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Unit 1

A. Key to FINDING THE MAIN IDEA

I. Tapescript

1. The English Language

The English language is the most widely spoken language in the world. No language has trav-
eled farther than English or stayed as long in the plaoes it went. It is spoken somewhere on ev-
ery continent except the Antarctic,

English is the native language of England and Scotland, the United States, Canada,
Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, and other places, large and small, around the world.
More people speak English in India than in Canada, although it is not the official language of
the Indian nation. No one knows just how many people in the world speak English, but it is
probably more than 450 million,

2. Vacation i

There are many ways to spend a vacation. Some people like to spend this time at home, catch-
ing up on things they don’t have time to do during the rest of the year. Others like to go to
visit distant relatives and friends. Many people spend their vacation visiting places they have
never been before. Still others revisit favorite places they have discovered on prev1ous vaca-
tions.

TEACHING HINTS

What did you write for the main ideas in the first exercises? I am not going to tell you what
~ they should be right now. You will find out pretty soon whether you did correctly or not.
~ What do we mean by a main idea in a listening piece? It is a point, a general statement -
the speaker makes about anything, When someone with logical thinking puts across an idea,
he usually makes a pomt and then gives evndence or details to support the point. Here is an
example.

Point: My students are very good.
Details: 1, They are never late for class,
2. They take careful notes in class,
3. They always hand in their exercises on time.

The pomt is the main idea. Finding the main idea in listening is the first and most essen-
tial skill. This skill is the key to increasing listening comprehension, because once we have the
main idea in mind, everything that follows seems to click into place. We will then be able to
see the parts ( the supporting details) in relation to the whole (the main idea). Most st
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dents have difficulty in finding the main idea. They often take details for'the main idea. This is
so because of two reasons. First, they do not know that the main idea is general while details
are specific, and that the main idea covers all the related details. Second they do not know
where to look for it.

Whether we are listening to a news item, a speech, or even a dialogue, 70% of the time
we will find the main idea(s) at the beginning. Often, the title tells us'a lot about the main
idea. So first of all, we must know what the title is. After the title, there is the topic sentence
or the main idea statement that gives more information about the main idea and introduces

the speech.
To find the main idea, we must ask ourselves the following questions “Does the main

_idea cover most of the details in the paragraph? ” and “Do most of the details support the

main idea? ”
1
. English is a widely spoken language .
v T T The Main Idea T - , T
It’s spoken on It’s the native Many people speak More than 450
almost every language of Eng- | English in India. { million people
continent, land, Scotland, the speak English.
U.S., Canada, etc
Detail 1 Detail 2 Detail 3 Detail 4
, 5 A
There are many ways to spend a vacation,
T ) T The Main Idea T T
Some people Others visit Many visit . Many revisit
spend this : relatives and places they places they have
time at home . friends . ' have never been discovered on
' before . previous vacations,
Detail 1 ‘ Detail 2 Detail 3 Detail 4

1. The main idea: The size of the United States.

2. The supporting details:

1) It’s more than 3,500 km from the east coast to the west coast.

2) A jet plane crosses the country in about § hours,
3) A train crosses the country in about 48 hours. - C .

4) Hawaii is about 3,000 km from the mainland of the country.
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Tapescript

The Size of the United States

Visitors to the United States are often surprised to learn the distance from the east coast to
the west coast. It is more than 3,500 kilometers from the Atlantic Ocean on the east coast to
the Pacific Ocean on the west, A jet plane crosses the continental United States in about five
hours, But a traveler in a fast railroad train needs more than forty-eight hours to cross the
country.

The new state of Hawaii is very far from the states on the east coast of the continent,

" Hawaii is in the Pacific Ocean. It is more than 3,000 kilometers from Hawaii to-the mainland

of the United States.,

1. The main idea: Clothes to take for New York in July.

2. The supporting details:

1) Not many clothes are needed.

2) No wool suits & coats. Take dresses with short sleeves & sleeveless dresses.

3) A sweater or two for theaters & restaurants.

