helping Mrs. Blount ___ the things
[from the table. g

The reason there are so many spaces in this item is that you are being asked
to supply the phrasal verb ‘clear away’, and the two parts of the verb can be
separated from each other in the sentence. The only way to show this is to
have separate spaces for ‘clear’ and ‘away’.

(3) The examples of the words on both the left- and the right-hand pages
have been chosen from among hundreds and hundreds of instances of each
five-diamond word taken from books, newspapers, magazines, radio
programmes, and everyday conversations. The examples chosen show
typical grammatical patterns, typical vocabulary, and typical contexts. So
the time spent studying them will be time well-spent. Here are some
suggestions which may help you focus on the way these words are used:

® Read the examples out loud, perhaps trying to say them in the way you
imagine they may have been originally said.

il



¢ Look up the meaning of any unfamiliar words in the examples, ina
coBuILD dictionary.

* Translate some of the examples into your language. Then wait a day or
so-before trying to translate them back into English.

(4) Make a note of the days when you have studied the unit and the words
you have found difficult. After a while return to the unit and study it again.
The more often you return to the unit, the easier you will find it. Good luck!

Jim Lawley
Avila 1996
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Communication: 1

I have fust met the man [ want to spend the rest of my life with.
We met by chance.

If you meet someone, you happen to be in the same place as them
and start ____ to them. You may know the other person, but
be surprised to see them. or you may not know them atall.

* Please read the full competition rules on page 179 before entering.

The numbers she put on the chart were 98.4, 64, and 105.

If there is somethingon apieceof _______ it has been writtenor
printed there.

He speaks with a lisp.
I rang the hotel and spoke to Louie.
She cried when she spoke of Oliver.

When you speak, you use your voice in order to __ -
something.

The book is clear, readable and adequately illustrated.
The space telescope has taken the clearest pictures ever of Pluto.

Something that is clearis__ to understand, see, or hear.

In the evening | returned 1o tell Phyllis our relationship was over.
I called Andie to tell her how spectacular the stuff looked.
Her voice breaking with emotion, she told him: ‘It doesn't seem fair.’

If you tell someone something, you give them

The words of the young woman doctor echoed in his ears.
He looked exhausted and sounded like he was reading someone else’s
words.

Someone’s words are what they say or .
Rachel already knows as many words in German as she does in
English.

Her new classmates knew no Latin.

If you know a language, you have it and can understand
it.
Stella knew what he meant by ‘start again’.

If you say what someone by a particular word or
expn;ssmn. you are saying what they intend the word or expression
to refer to.
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Communication: 1

Something thatis _________is easy to understand. see, or hear.

He repeated his answer, this timeina __ _ __, firm tone of voice.
Ifyou _ ____alanguage, you have learnt it and can understand
it.

It helps to ___ French and Creole if you want to understand
some of the lyrics.

Ifyou _someone something, you give them information.
Claire had made me promise to her the truth.

. us about your moment on the summit.

If you ____ someone, you happen to be in the same place as
them and start talking to them. You may know the other person, but
be surprised to see them, or you may not know them at all.

I never believed 1 would such a charming and sophisti-
cated man.

Whenyou » YOU use your voice in order to say something,

He tried to . but for once, his voice had left him.
She says she must with you at once.

If you say what someone means ___ __ a particular word or
expression, you are saying what they intend the word or expression
to refer to.

You're unbelievably lucky'—'What doyoumean ________ that?’

If there is something _apiece of paper, it has been written
or printed there.

How does a poem change when you read it out loud as opposed to it
being the page?

Someone’s are what they say or write.
Allied military leaders have said they want actions, not
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Everyday Situations: 1

They have to get up earfy in the morning.
When you get up, you ge:t cut of
You can’t see colours at nighi.

I saw a man making his way towards me.
She can see, hear, touch, smell, and taste.

When you see something, you notice it using your

A cup of black tea or black coffee contains no calories.

Black coffee or tea has no . . orcream added toiit.

A lot of the money that you pay at the cinema goes back to the film
distributors.
Players should be alloued to earn money from advertising.

Money is the coins or bank notes that youuseto things,
or the sum that you have in a bank account.

[ keep forgetting it'’s December.
I turned back after a while, but he kept walking.

If you keep doing something, you do it repeatedlyor o
do it. If someone or something keeps you doing something, they
causeyouto doitrepeatedlyorto =~ _ todoit.

I'lost my keys.

I had to go back for my checkup; they'd lost my X-rays.

if you lose something, you do not ___ _ where it is, for
example because you have forgotten where you put it.

The shower is easy to install.
I€’s easy to get a seat at the best shows in town.

If a job or action is easy, you can do it without difficulty or effort,
because it is not complicated and causesno

Mama made him clean up the plate.
All non-payers of poll tax will be traced and made to pay.

If you make someone dosomething,you =~ themtodoit
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Everyday Situations: 1

- is the coins or bank nates that you use to buy things, or
the sum that you have in a bank account.

