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True Colors is a complete and articulated six-level
adult or young adult course in English as a foreign
language. Fach book is intended to be completed
in a period of 60 to 90 class hours. There are two
reasons why this course is entitted True Colors. It
presents the true voice of the native speaker of
American English, and it systematically teaches
students to communicate in their own words—to
let their true colors shine through.

Focus and Approach

True Colors is a highly communicative
international course enhanced by strong tour-
skills support, including an enriched and skills-
based listening strand and an abundance of
games, info-gaps, and other interactive activities.
Short, integrated social language and grammar
lessons within each unit ensure concentrated oral
practice and production. Triee Colors takes into
account different learning and teaching styles. [t
incorporates task-based strategies and is centered
on the well-known tact that practice in each skill
area enhances mastery of the others.

A major innovation of the True Colors series is
to systematically build students’ ability to present
their own ideas, opinions, and feelings—both
accurately and confidently. For this reason, every
activity leads students to gain ownership of the
language, progressively moving them away from
models to express thoughts in their own words
and to improvise based on what they know.

True Colors caretully distinguishes between
receptive and productive language. [t consistently
presents language in the receptive mode before—and
at a slightly higher difticulty level than—the
productive mode. Research has shown that students
are more successful when they become familiar with
new language before having to produce it. Therefore,
True Colors presents EFL students with an abundance
of both receptive and productive models, combining
exposure and practice for increased understanding
and attainable mastery.

True Colors is specifically designed for use by

students who rarely encounter English outside of
class. The course is built around a wealth of
speaking and reading models of the true voice of
the American speaker and includes numerous
authentic readings from English-language
newspapers, encyclopedias, magazines, books, and
poetry. This refreshing change trom “textbook
English™ is essential for students who have limited
access to real native speech and writing.

Because international students do not have the
opportunity to speak to native speakers on a regular
basis, Triw Colors does not present activities such as
interviewing native speakers or watching TV in
English. [nstead, the course serves as a replacement
for immersion in an English-speaking environment,
making the classroom itself a microcosm of the
English-speaking world. The goal and promise of
True Colors is to prepare students to move out of this
texthook and to understand, speak, read, and write
English in the real world.

Student Population

Book 1 of Tiue Colors is written for adult and young
adult talse beginners, Book 2 is written at a high-
beginning to low-intermediate level. Book 3 is at an
intermediate level, Book 4 is at a high-intermediate
level, and Book 5 concludes at an advanced level. The
Basic text is an alternative entry point for true
beginners or very weak false beginners.

Course Length

The True Colors student’s books are designed to
cover from 60 to 90 class hours of instruction.
Although cach student’s book is a complete course
in itself, giving presentation, practice, and
production of all tour skills, a tull complement of
supplementary components is available to further
expand the material.

Components of the Course

Student’s Book The student’s book is made up
of ten units and two review units, one coming
after Unit 5 and another coming atter Unit 10.



Teacher’s Edition The teacher’s edition is
interleaved with the full-color student’s book pages.
[t contains an introduction to the format and
approach of True Colors; page-by-page teaching
suggestions written especially for the teacher who
teaches outside an English-speaking country;
tapescripts for the audiocassettes or audio CDs; and
a complete answer key to the exercises in the
student’s book, workbook, and achtevement tests.

Teacher's Bonus Pack The Jeacher’s Bonus Pack is
a unique set of reproducible hands-on learning-
support activities that includes duplicating masters
that contain photo stories with empty speech balloons
tor oral and written improvisation; full-page art
tllustrations that recombine and recycle vocabulary,
grammar, and social language from many units;
learner-created grammar notes; and interactive
conversation cards for social language reinforcement.
The Teacher’s Bonus Pack contains an array of
opportunities to expand the student’s book and tailor
it to each classroom’s particular needs.

Workbook The workbook contains numerous
additional opportunities for written reinforcement
of the language taught in the student’s book. The
exercises in the workbook are suitable for
homework or for classwork.

Audiocassettes or Audio CDs The
audiocassettes or audio CDs contain all the
listening and reading texts, the conversations, the
vocabulary presentations, the Listening with a
Purpose texts, the Authentic Readings, and the
pronunciarion presentations and practices from the
student’s book. The cassettes and CDs provide space
for student practice and self-correction.

Videocassette The videocassette, True Voices,
contains a unique combination of controlled
dramatic episodes that support the social language
and grammar in the True Colors student’s book;
excerpts from real television broadcasts; and
authentic, unrehearsed discussions by ordinary
people on a variety ot subjects introduced in the
student’s book unit.

Video Workbook A video workbook enhances
comprehension and provides active language
practice and reinforcement of all social language
and grammar from the video.

Achievement Tests  Achicvement tests offer
opportunities for evaluation of student progress on
a unit-by-unit basis and provide a midterm and a
final test as well. In addition, a placement test is
available to aid in placing groups or individuals in

one of the six levels of True Colors: Basic, Book 1,
Book 2, Book 3, Book 4, or Book 5.

