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The Loch Ness Monster'

In the north of Scotland there is a lake called Loch Ness. It is the biggest lake in Brit-
ain. It is over thirty kilometers long and in some places nearly 3,000 meters deep. The lake
is cold and dark and not many people went there until after 1930°. Then a road was built
around the lake. Visitors began to use the road, and this was when the stories began.

Someone said that he had seen a monster in the lake. He said it was twelve meters
long. with a long neck and a small head. Others said the same thing® and in 1933 a London
doctor took a picture. It looked like a monster with a long neck and a thick body, but the
picture was not clear. The newspapers printed the picture and called it the Loch Ness Mon-
ster.

Then the discussion began. Nobody had seen anything clearly and no one had any
proof. Some people. however, were certain there was something living in the lake. Others
said there was nothing there.

In 1961, a lot of people joined together to make a real effort to see and take pictures
of the monster — if there was one®! Several times people thought they saw something. but
after ten years there was still no proof.

Later, underwater television cameras® were used, and even a submarine! But no one
found any real proof. However. the submarine did find something interesting’ : a huge un-
derwater cave. It was big enough to be the home of a monster, but of course, that was no
proof either.

In 1975, however, some American scientists formed a search team. They used an un-
derwater camera. It took pictures every seventy seconds®. Some of the pictures seemed to
show a red-brown animal. Its body was about four meters long. and there was a very
strange head at the end of its four-meter neck. Many people then began to believe that
Loch Ness had a monster, but even today we cannot be certain.

approximately 330 words
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Notes

. Loch Ness/'lok'nes/: JEHBT# (fii F7r4& 24L& 5 loch ##; the Loch Ness Mon-

ster JEHTIAKEE

. not many people went there until after 1930 1930 4 AR #A £ 0 A EE AR

oI5

. Others said the same thing: Other people said this too.

make a real effort: try really hard
one: a monster

underwater television camera; 7K F B W1

did find something interesting: LA T — S A BRMHAKRN
every seventy seconds: & 70 Fb4p

I. Answer the following questions:

10.

Where is Loch Ness?

“Loch” is an old Scottish word. What do you think it means?

Can you tell why not many people went to Loch Ness before 19307
When did the stories about the monster begin?

How did people describe the monster?

What did a London doctor do in 19337

Why didn’t the doctor’s picture prove that there was a monster?

In 1961 a lot of people joined together to try to take pictures of the monster. How
long did they keep on trying?

What interesting thing did the submarine find?

What did the pictures taken by the American scientists seem to show?
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II. Choose a word in Column B to replace each underlined part in Column A

A
The lake is more than thirty kilometers long.
A road was made around the lake.
This was the time the stories began.
In 1933 a London doctor took a photograph.
The newspapers named it the Loch Ness Monster.

Some people were certain there was something living
in the lake.

The submarine found a huge underwater cave.

The animal’s body was around four meters long.
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What Age?

Text ..

Tom Biggs, a hotel waiter

Henry Maxwell, a man of about thirty' , unmarried

Rose Wellington, a beautiful girl, younger than Maxwell

A room in a hotel. Maxwell is sitting at a table with a glass in front of him. It is his first

evening in the hotel. Rose walks into the room, but Maxwell has never seen her before. A lot

of people are standing outside the window.

Maxwell.
Tom;
Maxwell.

Tom:

Rose:
Maxwell,
Rose:
Maxwell;
Rose:

Maxwell ;
Tom:
Maxwell;
Rose:
Maxwell;
Rose:;

(to Tom) Bring me another drink., please. What’s your name?

Tom Biggs, sir.

What'’s happening out there? (He stands up and looks through the window.) 1
can see a taxi.

Oh, it’s nothing,* sir. Two people got married this morning, and now they’re
going away. (Rose walks to the window and looks out .)

There they come!

Yes, 1 can see them.

She isn’t very young, is she?

No, she isn’t. Er ... will you have a drink? My name’s Henry Maxwell.

Well, that’s very kind of you’, Mr. Maxwell. Thank you. My name’s Rose
Wellington.

Tom, please bring Miss Wellington a drink.

Yes, sir.

Shall we sit here? (He points to his own table, and they sit down at it together.)
Thank you. How old do you think she was?

I’'m not sure. I only saw her for a minute.* About forty, perhaps.

Oh, I don’t think so. She looked about the same age as he was, and he was only
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Maxwell;

Rose:

Maxwell

Rose:

Maxwell.;

Rose:

Maxwell ;

Rose:

Maxwell ;

Rose:

Maxwell;

Rose:

Maxwell;

Rose:

Maxwell :

Rose:

Maxwell.

about thirty-five.