She probably had more ___. but she didn’t spend it.
... discounts and ____ saving offers.

If a job or actionis __ __, you can do it without difficulty or
effort, because it is not complicated and causes no problems.

This is not an _ task.

The home is situated within ____ _ access of shops and other
facilities.

Ifyou doing something, you do it repeatedly or continue
to do it. If someone or something . ...___you doing something,
they cause you to do it repeatedly or to continue to do it.

I will let you have my answer tomoerrow.  wont __________ you
waiting,

When you _ , you get out of bed.

He used to _____ about seven, have some toast and coffee and

then sit down to read the papers.

coffee or tea has no milk or cream added.

I drink coffee ______ .
If you _ someone do something, you force them to do it.
You can't __ medo anything.

When you _ something, you notice it using your eyes.

Onecould __ ___ that the dress had been carefully starched.
Did you ___ what happened?

If you __ .. something, you do not know where it is, for
example because you have forgotten where you put it.

Bess didn't _ —.._ the compass. Néd saw Paula take it out of
Bess’s pocket
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Grammar Words: 1

A waiter came and hovered. John caught my look and we both got up
and, ignoring the waiter, made our way to the buffet.

You use the at the beginning of noun groups to refer to someone or
something that you have _____ mentioned or identified.

People who can't afford to go to the theatre or concerts can afford to go
ta football matches.

We cannot buy food, clothes and pay for rent and utilities on $20 a
week.

You use cannot to indicate that someone is not _ todo
something because circumstances make it impossible for them to do
it.

Iinvited him back to my flat for a coffee.
John's my best friend.

A speaker or writer uses my to indicate that something e
or relates to himself or herself.

The problem and the answer are very simple.
It is very, very strong evidence indeed.
I'm very sorry.

Very is used to give to an adjective or adverb.

T waved goodbye and went down the stone harbour steps.

You use and to link two statements about events when one of the
events ___theother,

I have never lost the weight [ put on in my teens.
Never had he been so free of worry.
That was a mistake. We'll never do it again.

Never means at __timein thepastorat__ _timein

the future.

He could never quite remember all our narnes.
He lives in Rapid City, South Dakota.

You use he to refer to a . boy, or male animal.

Lintle traffic was 1o be seen on the streets.

You can say that something is to be seen, heard, or found in a
particular place to mean that people ___ _____See it, hear it, or
find it in that place.



Grammar Words: 1

is used to give emphasis to an adjective or adverb.

They are getting the hang of it quickly.

Thankyou ________ much. '

The men were ____ ___ much like my father.

Youuse ____ torefertoaman, boy, or male animal.

Rex did all sorts of tricks. Tcriedwhen________ died.

Youuse to link two statements about events when one of
the events follows the other.

He asked for ice for his whiskey __________ proceeded to get drunk.
You use at the beginning of noun groups to refer to

someone or something that you have already mentioned or ident-
ified.

Sixof _ _____ 38 people were Soviet citizens.

A speaker or writer uses to indicate that something
belongs or relates to himself or herself.

I received a bill for the car rental from credit card
company.

understanding was that we'd meet at her place.

You can say that something is seen, heard, or found ina
particular place to mean that people can see it, hear it, or find it in
that place.

They are found all over the world.

You use to indicate that someone is not able to do
something because circumstances make it impossible for them to do
it.

She sleep and the pain is often so bad she wants to scream.

means at no time in the past or at no time in the future.

say that. , do you hear?
He was really healthy.
Thisis Io happen again.
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Essential Words: 1

1 started 10 follow him up the stairs.
It was 1956 when Susanna started the work on the garden.
She started cleaning the kitchen.

.f you start to do something, you do something that you were not
doingbeforeandyou _ _ doingit

Pat refused to give her any information about Sarah.
Each centre would provide information on technology and training.
For further information contact the number below.

Information about someone or something consists of ____
about them.

1don’t like myself without a beard.
She wore a brown shirt pressed without a wrinkle.

You use without to indicate that someone or something does not
_______orusethe thing mentioned.

The Pike lives mainly in large rivers and lakes.

In the largest room about a dozen children and seven aduits are sitting

on the carpet.

A large thing or person is greater in ______ than usual or
average.

Nora thought he was seventeen years old.
The storm is thought to be responsible for as many as four deaths.

If you say that you think that something is true or will happen, you
mean that you have the impression that it is true or will happen,
although you are not ______ofthefacts.

I like your interpretation better than the one I was taught.
I'd like nothing better than to join you girls.

If you like one thing better than another, you likeit .

The boys were getting bored.

There’s no point in getting upset.

You use get with adjectives to mean‘_ ". For example, if
someone gets cold, they ___cold, and if they get angry, they
. angry.

The £5 banknote was first issued at the end of the 18th century.
The report is expected by the end of the year.

The end of something such as a period of time, an event, a book, ora
filmisthe =~ partofit or the final point in it.



