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Read for pleasure;
Read for information;
Read for language improvement.
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Samuel Langhorne Clemens (1835-1910).

Library of Congress.

A NOTE ON MARK TWAIN

Mark Twain’s real name was Samuel Langhorne Clemens. He
was born in Florida, Missouri, U.S.A. in 1835. When he was a
young boy he lived a happy life in Hannibal, Missouri, on the
Mississippi River. In 1857 he worked as a pilot ! on a steamboat
on the Mississippi. He liked traveling on this big river.

After the American Civil War started in 1861, Mark Twain went
to California to look for gold. This was the time of the California
Gold Rush.

1. pilot: (MHAAKY) SRLE o
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In California, Twain’s life changed. He began writing stories for
a San Francisco newspaper, and he changed his real name,
Samuel Clemens, to Mark Twain, a pen name. !

His short story, “The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras

’

County,” was a great success in 1865. Twain was now a famous
writer. He traveled to Europe, The Holy Land and Hawaii. He
wrote about his travels in The Innocents Abroad (1869) and
Roughing It (1872).

Twain married Olivia “Livy” Langdon, a rich woman from New
England, and had three daughters. He lived in Hartford,
Connecticut with his family and wrote his three great books,
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer (1876), Life on the Mississippi
(1883) and The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (1884). In these
books he remembered his youth on the Mississippi River.
His other works include The Prince and the Pauper (1880),
A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court (1889) and many
short stories.

At the end of his life, Twain was a very sad man because he lost
his wife and two daughters. He died in 1910 at the age of
seventy-five.

Mark Twain was the first American writer to change the
American way of writing, because he wrote in the vernacular, 2
with his lively 3 humor 4 and satire. 5

1. pen name : &4 o

2. the vernacular : AHl1 i o
3. lively : £ o

4. humor : ¥ -

5. satire : i o
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SAN FRANCISCO
IN THE 1850S

@ At the beginning of the 1800s, San Francisco, then called Yerba

Buena, was a quiet Spanish village. There were a presidio, ! a
Spanish church called Mission Dolores, and some simple homes.
There were few ships in the big bay.

With the discovery of gold at Sutter’s Fort in 1848, everything

changed. San Francisco suddenly grew into a busy city. In only

“Forty-niners” .2

1. presidio: (V§PEA) B -
2. forty-niners : 1849 4 Z A JE Wi &M A
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one year, its population went from 1,000 to 30,000. Settlers came
from all over the world. They came to open shops, saloons,
hotels, restaurants, banks and trading companies. !

There was a population explosion in California. The new settlers
needed all types of things from the industries on the East Coast.
The sea route 2 from New York to San Francisco became an
important one. The port of San Francisco was full of sailing
ships.

In the 1850s, at the time of this story, San Francisco was the
most important city on the Pacific Coast. The important gold
mines in the Sierra Nevada Mountains had their offices in San
Francisco. And that is where this story begins.

San Francisco in the 1850s.

1. trading companies : ${ % /A i ¢

2. route: %fﬁ. ©
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Decide if each sentence is correct or incorrect. If it is correct,
tick (v) A; if it is incorrect, tick (v) B.

1. The old name of San Francisco was Yerba Buena.

2. At the beginning of the 1800s, there were
a lot of ships in the big bay.

3. Gold was discovered at Sutter’s Fort in 1848.

4. In only one month, its population went
from 1,000 to 30,000.

5. Settlers came from all over the world.

6. In the 1850s, San Francisco was the most
important city in America.

OO0 O dggd U=
OO0 O g e

7. This story begins in the Sierra Nevada Mountains.

Now, correct the wrong sentences.
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Before you read

@ n Listen to Part 1 and put the pictures in the order they are
mentioned.
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\ From San Francisco
to London

@ i hen I was 27 years old, I worked in an

‘ office in San Francisco. I did my job
well and my future was promising. 1 I
was alone in the world and I was happy.

On Saturday afternoons I didn’t work. I sailed my little
sailboat 2 on San Francisco Bay. One Saturday afternoon, I
sailed out too far. The strong afternoon wind pushed my

sailboat out of the bay, into the Pacific Ocean.

1. promising : (ULAbHR) A AT o

2. sailboat : H
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