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June 30, 2004

Shanghai World Publishing Cerporation
1704, Tower B

185 Shangwen Road

Shanghai, China

Dear Sirs:

Congratulations on publishing scripts of the Voice of America’s Mandarir: Service radio
programs Popular Engiish and Words and Idioms. T would like (o express my most sincere
thanks to the Shanghai World Publishing Corporation’s cooperation with the Voice of America
to put these two popular English-language teaching programs into print. As the standards of
English teaching and lcarning rise in China, Chinese students’ understanding of American slang
and popular phrases is important (o advance communication between our peoples. especially the
youngcer generation.

Popular American und Words and Idioms are now broadcast by dozens o provincial and local
rudio stations seross Ching. Listeners across China have requested seripts of the programs to
enhance their study of English. VOA is proud to work with Shanghai World Publishing
Corporation to assist the listeners of these prograws to more effectively study and comprehend
the English language as it is spoken in the U'nited Slates.

I wish you and vour readers the greatest success in learning to communicate effectively in
American English.

Sincerely.

{ ot

David S. Jackson
Director

330 Independence Avenue, SW, Room 3300, Washington, DC 20237 (202) 519-3375 Fax (2€2) 260-2228
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V1. Jéines Madison (1)

The Making of A Nation — a program in Special English by the Voice of
America.

James Madison of Virginia was elected president of the United States in

eighteen-oh-eight. He followed Thomas Jefferson in the office and served
two terms.

Madison’s first four years were not easy. He had to deal with a foreign
policy problem that Jefferson was unable to solve: increasingly tense
relations with Britain. His second four years were worse. There was war.
That is our story.

James Madison was inaugurated' in Washington on March Fourth,
eighteen-oh-nine. ~ The people of the city were happy with the new

president. But the nation was not yet sure what kind of leader he would be.

The French minister to the United States did not think much of him. He
said: “Mister Madison is an intelligent man, but weak. He will always see
what should be done, but will not do it.”

Like the first three American presidents, Madison had a small cabinet’.

There would be a secretary of state and a secretary of the treasury.




Madison decided to keep Albert Gallatin in the position of treasury
secretary.  Gallatin probably knew more about the nation’s finances than
anyone else. The choice for secretary of state was political. Madison
named Robert Smith, the brother of a senator’. The new president was not
too concerned about Mister Smith’s abilities, because he planned to make
foreign policy himself.

Jefferson’s biggest foreign policy problem
arosc from a war between Britain and France.
The two nations refused to honor America’s
neutrality’. Each tried to prevent the United
States from trading with the other. Both
interfered® with American shipping. And the
British navy sometimes seized American

sailors.

James Madison

President Jefferson ordered a ban on trade with Europe. But it failed to end
the hostile’ acts against the United States.

Britain and France were still at war when Madison was elected president.
In place of the trade ban, Congress had approved a new law. It was called
the Non-Intercourse* Act. The law prevented trade with Britain and France.
But it gave President Madison the power to re-open trade if either nation
stopped interfering with American ships.

Madison hoped the law would force Britain and France to honor American
neutrality. He did not want war. But neither did he want to surrender’
America’s rights as an independent nation.

A month after Madison took office, the British minister in Washington,
David Erskine, received new orders from his government. He said he had

been given the power to settle all differences between the United States



and Britain.

Erskine said Britain would stop seizing American ships if the United States
would end the Non-Intercourse law. He did not make clear that the British
government demanded several conditions before an agreement could be
reached.

One condition was that the United States continue the law against trade
with France. Another was that Britain be permitted to capture'® American
ships that violated the law. Erskine called the conditions, “proposals”'’. He
did not force the United States to accept them.

On April nineteenth, President Madison announced that an agreement had
been reached. He said the United States would re-open trade with Britain.
The American people welcomed the agreement. It appeared that—after
less than two months as president—Madison had been able to remove the
threat™ of war.

The United States began trading again with Britain on June Tenth, as
agreed. Hundreds of ships left American ports. Relations with Britain
seemed to have returned to normal.

President Madison decided to spend the summer of eighteen-oh-nine at his
home in the hills of Virginia. Soon after he arrived, he received surprising
news. The British government had rejected the agreement he had reached
with Erskine.

A British newspaper said the agreement was not what Britain wanted. It
said Erskine had violated his orders and was being called back to London.

A new minister, Francis James Jackson, would take his place.

Madison returned to Washington in the autumn, about a month after the

new British minister arrived. He learned that Secretary of State Smith had !
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made no progress in talks with him. So the president decided to deal with
him directly. He wanted to know exactly why Britain had rejected the
agrecment. Madison ordered that all communications between the two
sides be written. There would be no more talks. Letters were exchanged.
But the British minister failed to explain satisfactorily what had happenéd.
And his letters seemed to charge that the United States had not negotiated
honestly. Madison finally broke off all communications, and the British
minister left Washington.