. 4) No hats & gloves. Take comfortable shoes for walking,
Tapescript

Clothes for New York in July

One evening in Santiago, Chile, Mr and Mrs Ramos had the following conversation with their
American friend, Mrs Blake:

‘Mrs Ramos: What kind of clothes will we need in New York in July? We'll be there for
about a week. :
Mr Ramos: We aren’t going to take many clothes. I'm not going te carry a lot of heavy
suitcases.
Mrs Blake: You won't need many clothes. Take some things that you ¢an wash in your
hotel room. Take dresses and shirts that you don’t need to iron.
Mrs Ramos: Won't we need wool suits and coats? ,
Mrs Blake: No! It will be hot in New York in July. You'll need dresses with short sleeves
or sleeveless dresses.
Mrs Ramos: Won'’t we even need sweaters?
Mrs Blake: Yes, take a sweater or two. The theaters and restaurants will probably be very
cool because of the air conditioning. :
Mrs Ramos: Will I need hats and gloves? :
Mrs Blake: Most women don’t wear them any more, especially in warm weather. But take
comfortable shoes. You will do a lot of walking.
Mrs Ramos: Doesn’t New York have buses and taxies?
Mrs Blake: Yes, but you probably won't find-a taxi when you want one. And the bus stop
' will probably be far from the hotel. You'll need comfortable shoes for shopping,

3
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Mr Ramos: We aren’t going to do much shopping. We'll be there to see the sights.

1. The main idea: China has started making a new kind of trucks.

2. The supporting details:.

. Tapaénpt to LISTENING FOR PLEASURE

Changchun plant began making new trucks last week

The new truck has greater horse power, high speed, & low energy consumption.

" The plant invested 140 million American dollars in the project.

Tapescript

China has started manufacturing a new improved version of its Jiefang Brand heavy duty
trucks . The Changchun No'. | Motor Vehicle Plant in northeastern China’s Jiling Province
began production of the new model last week. The new five-ton truck has greater horse power
and high speed and low energy consumption. The Changchun plant invested 140 million

‘American dollars in the new technology for the project. For the past three decades, China has

depended on the old four-ton Jiefang model, its first heavy duty truck manufactured with Soviet
aid.

Tapescript to DICTATION
He Understood!

Two Americans were “travelling in Spain, One “morning they came into a little restau-
rant for " lunch. They did not know Spanish, and their waiter did “not know English, They
wanted him to understand that they “wanted some milk and sandwiches .
At “first they pronounced the word “ milk” many “times. Then they spelled it. But the
waiter could " not understand them.
At last one of them took a " piece of paper and began to draw a cow., He was ﬁmshmg
hlS drawing, when the waiter looked at it and ran out " of the restaurant.
“Do you see,” said one " of the travellers, “what a pencil can do for a * man who has
difficulties in a foreign * country? ” '
The waiter was back again some time after, but he * brought no milk.
He put down in front of the two " men two tickets for a bullfight.

What happens to a city that is buried alive? Centuries would pass before this question would
be answered about Pompeii. Some peasants were digging in the south part of Italy. What the
peasants found turned out to be the lost city of Pompeii. It was exactly as it had been the day
the volcano blew up. To visit Pompeii today is like turning back the hands of time. It’s a bright

- summer morning. The center of Pompeii is alive with people shopping and working. The peo-

ple of Pompeii work hard. Someone wrote the words “work, work and you had better, too” on
the wall near this bakery. There’s reason for hard work as this sign tells us. “Profit is joy.”
Many people earn money by making things from wool. They have to wash and clean the wool

-in large tubs. It is hard work. Some work as cobblers and butchers. Others are shop owners.



Even a well-educated slave can make money both for his master and for himpself, ;The slaves
who have no education can’t. They must spend all their lives working just for their masters,
But well-educated slaves often earn money as instructors. They teach rich boys how to read
and write, If a slave earns enough money, he can buy his freedom. He is then called a
freedman. A freedman who becomes a citizen can vote and hold some political offices.
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A. Key to FINDING THE MAIN IDEA
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Tapescript

1

Accidents often happen at crosswalks, because a pedestrian steps into the street against a red
light. Or a pedestrian may forget to look in all directions before leaving the sidewalk. Cros
sing on foot in the middle of a block is also dangerous. Walking on a country road where
there is no sidewalk can be a problem. There, it is important to walk facing the on-coming
traffic. - o "

2

_ A whale breathes air, just as other mammals do. Its blood is warm and carries oxygen from -

its lungs to other parts of the body. A newborn whale lives on its mother’s milk until it is old
enough to find food in the ocean.

