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Expository Writing

The expository essay is written to explain or
inform. There are a variety of ways to
organize an expository essay, depending on
your purpose. The most common strategies
include development by example, definition,
comparison and contrast, division and
classification, process analysis, and causal
analysis.



College Life
WRITING STRATEGY:
Development by example

Objectives
The students are expected to:

a)

b)
c)

d)

e)

Suggested Teaching
Plan

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

g)

Understand the basic prin-
ciples of writing an exam-

College Life

ple/illustration essay ;
Learn to analyze a sample
example/illustration essay ;
Practice writing an exam-
ple/illustration essay ;
Learn to use appropriate
transitions” in an example/ Principles
illustration essay ;’

Learn to improve revision
skills.

P —

i

- WRITING STRATEGY | Development by example

In this unit, we will focus on the example/illustration
essay. This type of expository writing involves using
examples to support your general statement or explain
your idea:

= You may use relevant facts,

statistics,
Introduce students to the

basic principles of writing an
example/illustration essay.
Students are encouraged to
preview the principles pres-
ented at the beginning of
this unit before the class.
In class, the teacher may
help students recall and
make a list of principles
through  questions  and
answers.

Allow students five minutes
to read Sample A in class
and then use it as a model
to illustrate the principles
of the example/illustration
essay by reading the anno- N
tations on the essay in the “onet |

margin.

Have students read Sample

B and encourage them to apply the principles that they have learned to analyze the essay. Ask them to work in groups
of three or four to discuss the answers to Questions on content and structure and allow ten minutes for the group
work. Then, one member from each group should explain the group’s answers to the rest of the class.

For Task 2, class discussions are more effective if students have prepared for it before the class. The teacher may ask
students to work in groups outside class to write short compositions by using the topic-based vocabulary in the word
bank and read the compositions to the class.

For Task 3, the teacher can emphasize the importance of practice in helping students improve their writing skill. Give
them the freedom to select a topic in which they are truly interested and assign them to write their first example/
illustration essays outside the class.

For Task 4, the teacher may use the sample student essay to inform students of the basic revision skills and help
students approach the task of revision with a positive attitude — all good writers revise their essays by adding,
deleting, substituting, or reordering words, sentences, and paragraphs.

The teacher can arrange for a session to return students’ first example/illustration essays and explain the strengths and
weaknesses in the writing. Then, students can be required to revise their drafts outside the class.

personal experiences,

incidents, or
stories
to explain, illustrate, or support the point in your essay.
< The number of examples you use in an example essay depends on the topic of your
writing:
1. In some cases, you may find that a series of short examples fit your purpose,
illustrating clearly the idea you are presenting to your reader;
2. You may decide that two or three examples, explained in some detail, provide the
best support for your topic; or
3. You may also find that in some cases, one long, detailed example is more useful
than several shorter ones.
= To make the flow of thoughts smooth, you may use two ways to connect the
paragraphs:
1. Use transitional expressions;
2. Use repetition of key words and phrases.

Teacher's Manual |
Unit1 |



(WAaSKE 1 )( Read 2o learn about undting )

Sample A

and

Read the following essay about college students’ out-of-class activities,

< find the thesis statement, four examples and the conclusion;

< pay attention to how the writer uses the four examples to support a

point;

= study the structural elements that hold the essay together.

Out-of-Class Activities

1 All work and no play can be almost as bad as all play and no
work. Getting your degree should be one of your main goals. Your
college classes should, and do, occupy much of your ame. but you
also need to develop friendships and get involved in other activites.
Involvement in extracurricular groups promotes interpersonal commu-
nication and leadership skills. Many students think that the only place
to meet people on campus is the student union or student center.
However. many other groups provide opportunities for enjoving

i . . '
fellowship with other students.

2 First, students may join a sports group. which organizes athletic
events and services for students. * These activities focus on competition
that encourages sportsmanship and leadership as well as improves
health and gives fun. Sccond. students interested in the same subject
often form a club through the student affairs office. * This helps them
develop friendships with others. Third. students might join other
kinds of clubs on campus that involve individuals with similar interests
or hobbies. ' Membership often depends on grade point average or
other criteria. Finally. leisure or other noncredit courses also provide

opportunities for vou to meet others.

3 In general. students can alwavs take part in some kind of out-of-
class acuvities and communicate with other people to develop then
social skills. " Thus. they no longer simply attend college: they are

part of college life.

Thesis statement

The 1st example
The 2nd example

The 3rd example

The 4th example

Conclusion

Tonn n
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