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My First Job

m Listening and Speaking Activities
1 Introduction of functions
You may greet people informally like this:
Hi, I'm Jack Smith. Are you Tom Brush?
This is Mary, my friend.

You may say this if you want to say goodbye to your friends:
See you later.

2 Listen and speak

Imagine a teacher is speaking to a group of students. Read the following passage and
fill in the blanks.

Classroom English

Attention, everyone. Now we're going to listen (1)

two conversations about how people (2) when they
meet and part from each (3) . 9 want you to tick the
4 - to the following questions as you listen. 9 will
play the tape twice for you. As you listen the first time, make
o) you understand what people are talking about.
#As you listen the second time, (6) the answers to
the questions. If there is a word you don’t understand, just
) me.
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Conversation One

Conversation Two

Listen to the conversations and complete the following tasks.

1.

How does the man greet the student?
a. Hi, what do you want?

b. Hello, what help do you want?
c. Hi, may I help you?

How does the man confirm the student’s name?
a. Is your name Li Wenqing?

b. Are you Li Wenqing?

c. Tell me your name again.

How does the student repeat her name?
a. My name is Li Wenjin.

b. I’m Li Wenjin.

c¢. lam Li Wenjin.

How does the man ask the student to spell her given name?
a. What’s the spelling of your name?

b. How do you spell your name?

c. Spell your name, please.

How does Linlin show Mr. Thompson that she is going to finish the conversation?
a. Well, the train will be arriving at Shanghai in ten minutes.

b. It’s been nice talking to you.

c. Let’s finish the conversation here.

What does Mr. Thompson say when he gives Linlin his address in the United
States?

a. Here is my address.

b. Please write to me.

c. This is my address.

How does Mr. Thompson respond when Linlin says “goodbye”?
a. Goodbye! ‘

b. Goodbye and good luck!

c. Happy journey home!

Try to speak more
Read the following conversations. Make similar ones with the substitute words boxes.
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Conversation One  (Pair Work)  ( A: An office clerk in the English Department)

Conversation | Substitutes
A Hi, may I help you?" | 1 What canIdo for you?/Can I help you?/
B Yes. I'm Li Wenjin, I'm a first year student? in the | Is there anything I can do for you?
English Department®. Id like to find out which class* | 2 new staff member/new employee
I'am in. | 3 a company/football team
A Just a moment, please. ... Sorry, are you Li Wengqing? | 4 department/group
B No. I’'m Li Wenjin. I 5 family name
A How do you spell your given name*? l
B W-E-N-J-I-N. :
A Oh, yes. Here it is. You’re in Class Two. |
B Thanks. |
I
Useful Structures office clerk IpAET/EANR
and Expressions staff member HR 7
1. I'm.. employee & i}
2. MayI..?/Canl...? company 73 &)
3. I'dlike to ... department (B %228 b i) & (A BB E)ER]

Conversation Two  (Pair Work) (Two acquaintances on the train)

-
Conversation | Substitutes
A Well, the train will be arriving at Shanghai in ten min- | 1 meeting/seeing
utes. Mr. Thompson, it’s been nice talking to! you. | 2 be back home/be back to my school/be
B It’s been nice talking to you, too, Linlin. I'm flying | back to my company
back to America’ tomorrow’. Please write to‘me. | 3 the day after tomorrow/next week
This is my address®. | 4 call
A Sure, I will. I'll tell you what my new school lifeS is like. I 5 phone number
B Yes, and don’t forget to send me a picture of your college. l 6 teaching position/work/college/company
A No problem. Goodbye, Mr. Thompson! | 7 have a safe trip home/happy journey/
B Goodbye and good luck! : happy landing
A Thanks. Have a good trip”! |
|
Useful Structures and Expressions teaching position #lifi R fir

1. It’s been nice talking/meeting ...to you
2. Thisis...

a safe trip —pg %
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4 Make your own dialogue
Read the following monologue and dialogue. Then make your own with your partner.
Monologue

An informal farewell party speech Your speech

Hello everyone! What a wonderful surprise to see
you all here today! It is a sad job for me to put my
feelings to words. For six years I have taught you
in this school. I'm lucky to have had so many good

Think about your middle school farewell party. Can
you make a similar speech? You may start like this:
My dear friends and teachers ...

students like you here. I’m honored that so many
of you would come here today to say goodbye.
Tomorrow I will leave for the new job in a far-

I
|
I
I
I
I
I
|
away place, but I shall miss you a lot. Thanks again :
I
|

for everything ...
Useful Structures and Expressions farewell party 4% %Il £
1. It’s a sad job for me to ... leave for #b; Z(---HuJk)
2. I'm lucky to have ... faraway 5 Hy
3. ... is a surprise. miss 24
4. Thank you for ...

Conversation  ( Pair work ) At the school gate

Conversation Your Conversation

Suppose you meet one of your new classmates at
-, 9 ' L w e 1 h 5 . . .
A b, Palindy o6 We are jiihe same class the canteen. You may start a conversation like this:

A Hello, ...

Rl

Useful Structures and Expressions canteen 8J7; %
1. Your nameis ..., isn’tit?

aren’t we? Your name’s Jack, Jack Kim.
B Yes, you're right. I'm from China. Where are
you from?

B Me too. Oh, excuse me, here comes my bus. I
must run. Maybe we can talk sometime tomor-
row after class.

A Maybe. Go ahead. See you later.

I
|
|
I
|
|
A I'm from Singapore. I'm very glad to meet you. |
I
I
I
I
B Bye! :

2. I'm very glad to ...
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5 What are they for?

The following are more ways of greeting and b1dd1ng farewell Read the actual words
spoken and then match them with the functions.

o Q0 g ®

Actual Words Spoken Functions

I’'m afraid I must leave now.
Let’s have lunch sometime.
How are you getting on?
How’s your : mother?.

Fancy meetmg you here!

w

Saying you have to leave.

Saying you hope to see someone again sometime.

Saying you’re surprised to see someone.
-Greeting your i:nﬁnd

Asking about : someone.

[ R N O R S

6 If you want to learn more

o 'matchmg exerc1se that follows v

>°"9°.\1.0~.w.4=5»50.~

In the above exercise, we learnt and practised ways of greeting and bidding farewell to
people in different sxtuatlons In this part, additional saylngs are listed. Do you know
when and where they can be properly used" Read the sentences below and do the

N

Couldn’t be better.

See you.

Hi! How are you doing? -

Hi, John! What a surprise!

It’s a small world!

It’s been a long time since we last met.
How are you getting along?

I'll be seemg you'

‘Take care' L

Matchmg exercise

i~ Which: of the above sentences match the follewing situation? Put the numbers into
- -appropriate blanks. - R

a:You greet somebody and emphasme that you haven t seen him/her for a long time.

b. : Youuse acasual way of saying goo‘dbye to someone you know very well.
“c. Aou:greet sofnebody in passing en your way to.work.
- d ~'You can’t believe your eyes! Yon meet your old classmate in a foreign country!

A . A

el Ymt-rospand.to someone’s greeting Hysaying that ypurlife is really good.
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@ o ©

Pre-reading Tasks

T o
proverb

A good beginning s half the battle.

m Reading Comprehension and Language Activities

My First Job

Discuss the following questions.

1. Would you like to take shoe-shining as your job? Why and why not?

2. Should children get paid for what they have done for their families? Why and why
not?

3. Which of the following qualities does one need in order to do a good job? Tick
your choices from the list.

intelligence ability loyalty devotion
creativity willness to work hard team-spirit
Read the text

Now, read the following story. When you finish, return to question 3. What does the
narrator think is the most important quality one needs to do a good job?

My parents ran the Pagonis Restaurant, a small eatery in Charleroi, Pa. The Pagonis
was open 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and my first real job, when I was six
years old, was shining diners” shoes. My father had done it when he was young, so he
taught me how to do it right, telling me to ask the customer if I'd done a good job and
to offer to reshine the shoes if the customer wasn’t satisfied.

My duties increased as I grew older. By age ten, I was clearing tables and working as
the janitor. Dad beamed when he told me that I was the best “mop guy” he’d ever had.

Working in the restaurant was a source of great pride because I was pitching in for
the good of the whole family. But my father made it clear I had to meet certain stan-
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dards to be part of the team. I had to be punctual, hard-working, and polite to the

customers.

Except for the shoe shining job, I was never paid for
any work I did at the restaurant. One day, I made the mis-
take of telling Dad I thought he should give me $10 a week.
He said, “Okay, then how about you paying me for the three
meals a day you eat here? And for the times you bring in
your buddies for free sodas?” He figured I owed him about
$40 a week. This taught me that when you negotiate, you’d
better know the other side’s arguments as well as your own.

I remember coming home to Charleroi after being away
in the Army about two years. I had just been promoted to
captain and was full of pride as I walked into my parents’
restaurant. The first thing Dad said was, “It’s the janitor’s
day off. How about you cleaning up tonight?”

I can’t believe this! I thought. I'm an officer in the
United States Army! But it didn’t matter. As far as Dad was
concerned, I was just another member of the team. I reached
for the mop.

Working for Dad had taught me that loyalty to a team
comes first. It doesn’t matter whether that team is involved
in a family restaurant or Operation Desert Storm.

Useful Structures
and Expressions el

1. Charleroi: a city m Pennsylvama J
2. Pa.:
3. Operation Desert Storm: also

¥ ned?gu t biy ﬂ%c ungted Nat}onﬁ

‘ ilitary operation car-
ip of the US army to
ar of 1990—1991

1 Comprehension work

A Read the text carefully again and discuss the following questions.
1. What kind of family was the narrator from? Give a brief account of his family
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background.

How did the father teach him to do a good job?

How did the boy feel about working for the family business?
What mistake did he make one day?

What lesson did he learn from his mistake?

What kind of reception did the narrator expect when he returned home?

A o o

What was the lesson the narrator learned from working for his father?

Retell the text using the following key words.

* small restaurant, first job, shoe-shining

* teach how to do it right, ask the customer, offer to reshine the shoes if he is not satisfied

* duties increased, mop guy, janitor

* source of pride, pitch in for the good of the family

» mistake, ask for pay, owe more to Dad, a lesson, to know the other’s arguments in
negotiation

 officer in the US Army, still a boy in the family team, cleaning up

* lesson from working with his father, loyalty to team, come first

Activity

Read the story critically and think about the following question.

In many Western countries and even in China, some parents do pay their children for
the work they have done for their family. What are the advantages and disadvantages
of paying children for doing household jobs? Discuss the question and then complete
the worksheet on the teacher’s book.

Language work
Fill in the blanks with word(s) from the text that match the descriptions
below.

1. A place where one can buy meals to eat.

. A person who buys the meal and eats it in a restaurant.

2

3. A person whose job is looking after a building or a business place.

4. A man’s close friend, especially a male friend, can be called his in
informal American English. -

A man or a boy is referred to as a in informal English.

o »

. A man can be addressed as , especially by someone who is his supe-
rior, in informal English.

Find the expressions in the text for the following italicized words or
phrases.

1. The author’s parents managed a small restaurant in Charleroi.