Oh. I'm certain she was older than that.®> A man ought to marry a woman youn-
ger than himself, don’t you think?

Yes, it’s usually better that way., I suppose.® I was telling my sister Lilian the
same thing this morning.

And you're quite right. The girl ought to be the younger of the two: half his age
and ten more.

I don’t quite understand.

It’s easy. The girl ought to be half the man’s age and ten years more. If he’s
twenty-six. she ought to be twenty-three. Half of twenty-six is thirteen, and
thirteen and ten are twenty-three.

Yes, that seems about right”. So if the man’s thirty years old, the girl ought to
be twenty-five.

Yes. And if he’s sixty. she ought to be forty. And if he’s eighty ... .

Eighty! People don’t get married at the age of eighty!

Believe me. they do. If he’s eighty. she ought to be fifty. And if he’s a hundred
and ten .... :

(laughing) A hundred and ten! (She looks down at her glass and thinks for a few
seconds without speaking.) Yes. perhaps you’re right. So Lilian can marry
George, I suppose.

Who’s George?

He’s a young man in love with Lilian. They want to get married, but Lilian is
older than George. and so I told her not to marry him.

Quite right. They mustn’t get married.

But she’s just half his age and ten years more, as you said.

But she’s older than he is. You've just said so.

That’s right. He’s eighteen and she’s nineteen.

(thoughtfully) Half of eighteen is nine .... Oh, I see. Yes!

approximately 530 words

Ny,
o
m Y.
‘ Notes

1. about thirty: 30 #&£H
2. it’s nothing: nothing serious: nothing important
3. that’s very kind of you. BEIREEFE
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for a minute: for a very short time-
older than that; older than thirty-five
I suppose. : I think.

about right. fairly true KBRS

4.
5.
6.
7.

¥ -
-Epereises
I. Write T for true in the space if the statement is true; write F for false if the statement is
not true:

Rose is about the same age as Maxwell.

Maxwell and Rose have not met before.

Tom is one of Maxwell’s best friends.

Maxwell and Rose are going to get married soon.

G =W

According to Maxwell, a man’s wife ought to be younger than the man him-
self.

Rose told Lilian it was better to marry a man older than herself.

Lilian is Rose’s sister.

Lilian got married that morning.

According to Maxwell, if a man is twenty-eight, his wife ought to be twenty-
five.

©® N o

10. Maxwell’s idea is not always true.

I1. Fill in the blank in each sentence with a proper word from the passage, the first letter
of which is given:

1. There’s one thing [ o to tell you before I go further.

2. A ten o’clock the telephone rang again.

3. Things of that sort are h all over the world every day.

4. She got m before she came to work in the company.

5. The policeman p to a bloodstain (ffil#F) on the carpet.

6. Yous to be very interested in the play.

7. It was hard tou why he left the country.

8. He has forgotten to b his umbrella and he was wet through.
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Dr. Tom Buckley? treats SARS patients inside an Intensive Care Unit® at Hong Kong's
Princess Margaret Hospital'. Every day he performs life-saving procedures on them, even
though he may catch SARS himself. His wife Rosemary was especially worried about him
at the start of April, when the government transferred Buckley to Princess Margaret Hos-
pital after SARS had devastated one of the health care teams there. Sixteen of the medical
staff in the Intensive Care Unit of the Princess Margaret Hospital had caught SARS and
Tom himself also felt that the risk of him catching SARS was extremely high.

To solve that problem, Buckley took some strict procedures to control new infection.
So everyone who entered the Intensive Care Unit had to pass through one area where pro-
tective clothes could be checked along with goggles and masks to make sure they were worn
properly. To avoid spreading SARS to his own family, at one time®, Buckley even slept on
the floor at his office instead of going home. Nicholas, his 10-year-old boy said to his
mother after about 3 — 4 days that “If daddy gets this disease, will he come home or will he
die?” Rosemary. herself a doctor, admits she did consider leaving Hong Kong with the
children, but eventually decided to stay. She said that there was a risk that Tom could get
SARS himself and she didn’t want him to have to face that alone.

Since Tom Buckley was transferred to the Intensive Care Unit of Princess Margaret
Hospital, his infection contrbl measures have been a great success. Not a single health care
worker has caught SARS there.

When people were celebrating Tom'Buckley’S‘ achievements and courage, a corre-
spondent® asked Buckley, “Did they give you the option?” And he said, “Oh yeah, they did
give me the option, but I decided that I would go there anyway.” And Rachel, Buckley’s
daughter, said to the correspondent, “I’'m proud of Dad because he’s big” and he’s brave!”

approximately 320 words