America’s policy of trade with Britain and France continued to be a
serious issue. In the early days of eighteen-ten, Congress began to consider
a new law to control such trade. After several weeks of debate, the two
houses of Congress approved a compromise bill.

The bill ended the Non-Intercourse Act against Britain and France. It
permitted trade with any nation. But it gave the president the power to
declare non-intercourse again with either Britain or France separately.
President Madison signed the bill into law.

Relations between the United States and Britain did not improve during the
year. And President Madison once again declared non-intercourse against
Britain. Trade between the two countries was stopped at the beginning of
March, eighteen-eleven.

Trade was not thc only problem, however. A growing number of
Americans believed that the British were helping some Native American
Indians to fight the United States.

As the people of the United States began to move to the northern and
western territories”, the government made treaties” with the different
Indian tribes”. The treaties explained which land belonged to the Indians...
and which land could be settled by the white men. The settlers did not




always honor the treaties.

A leader of the Shawnee Indian tribe, Tecumseh, decided to take action.
He started a campaign to unite all Indians and to help them defend against
the white men.

Throughout the west, many Americans believed that the British in Canada
were responsible for Tecumseh’s efforts to unite the Indians. They
demanded war with Britain to destroy the power of the tribes.

In Washington, a new Congress was meeting. Some of the new members
were very different from the men who had controlled Congress before.
They were less willing to compromise...and more willing to go to war to
defend America’s interests. They soon got the name “War Hawks”.

The new Congress quickly approved several measures to prepare the
United States for war. One bill increased the size of the army by

twenty-five-thousand regular soldiers and fifty-thousand volunteers.

At the same time, America had a new secretary of state. President Madison
had not been pleased with the work of Robert Smith. Nor did he trust
Smith.  The president could not be sure of Smith’s support for
administration proposals.

Madison wanted his close friend, James Monroe, to be secretary of state.

Monroe was then governor of Virginia. He agreed to take the new job.

What the United States did not have at that troubled time was a
representative in Britain. When Madison broke off communications with
British minister Jackson in Washington, Jackson returned to London. And
the American minister in London, William Pinkney, sailed home.

There was no official in either capital to report what was happening. And
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the two countries werec moving closer to war.

week.
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2. James Madison (2)

The Making of A Nation—a program in Special English.

The United States and Britain were moving closer to war in the spring of
eighteen-twelve. ~ Congress had approved a ninety-day embargo' on
American ships. None of these ships was to leave home. And American
ships in foreign ports and at sea were ordered to return to the United
States. President Madison requested the embargo to prevent the capture of
these ships when war started.

The president was sure there would be war. He had seen the instructions
from London to British minister Augustus Foster. The British foreign
minister warned Foster to say nothing about any compromise. He wanted
the United States to see how firmly Britain would continue its orders
against neutral trade with the enemies of Britain.

President Madison had hoped for some sign of compromise. But there was
none. Congress continued to prepare the nation for war. Lawmakers voted
to increase the size of the army and to borrow money to pay for things the
larger army would need.

But not all members of Congress wanted war with Britain. Many
Federalists?, especially, opposed it. Some of them tried to end the embargo
only a month after it began.

Congressman Hermanus Bleecker showed the House a list of hundreds of




names from his area of New York. He said all these people opposed the
embargo and the idea of war with Britain. “It is impossible,” he said, “that
We can go to war when the embargo ends, sixty days from now. Where are
our armies? Our navy? Have we the money to fight a war? Why, it would
be treason’ to go to war this soon...so poorly prepared.”

Treasury Secretary Albert Gallatin was
having a difficult time finding money to
borrow. He could get almost no money at
all from Federalist New England banks.
Congress  had  approved borrowing
eleven-million dollars. But Gallatin found

the banks would lend only six-million to

the United States government.

James Madison

The Federalists charged that Gallatin’s
difficulties showed the people did not want war, especially the people of
New England. If the people of the West and the South wanted to fight, then
let them pay for the war.

Republican John Randolph also spoke against the war:  “How could the
administration speak of war when it did not even have the courage to order
taxes to raise money? Are we to 80 to war without money, without men,
without a navy? The people will not believe it.”

John C. Calhoun answered Randolph. “So far from being unprepared, Sir,
[ believe that four weeks from the time war is declared, we will have

captured much of British Canada.”

Sure that Britain would not change its hostile policies, President Madison
sent a secret message to Congress on June first, proposing that war be

declared. Madison listed the reasons for war:



