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Unit 1

How to Be a Good Bilingual Teacher

| Starter Activities

1.1 Look at the pictures. Which of these people would you like to have
as your teacher? Why or Why Not?

1.2 Look at the quality list of a good bilingual teacher below, and rank
them in order -of importance.

A good bilingual teacher.

—_ Is fluent in two languages ( e. g. Chinese and English )
__ knows when to shift between languages
__ works hard to remain up-to-date in his or her subject.
__is able to maintain discipline and order.

1
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___openly admits his mistakes or that he does not know something.

___makes the students work hard and sets high standards.

__is friendly and helpful to his or her colleagues.

__uses good teaching methods and materials to make his or her lessons interesting.
__helps the students become independent and organize their own learning.

Now sit in groups of 4, each member calls out his ranking of the qualities, and
then discuss in turn each quality, giving evamples to back up your statements.

1.3 Look at the following list of suggestions for teaching with excellence and
reorder the list based upon the importance of your own teaching experience.

( o Discussing points of view other than your own 1
e Discussing recent developments
¢ Giving references
e Emphasizing conceptual understanding
e Explaining clearly
e Being well prepared
e Giving lectures that are easy to outline
® Suminarizing major points
o Identifying what you consider Important
e Encouraging class discussion
e Inviting students to share their knowledge and experiences
o Inviting criticism of your own ideas
¢ Knowing if the class is understanding you
e Having students apply concepts
| * Giving personal help to students J

Now Compare your ordering with a partner, explain your reasons. Can
you think of other issues that are also important for a good bilingual teacher?

1.4 Please put the other issues that are also important for a good
bilingual teacher in the table below and explain to your partner why you
think so. One example is given.
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Motivating students’ Best Work

Il What to Know: Teacher’s Personality, Attitudes and Roles

2.1 Listening

2.1.1 Listen to the lecture about personality structure and fill in the
bubbles and boxes while you are listening.

Although we do not have all the answers, the prevailing theories suggest
that personality structure can be understood from the standpoint of three

elements: determinants, stages and traits.

a) By what factors is personality defined and determined?

Blological
factors

AL

3
L N

@
P

i
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b)What are the personality stages?

and evolve
through _

¢) What are the personality traits?

Surface traits Source traits
I Ay "~
2.2 Reading

2.2.1 Read the passage below and fill in the grid according to the article.

Teacher Teaching Effect on Teacher | Effect on students
attitudes | belief behavior behavior '
Knowledge is
truth

According to the theory of educational psychology, the personal side of teaching
4
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involves teacher attitudes in three general areas:
(1) attitudes about teaching and learning,

(2) attitudes towards students, and

(3) attitudes towards self.

Teacher attitudes towards learning sometimes harden into the belief that
knowledge is truth; with this belief teachers expect students to look for the
single correct answer to the problems posed in the classroom. Teachers’
conceptual level influences how they teach. Teachers at a low conceptual level
tend to be more authoritarian than teachers at higher levels and the former use a
single method of teaching with all students.

Teacher attitudes towards students also influence teaching style. A review of
recent research documents shows the wide variety of student characteristics that
“cause” teachers to treat some students negatively, reducing the possibility of
academic achievement. Student social class, race, rearing in a single-parent
family, temperament, gender, and academic achievement are among the
important factors that influence teacher attitudes.

The attitudes towards self of teachers are also important. Teachers have
views of themselves and their roles that influence their classroom behavior.
Teachers cannot be value-free in their interaction with students. They must strive
to incorporate in their teaching a model designed to promote growth both in
subject matter competency and in the values needed for future citizenship in
society.
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2.2.2 The following is a mixed list of teacher attitudes towards teaching
and learning derived from the three-stage conceptual level (CL) model by
David Hunt. Go through the list and choose 5 statements that best reflect
your attitudes towards teaching and learning.

employ a single “tried and true” method

separate facts, opinions, and theories about teaching and learning
understand knowledge as a process of successive approximation
show strong evidence of concrete thinking

give evidence of teaching for generalization as well as skills
recognize that today’s theories may be tomorrow’s anachronisms
exhibit compliance as a learner and expect the same from students
is comfortable in applying all appropriate teaching models

is very uncomfortable with ambiguous assignments

show sensitivity to students’emotional needs

foster an intensive questioning approach with students

enjoy highly structured activities for self and for students

show some evidence of systematic “matching and mismatching”

Y

exhibit careful evaluations based on objective criteria according to the
level of assignments

{ show evidence of originality in adapting innovations to the classroom

e

Give yourself 1 point each for items a, d, g, j, m; give yourself 2 points
each for items b, e, h, k, n; and give yourself 3 points each for items ¢, f, i,
|, 0. Sum your scores and interpret them as follows:

5—8 = stage A teacher, inflexible, dependent, less competent
9—14 = stage B teacher, flexible, care for students, competent
15 = stage C teacher, original, very flexible and competent

2.3 Teacher’s Roles

The following diagram shows the possible roles of a good bilingual subject
teacher.
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controller participant manager

director —— Teacher

—— friend

\

facilitator guide assessor consultant

Discuss with your partner your understanding or experience of such

multiple roles as a bilingual subject teacher. What roles are more difficult to

play in your situation?

Ill  What to Do. Engaging
Students in Activities

3.1 Encouraging class
atmosphere is very important. A
good bilingual subject teacher has
the ability to arouse students’
motivation and creativity. The
following are some suggestions for
you to notice:

e Make sure that you do not show
favouritism towards particular
students.

e Plan clearly what you are going to

think you have the class.

Provide opportunities for the
students to talk and listen to each
other rather than all
communication being between you
and them.

Always give students latest
information and keep arousing
students’ interests in class

Bear in mind that learning is not
taught but by doing, and thus it is
very important to ask students to
solve problems both in and out of
class.

Now discuss in pairs o) ways

do in each lesson, but do not stick
so rigidly to it that you disallow
even valid interruptions.

Tell the students what you want to
achieve in the lesson and then, at
the end, say how successful you

you used before to motivate students;
b) ways you may adopt to keep up
students interest; c¢) bilingual
teaching . motivating or de-motivating
students? d) how much English you
speak in a bilingual class? and why?