3

Scientists have found that the most popular children in school are often the ones with the
most common names. Children with well- liked names such as Gregory or Susan thought bet-
ter of themselves than did children with unpopular names, They did better in school, too, At
least, they seemed to. Part of that might be the teacher’s doing. Some teachers in an experi-
ment gave better grades to an essay signed ‘Linda” or “Steve” than they did to the same essay
signed “Bertha” or “Horace”.

4

' School offers a storehouse of ideas and a place where students can learn from the past. Itisa

place to meet people and make new friends. It gives young people a place to organize their
lives outside their homes, It provides a center for social activity. Anything from athletic events
to dances may be a part of school life,

5

We know that people made ropes more than 5,000 years ago, because we have found pieces of
rope in very old Egyptian tombs. They made some of these from the hair of camels. They
made others from twisted grass. People used them for tying animals, for getting water from
deep wells and for pulling large stones which they used in building. We have found too, ropes
which were made of thin copper wire in the city of Pompeii, which a volcano destroyed a little
less than 2,000 years ago.
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In the very old days, people made rope by hand, but today, machines mabke it. In very
poor countries today, people still make ropes as they made it in the very old days.

Tapescript

The Life of Mozart

Waquld you like to be able to play a musical instrument really well? Who wouldn’t! Perhaps
you are learning to play an instrument now. Perhaps your mother tells you to practice
— and perhaps you don't enjoy it!

We’d all like to play easily and well. Mozart could. His parents never told him to prac-
tice. They couldn’t stop him! Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart was born in 1756, He learned to

. play the violin at the age of four. In his short life he wrote a tremendous amount of music, Ev-

erybedy praised Mozart for his wonderful music, but nobody paid him any meney, He got
poorer and poorer and couldn’t pay his bills. In the end he became il and died. He was only

. thirty-five years old. He is one of the greatest musicians of all time,

TEACHING HINTS

I

v,

The main idea statement of most listening pieces can be found at the beginning. However,
sometimes, the main idea statement may also be in the middle of a piece. The beginning part
has not much to do with the main idea. Therefore, we should not try to remember it. A good
listener is someone who can forget those details that are not needed

1. The main idea: The life of Mozart.
2. The supporting details:
1) parents couldn’t stop him from playing music
2) born in 1756
3) learned to play violin at 4.
4) wrote a lot of music
5) got praise but no money
6) became ill and died at 35
1. The main idea: Wheels and their uses.
2. The supporting details:
a. Things with wheels invented in ancient times:
the ox cart, the wagon,

b. Toys with wheels:
roller skates, bicycles.

¢. Helpers with wheels in our homes:
clocks, sewing machines, rollers under furniture.

d. Vehicles with wheels in travel:
cars, airplanes, trams buses, street cars, boats driven by engine.




Tapescript

Something Very Useful

Long, long ago, man got from place to place by using his legs, by riding some animal, or by
using a boat. He had only himself, his boats, and his animals for moving things from place to
place.

In ancient times man learned to make wheels. Then he made the ox cart, which had two
wheels. Soon he made the wagon, which had four wheels, Today wheels are very 1mportant
Just think how many things we have with wheels.

Such toys as roller skates and bicycles have wheels. Many of the helpers in our homes
have wheels. Among these are clocks, sewing machines, and rollers under furniture,

Wheels are also used in travel. Without wheels we would not have cars, airplanes,
trains, buses, street cars, or boats driven by engines. Can you imagine journeying to far off
blaoes on foot? How different our lives would be without wheels!

1 The passage is about how to get word to fireman when you are the first to see a fire
starting,
2. The supporting details: To telephone.
To use a fire alarm box.

\

Tapescript

Fires are dangerous. They destroy many things of value. To prevent them, every city has its
firemen, firehouses, engines, and trucks. A fire can be controlled or stopped easily if discovered
in time. Suppose you were the first to see a fire starting. How would you quickly get word to
the firemen?

