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“We learn to read in order to read to learn.”



BOOK A
READING



" FOR CONCEPTS

Third Edition



McGraw-Hill

A Division of The McGraw-Hill Companies gz

READING FOR CONCEPTS - A, 3/E
International Editions 1999

Exclusive rights by McGraw-Hill Book Co. - Singapore for Manufacture and
export.  This Book cannot be re-exported from the country to which it is
consigned by McGraw-Hill.

Copyright ©1999, 1988, 1977, 1970 by Phoenix Learning Resources, Inc. All
Rights Reserved. No Part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a
retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic
mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior permission
of the publisher.

Contributing Authors for the Reading for Concepts Series

Linda Barton, feature writer for St. Louis Today

Roberta H. Berry, elementary school teacher, writer

Barbara Broeking, journalist and educational publications editor

Eth Clifford, author of many volumes of fiction and poetry for youth

Ellen Dolan, juvenile book author

Shirley Frederick, juvenile book author

Barbara R. Frey, Professor of Education, State University College, Buffalo, N.Y.
Ruth Harley, author and editor of young people’s periodicals

Phyllis W. Kirk, children’s book editor

Richard Kirk, author of science, social studies, and reading books for youth
Thomas D. Mantel, attorney and juvenile author

Marilyn F. Peachin, journalist and editor

James N. Rogers, author-editor of science and social studies resource books
James J. Pflaum, author and editor of current events periodicals

Gloria S. Rosenzweig, writer of children’s books

Jean Shirley, author of juvenile books

Rosemary Winebrenner, editor of children’s books

Jean White, journalist and writer of young people’s reference materials

Vocabulary

Cynthia Merman, Reading and Language Specialist
Project Management and Production

Kane Publishing Services, Inc.

Cover Design
Pencil Point Studios
Text Design
Jim Darby
“I'm a Lucky Dog” on page 124 printed with permission of The Guidedog Foundation
for the Blind, Smithtown, New York
Hlustrators
James Cummings; Irene Semchyshyn; Portia Takajian, GAI

Cover Photography
Johnny Sundby/Dakota Skies Photography

Published by arrangement with McGraw-Hill Education.

Licensed for sale in the People’s Republic of China only.

H I EES A REE LR A SR LIS MEEE B R
Ut A RILMEHEHE.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

tH Rl 5t R
To the Teacher

Steps for the Reader

3

Vocabulary Words and Definitions 6-12

Concept I: Change Is a Part
of Life

The Earl Was Busy

Do You Ever Wear a Mask?

Trash or Treasures

A Sky Full of Fish

Busy as a Beaver

0Old and New Ways to Add

The Squirrel and the Acorn

Pet from the Stone Age

A Horse No Bigger Than a Cat

The Smallest Bird

Room to Grow

The Frog That Changes Color

Let’s Trade

A Thread 100 Miles Long

A Land Almost Like Home

Walking, Talking Ads

Can You Vote?

Old Ways and New Pots

13
14
16
18
20
22
24
26
28
30
32
34
36
38
40
42
44
46
48

The Tree That Was
Always Different

Living Up High

The Leaf That Tells a Story
The Fish on the Mountain

A River of Ice

The River That Dug a Canyon
Volcano in a Field

How Cities Began

A Bag of Bugs

Are You a Little Doll?

Please Pass the Pepper

Send a Message

When Schools Were Different
Gold from Making Pants

A Stone for a Sheep

The Year the Barn Burned Down
The Time of the Falling Leaves
Look for a Sign

A Leg Walking Right

How the Rabbit Got
Its Shape

50-53

56
58

62

66

70
72
74
76
78
80
82
84
86
88

90-92



Concept II: Some Changes Are Fast,

Some Changes Are Slow
Smoke and Fire
Birds Are Better
Animal Skin Ball
A Fast Worker
Signs in the Desert
Kings and Queens of Candy
The Cat and the Clover
Desert Rain
Before There Were Birds
Learning About Chimps
Plants That Cure
Does Your Skin Fit?
Rivers at Work
Bells on Your Ears
Stone Money, Feather Money
I'm a Lucky Dog
Stop for Fair Rules
Old Job or New Job?

The Dog Who Could Not
Understand

93

94

96

98
100
102
104
106
108
110
112
114
116
118
120
122
124
126
128

130-133

The Moving Hill

The Land of the Reindeer
The River in the Ocean
Hurakan, God of the Big Wind
Shapes from the Past
Helmets Old and New
Ghost Town

The Pike Across the Road
The Peach Basket Game
Save the Whales

The Big Dogs

Books in Chains

Sixteen Left Feet

Make a Fist

Something for Nothing
Earthquake!

The Rope Stretchers

A Dusty Way to Count
Charts for Record Keeping

134
136
138
140
142
144
146
148
150
152
154
156
158
160
162
164
166
168

170-172



o i Wi

XHFAHESTRIEFEIERY, FHREN—FEXRRERATRENRAE. W
PSRN B R P 2 FREIRR. Ak, ESMER T RN EER
KRHBERRERZ — £/ —RI/RERATGIHB IR TXE “LEHFRSHE R
%,

ARR FOEFMEEET RINPHE -4, T RFEMIEEBLERFGIENR
RS, RIS T RE 7 A RHHR G .

EBEHIAFEXEREEANBEFIRERIT: H—, BUBEEN D ¥
=, RO HEERMEAEBR, B RRESCE R B SR B SR KRB AR
Fl2ERHM R R S, WRTE. &Y. BT+, HEREE. il B¥RmEs
Bt XHEHEH) H B RARIES ST E X AR R GREEREHE . RRBPERRT
AT RBISCEMFL . BRI SCE B R B AR LA R 3R % A 44 TRl SO
EINFIEAFH6-125, FEEEXEGHMIARH COTHMRERES, HiREh
ERESCRH .

HEARINH AL BER B KRB R IIEF L8 1, BB B RZIF AL,
PARHRE,

LHANEEE R






TO THE TEACHER

Purpose

This book is one of eight in the series
“Reading for Concepts.” It was designed to
provide an opportunity for young readers to
grow in reading experience while exploring a
wide variety of ideas contained in the major

academic disciplines.

Two basic underlying concepts are
reflected in this book. They are: Change is a
part of life, and Some changes happen faster
than others. The overriding concept in this
book is the fact of change as a part of our
lives. To illustrate these concepts, stories
have been written around intriguing pieces
of information that reflect these ideas.
Content has been drawn from disciplines of
history, biology, economics, Earth science,
anthropology, mathematics, and geography.
In this way, a wide array of content for meet-
ing various interests has been assured.

A narrative follows stories 18, 36, and 54.
The narratives, largely drawn from folk liter-
ature, will provide a change of pace and are
“just for fun” types of stories.

Teaching Procedure

Detailed suggestions for presenting the
selections in this book will be found on pages
15 and 16 in the Teachers Guide. Difficult
words, with grade-level definitions, are listed

by story on pages 6-12. Important content-
area proper nouns not defined in the text are

included in this listing.

Following each article is a test, which is
especially designed to improve specific skills
in reading. The test items were created to
incorporate the thinking skills reflected in
Benjamin S. Bloom’s Taxonomy of Educational
Objectives, which is explained on pages 6-7
in the Teacher’s Guide.

Concept Recapitulations

After students have completed each of
the two sections of this book, you may con-
duct a discussion to tie together the informa-
tion carried in the individual articles in terms
of the overall concept. Guiding questions are
found on page 13 for Concept I, and on page
93 for Concept II.

Have a few priming possibilities ready to
suggest, or shape them out of earlier offer-
ings from the group. Sophisticated statements
and a review of specifics are not to be expect-
ed. Look for signs of mental play and the
movement of information from one setting to
another. It is perfectly reasonable to con-
clude with unanswered questions for students
to ponder in retrospect. However, it is
important to give students the satisfaction of
enthusiastic acceptance of their early attempts
at this type of open-ended speculation.



STEPS FOR THE READER

Turn to page 14. Look at the picture.
Read the title. Think about what the
story will say.

Study the words for this page on the

list on page 6.

Read the story carefully.

D. Put your name and the title of the story

on a sheet of paper.

Number from one to seven. Begin the

test on the page next to the story.

1.

This question asks you to remem-
ber something the story has told
you. Which of the four choices will
make the sentence say what the

story says? Choose that statement.

This question asks you to find the
word in the story that means the
same as the words in slanting type.

This question asks you to find a
word that is pointed out by a
smaller word. Words like ke, they,
and it stand for words that have
Read
Question 3. Who was playing
cards? The Earl. You can see that
the word He means the Earl.

been written before.