Student’s Book Unit Contents

Photo Story An illustrated conversation or story
provokes interest, provides enjoyment, and
demonstrates the use of target language in authentic,
natural speech. This rich model of real speech can be
presented as a reading or a listening. It is purposely
designed to be a slight step ahead of students’
productive ability because students can understand
more than they can produce, and the EFL student
needs abundant authentic models of native speech.

Comprehension  Activities based on the photo
story tocus on the key comprehension skills of factual
recall, confirmation of content, identifying main ideas,
inference and interpretation, and understanding
meaning from context. These activities can serve as
listening comprehension or reading comprehension
exercises. Additionally, students have an opportunity
to express personal opinions about an aspect of the
photo story or to retell the photo story to a partner, in
their own words.

Grammar and Meaning A reading or listening
text provides a richly contextualized presentation
of the unit’s grammar while introducing the theme
of the unit.

Comprehension  An exercise ensures
comprehension of the reading or listening focus
and prepares the way for the grammar presentation
to follow.

Granunar presentation A concise but clearly
explained presentation of the unit’s target grammar
provides rules for meaning and use as well as
representative examples that help all types of
students learn the grammar. The grammar
presentations anticipate the social language and
support the unit’s thematic focus. Grammar
therefore is never taught in isolation, but rather
forms a support for the social language and
thematic focus of the unit, giving the grammar
both meaning and purpose. To this end, grammar
exercises are set in a context that supports the
communicative focus of the unit.

Social Language Lessons Short, numbered
lessons form the social language core of each unit
of True Colors. Social language and grammar are
woven through each of these “mini-lessons”
through the following combination of
presentations and opportunities for practice:
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Conversation A short dialogue at the students’
productive level presents and models important
social language.

A major goal of True
Colors is to teach
students to improvise
based on the language
they already know. Improvisation is the “fifth
skill”—the one students need to master in order to
move out of the pages of a textbook and into the
real world. Improvise activities expand the
Conversation, allowing for personalization and
the incorporation of new contexts and situations.

Pronunciation Five of the ten units include a
pronunciation section that isolates an important
feature of the pronunciation or intonation of spoken
American English. The emphasis is on practice of
these features, and each is supported by recorded
examples on the audiocassettes or audio CDs.

Game or Inter-Action Fach unit contains at
least one interactive language activity that
activates grammar, social language, vocabulary, or
pronunciation.

Listening with a Purpose [n addition to the
other recorded texts in the unit, one or two
additional listening texts provide another receptive
model a step above students’ productive ability. A
three-step comprehension syllabus centers on three
essential listening skills—determining context,
focusing attention, and listening between the lines.

~ Through a unique and rigorous approach to listening

comprehension that is similar to the reading
comprehension skills of skimming, scanning, and
inferring, students build their ability to understand at
a level above what is normally expected of
intermediate-level students.

Authentic Reading Each unit provides
practice in reading authentic texts from a variety
of sources: newspapers, books, magazines,
brochures, poetry, and encyclopedias. Selections
are chosen to expand the thematic focus of the
unit, to provide material to support and motivate
discussion and writing, and to prepare students to
cope with authentic materials. Each authentic
reading is followed by further comprehension
practice in reading comprehension sub-skills.

This unique and exciting
culminating activity
systematically builds students’
ability to express their own

opinions, ideas, and feelings on a variety of topics.
Carefully designed questions provoke interest
without soliciting production above students’
level. Each Heart to Heart activity comes at a place
where students have had enough preparation for
success.

Vocabulary Vocabulary sections present
thematically related vocabulary to enhance

students’ discussions, interactions, and writings. The
words are presented in a variety of ways: through
pictures, with definitions, and through contextual
sentences. These presentations ensure
comprehension and provide students with a model
for defining and explaining new words in the future.

Speaking This full-page
1 illustration that ends each
S unit has been especially
drawn to elicit from students

all the language they have learned within the
unit—the vocabulary, the social language, the
grammar, and the thematic contexts. Students can
ask each other questions about the actions
depicted, make true and false statements about
what they see, create conversations for the
characters, tell stories about what is happening—
all IN THEIR OWN WORDS. All students,
regardless of ability, will succeed at their own
levels because what the students know how to say
has been included in the illustration. What they
don’t know how to say has been purposely left
out. Furthermore, because language learning is a
process of continuing activation, the In Your Own
Words illustrations include opportunities to
recycle and reuse vocabulary, grammar, and social
language from previous units as well.

Writing Writing activities in each unit
provide real and realistic writing tasks. At the
same time they offer practice in paragraph and
composition development that reinforces the
target language while providing additional
opportunities for personal expression.

Review Units These units are provided mid-
book, after Unit 5, and at the end. They provide
review, self-tests, extra classroom practice, and a
social language self-test.

Appendices The key vocabulary, verb charts,
adjective and adverb charts, and grammatical

terms are organized and presented at the end of
the book for easy reference and test preparation.

.
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never use the

name Gisele.

Wow, are you hard to
Uh-uh. | need

pleasel What's wrong

Well, Gisele'e
beautiful name,

with Gisele?

a more serious
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loved it ... that is, until |

name.