One way would be to telephone. You would just tell the operator where the fire is, and
she would telephone the firemen. A quicker way of contacting the fire department would be to
use a fire-alarm box. Such boxes are always painted red. If you live in 4 city, do you know
just where to find the one nearest your home? It is easy to use a fire-alarm box. First, open
the box. Inside you will see a handle. Pull it down and let it go. Then stay at the box until
the firemen come.

Tapescript to DICTATION
Guy Fawkes Night

Most countries have a “special national day on which they play fireworks, In * England,
the special day is November “ 5th. On this night, everyone “in England celebrates a big
bang which did " not happen. King James was * going to open Parliament on November
5th, 1605. A man called Guy " Fawkes not only wanted to klll the " king, but to blow up
Parliament as * well. But Guy did not succeed. The King’s * men found out his plan and ar-
rested “ him, Now children in England look * forward to Guy Fawkes Night every " Year,
They make a straw man called a “Guy” and burn *it. Some of them show their straw man to



people in the * street and collect money.
Tapescript to LISTENING FOR PLEASURE
The Kingdom of Tut

Howard Carter and his team had been digging for buried Egyptian tombs for five years, Then,
on November 3, 1922, they found it, a step. Carter could hardly believe his eyes! He gave the
order to dig. Before very long he and his men uncovered 16 steps leading to a sealed doorway.
. And there they saw the seal of the Pharoah Tutankhamen. Exactly, they broke down the door.
There was another sealed doorway. Carter made a tiny hole in the door. He passed a candle
through it.

“Can you see anything? ” asked Lord Carmarvon,

“Yes,” said Carter. “Wonderful things.”

The boy king Tutankhamen came to the throne of Egypt around the year 1325 B, C. He
was nine years old. The Ancient Egyptians believed their king was a god. They.also believed in
life after death. So, King Tut’s tomb was filled with food, furniture, clothing, and jewelry for
him to use in his next life. How were these things used by the living King Tut? What was his
life and the lives of the people he ruled like? The rich people of Egypt led very comfortable
lives, They lived in fancy houses with beautiful gardens. The rich liked their comfort. Believe it
or not, eight beds were found inside Tut’s tomb, Big feasts were very popular with the wealthy
Egyptians. But they ate everything with their fingers. Serving girls brought finger bowls of
sweet-smelling water between courses. The guests washed their fingers at the table! Musicians,
dancing girls, and acrobats entertained the guests, Life for the rich ladies was very easy. They
spent hours putting on make-up and fixing their long, heavy black wigs. The boys of rich fami-
lies were sent to schools to learn to read and write. They became scribes. Scribes traveled all
- over Egypt. They wrote down everything that happened. Rich Egyptians liked playing board
games. The king and his lords hunted gazelles and ostriches from horse- -drawn chariots, Most
of the people in King Tut’s Egypt, however, were peasants and farmers, For the farmers life de-
pended on the yearly flooding of the River Nile. Without it, there would have been no crops.
Even with the great River Nile, there was still not enough water for the farmers. So, the
Egyptians dug ditches and filled them with water. Most of the Egyptian women helped in the
fields. They worked hard. Unlike the boys of rich families, most Egyptian boys learned- their
work from their fathers. Of course, only the very rich had money for beautiful houses. Ordinary
houses were usually built of sun-dried mud bricks. The farmers and peasants had to work hard.
Rich or poor, all the people in King Tut’s kingdom believed in many gods. So, temple priests
were important people. They looked after the many temples built to the different gods. Ancient
Egypt was rich enough and peaceful enough for the people to spend time and money on luxu-
ries. The amount of gold used by Egyptian craftsmen is amazing. Of course, the greatest and
best-known crafismen were stone masons, They carved the many sphinxes.