There are clues to the right

answer. Think about your answer.

4.

This question wants you to think
about the story. The answer is not
in your book. Read the choices.
Choose the sentence that is the
very best guess you might make
from the ideas you have read in

the story.

This question requires much care.
You must match the test sentence
word for word with the one in the
story. Does your choice begin like
the one in the story? Are all the

words in the same place?

This question asks you to choose a
statement about the entire story.
Don't select an idea that fits only

one small part. Your answer

should fit all of the story.

The question points out the place
in your story where you will find
the right word. You must find a
word that is the opposite of the
one in Question 7. Think about
the meaning. For the first story,
count the sentences from one to
five in the first paragraph. Read
the fifth sentence again. Write the
word that is the opposite of go.



E. Check your work. The answers for the ~ Looking for the Big Idea

first test are given below. Your teacher See page 13 for big ideas to think

may let you use the answer key for about as you read.

other tests.

F. Put the number correct at the top of

your paper. Now go back and recheck Just for Fun

the answers that were wrong. Do you Your book has three longer stories that
see now how the correct answer was are just for fun. These stories, beginning on
better? pages 50, 90, and 130, are from old folk-

G. Turn to page 170. The directions tell tales. There are no questions to answer.

you how to put your score onto a
record chart. Your teacher will tell you
if you may write in the book. If not, he
or she will help you make a copy for

your notebook.

Answers for Practice Test, page 15
1. ¢ 2. sandwich 3. Earl 4. ¢
5. a 6. c 7. stop




Vocabulary Words and Definitions

PAGE 14

cards a game that uses pieces of paper
with numbers and pictures

Earl in England, an important person

sandwich two pieces of bread with meat,
cheese, or vegetables inside

wonderful very good

PAGE 16

masks pictures of people or animals worn
over the face

medicine men healers or doctors

totem poles tall pieces of wood with
pictures of people and animals carved in
them

PAGE 18

collectors people who pick up things that
are thrown away

scientists people who study the way we
live

tools what people use to do a job

trash things that are thrown away

treasures very beautiful or rare things

PAGE 20

cables strong wires that hold something up

kites pieces of cloth or paper with a long
string, moved by the wind

lightning a flash of light in a rainstorm

wire a long, thin, round piece of metal

PAGE 22

beaver a furry animal that lives in the
water and on land

dams piles of dirt and rocks that go across a
river and slow the water

streams small rivers

trapped caught

PAGE 24

calculators machines that do arithmetic
facts things that are true

grapes small, sweet fruit

PAGE 26

acorn a small seed from an oak tree; if you
plant an acorn, an oak tree will grow

dug took from the ground

shoot a small part of a plant

squirrel a small animal with a long, furry tail

PAGE 28

ancestor a parent or grandparent; a person
or animal that lived long ago

hunters people who kill animals for food

jobs work; things we are supposed to do

Stone Age a time millions of years ago when
people learned to make tools out of stone

tame friendly, well behaved

wolf a wild animal related to the dog

PAGE 30

forest a place with a lot of trees where many
animals live

hoof a horse’s foot

millions very many; more than 1,000,000

running moving very quickly

PAGE 32

hummingbird a very small bird with a
long beak that makes a noise like a hum

liquid something that is wet, like water or
juice

nectar something sweet that flowers and
plants make; birds and insects eat nectar

peas small, round, green vegetables

PAGE 34

giant very, very big
rot fall apart



PAGE 36

pads small, soft spots

snore a loud noise some people make
when they sleep

sticky like glue or paste

whistles makes a high noise through the
mouth

PAGE 38
farmed grew vegetables
useful helpful; solves a problem

PAGE 40

machine something that does work for
people

marbles small, round pieces of glass

threads long, thin pieces of cloth

PAGE 42

families the people you live with; fathers,
mothers, children

skills things we know how to do

Swiss people who live in or come from
Switzerland

Switzerland a country in Europe

Afghanistan a country in southwest-central Asia

Afghans people who live in or come from

Afghanistan

PAGE 44

ads pictures and words describing
something to buy

advertising talking about or showing
pictures of things so that people will
want to buy them