The Egyptians didn’t want to spend time on war. But sometimes they had to defend
themselves from invaders. Foot soldiers were the main fighters in the Egyptian army. They
used bows and arrows, spears or boomerangs. After horses were introduced to Egypt, chariots
were used in the army. Just as horse-drawn chariots were only for the rich, so were the mum-
mies that were used to keep the dead for the next life, The bodies of dead rich Egyptians were
soaked in a chemical for ninety days and then wrapped in bandages. ng Tut’s mummy was

9
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decorated and enclosed inside three coffins. When Howard Carter raised the‘lid of the third cof .
fin in 1922, he found the mummy of King Tut. Over the face was a mask of gold! Carter’s fin-
gers shook as he looked at the treasures. He had found a symbol of a lost world.
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We have llstened to some passages with the main idea sentence at the. begmmng or in the mid-
dle. However, the main idea statement may-also be at the end, or at any other place of the
passage. Occasionally, the main idea may be expressed in slightly different ways in two or

-~more-sentences in a passage, in the first, or middle sentence, and then may be repeated in a

sonclusion or summary at the end. Here are some examples.

1. The main idea: American life has been changed by machines.
2. a. How many details did the speaker give to support the main idea? . Only one.

b. What is the supporting detail? Machines are used for farm work instead of horses,

so the land which was used.for growing food fqr horses caninow grow food _for hu-
man beings. S

Tapeséript

America in the Machine Age

The population of the United States has more than doubled since 1920. The amount of land
for farms has not increased very much. If there are more Americans to be fed, you might
think each one must eat Jess, but that is not true. People in the United States are better fed to-

day than in 1920. How can that be explained?

Today more food ¢an be grown because machines are used. Horses have not been used
for farm labor for many years; trucks and other machines are used instead of horses. When
horses were used, it was necessary to grow food for them on large areas of farm land; but very
little food is needed for horses now. The land which was used for that purpose can now grow
food for human beings instead. This is just one of many ways in which American llfe has been
changed by machmes

1. The main idea: It’s about the Chinese New Year festival .
2. The supporting details:
a. On New Year’s Eve Chinese families hold re-union dmners.
b. Preparations begin a week or more before the New Year to make everyt ing new and
clean.
c. People visit relatlves and friends and are well served
d. Children are given red packets.
e. The New Year celebrations last fiteen days.

11



Tepescript

Chinese New Year Festival

Of all the Chinese festivals, the Chinese New Year festxval is the most important for Chinese
people all over the world.

The celebration begins on the eve of thevnew year, that is, one day before the actual
New Year. On this day members of the family gather for the evening re-union dinner, And
this custom is followed in nearly every Chinese home. , ...

A week or more before the New Year begins, all the houses are swept, cleaned and deco
rated. The Chinese believe that during the New Year celebrations, everything must be new
and clean so that the new year will bring them happiness and good luck. That is why Chinese
everywhere put on their best clothes to celebrate the New Year. , ...

On the first and the second day of the New Year people usually visit their relatives and
friends. When they go visiting, they are served sweet-meats, cakes and sweets and other delica-
cies. This is the time when most Chinese families prepare special cakes or delicacies to offer to
their friends. , ...

Red packets containing money are also given espemally to children when they visit their

. relatives or friends. And children enjoy the Chmese New Year season because they receive red

packets. , ..

The celebration lasts 15 days The last-day of the Chinese New Year festival is called
Yuan Xiao Festival: It means the night of the fifteenth day. This is the day when many young °
people go out to enjoy themselves. Chinese everywhere must celebrate Chmese New Year, the '
most important of all Chinese festivals.

' TEACHING HINTS

ML

In our daily lives, we often hear speeches either in English or in Chinese. Whatever we listen
to gives us chances to practice finding the main idea and supporting details, Nevertheless, we
have certainly heard poorly-organized speeches which have sentences that do not deal with the
topic of the speech. What we should do then is simply to ignore those sentences. What is
more, whenever we speak and write, we should also have a main idea well supported by rele-
vant details. : / :

1. a. Themain idea of the passage is: Soccer is a difficult sport.
b. L. v 2v 3 +v 4 x 5V

+ Tapescript

12

must put up with aching feet and sore leg muscles.

‘Soccer is a difficult sport. A player must be able to run steadily without rest, , ... Sometimes

a player must hit the ball with his or her head. , ... Players must be willing to bang into and
be banged into by others. , ... Some countries have professional soccer teams. , ... Players

2. a. The main idea of the passage is:
My brother had a terrible time in his science class yesterday. ,