later at some time in the future

newspapers pages that tell what is
happening in the world; newspapers
have ads

printing making letters and words with a
machine, instead of writing by hand

PAGE 46

cannot is not able to do something

cereal a breakfast food made of corn, rice,
or wheat, usually eaten with milk

vote to choose the person you like best

PAGE 48

adobe bricks made of mud that are dried
in the sun

clay a material that is soft like mud and can
be made into many shapes; clay hardens
in the sun or in an oven

dirt earth or ground

mesa a high, flat piece of ground

pueblo a group of houses that some Native
Americans live in

PAGES 50-53
redbud a kind of tree with red and pink

flowers

PAGE 54

airplanes machines that fly and carry
people from place to place

breathe to take in air through the nose

dizzy silly or mixed up

heart a part of the body that keeps us alive
by moving the blood

lungs parts of the body that help us
breathe

PACE 56

fossil parts of a plant or animal that died
many years ago

leaf a green part of a plant or tree that
grows from the stem

PAGE 58

mountaintops the tops of very high hills

seashells the hard, outside parts of some
animals that live in the ocean



PAGE 60

Canada a large country north of the
United States

glacier a very, very big piece of ice that
moves slowly over land

melt to change from ice to water

PAGE 62

Colorado a state in the midwestern United
States

dug cut a hole in

Grand Canyon a giant hole in the ground
in Arizona, a state in the midwestern
United States

layers flat pieces laid one on top of the
other

mules animals that people can ride; they
look like small horses

PAGE 64

cone a tall, round shape that is bigger at
the bottom than at the top

lava hot, melted rock, that comes out of a
volcano

Mexico a country in Central America,
south of the United States

volcano a mountain with a hole in the top
that lava comes out of

PAGE 66

factories buildings where people work to
make things

villages small groups of houses where
people live together

PAGE 68

aren’t are not

coughing trying to get something out of
the throat

dishcloth a cloth used to dry dishes

pepper a black-colored spice used in food

PAGE 68 continued

string a long, thin piece of material used to
tie things together or to pull something

warts hard bumps on the skin

PAGE 70

language the words people use to talk to
each other

pupils students in school

Romans people who live in or come from
Rome, a city in Italy

Rome the capital of Italy, a country in
Europe

PAGE 72

cinnamon a spice used to make desserts
taste good

spices things added to food to make it taste
better

PAGE 74

armies groups of people who fight against
other people "

drum a musical instrument that you hit
with a stick

message words sent from one person to
another

pigeons birds that remember where they
live and can find their way home

runner someone who runs from one place
to another to give people messages

PAGE 76

benches seats that two or three people can
sit on together

berries small fruits

dunce someone who is not smart

ink liquid used in a pen for writing

odd strange or unusual



PAGE 76 continued

pioneer the first person to do something
or go some place

slates pieces of stone you can write on with

chalk

PAGE 78

California a state in the west part of the
United States, on the Pacific Ocean

cloth material clothes are made of

gold a yellow-colored metal that is worth a
lot of money

mine to dig underground for gold

miner someone who digs for gold

wagon a wooden truck without a roof,

usually pulled by horses

PAGE 80

exactly just right

knot alump in a piece of string
numerals numbers, such as 1, 2,3

PAGE 82

Egypt a country in the north of Africa

rule to be in charge of a country, like a
king or a president

ruler someone who rules or is in charge of
a country

PAGE 84
calendar a list of the days and dates of the
weeks and months of a year

PAGE 86

dots very small colored-in circles

Egyptians people who live in or come
from Egypt, a country in Africa

Mayans native people who live in Central
and South America

South America the continent to the south
of the United States

PAGE 88

ancient very old; from a long time ago

subtract to take away from; to make
smaller

PAGES 90-92

bushy having lots of fur or hair
hop jump up and down
stretch to get longer

PAGE 94

elk large deer with horns

soil dirt that plants grow in

Yellowstone Park a big area in western
United States, that has forests,
mountains, and wild animals

PAGE 96

built made or constructed

butterflies beautiful insects whose wings
are different colors

Illinois a state in central United States

insects small animals with eight legs; bugs

sprays liquids that come out of small holes
in a bottle, like rain or a shower

PAGE 98

museum a building in which things are
kept; for instance, an art museum has
pictures in it

PAGE 100

chess a game played on a board; you win if
your 16 pieces capture the other player’s
16 pieces

prices how much money things cost

spaceship a kind of airplane that flies in
outer space

spell to write a word correctly

write to put letters and words on paper



