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] Vowels =&

Lesson 1

Monophthongs i jr 2

Take a look at the following word groups. Work in pairs. Choose one
word from each group and read it to your partner. Can he/she figure
out which one you are reading? If not, what is the reason?

pen
cat

fan
sit
bed
head
lend
met
dead
eat
fill
seen

Wheel

pan
kite
fin
seat
bad
had
land
meet
dad
it
feel
sin

will

pin
cater
fen
side
bid
hat
laid
mat
did
eight
felt
sea

well

Common problems in pronouncing monophthongs
When you are pronouncing a word, most of your sounds are vowels; the function of conso-

nants is only to help vowels. So, the vowel is the main component of the word. There are 12

monophthongs in English, which are very confusing for Chinese learners. Here is a list of
common problems.




Common problems

MILilvs[iz]

(2)[e]Vs[a:] i
D[a]lVs[al]

@fu:lvsiu]

(S)[e]Vs[ee]

6)[2]1Vs[92:]

(Mla:]Vs[a]

The list above indicates common problems that Chinese people encounter when they speak
English. For example, you have to open your mouth widely while you pronounce [#e]. On the
other hand, your mouth shouldn't open too much when you pronounce [e].

[e] open your mouth slightly
[2e] open your mouth widely

[e] [=e] Make a sentence by using both words in each pair,
and then read your sentences out.

bed  bad  This bed is bad.

head  hat This hat fits your head.

lend land The landlord is going to lend this land to him.

met map

pet pack

smell  smash

wet wax

get gap

dead dad

hen hand

Phrases:

‘halfthe battle ~ amapofJapan
get the sack cash desk
half past ten a happy family
a dead man the weatherman
a letter to a friend hand in hand




[i] open your mouth slightly
[i:] open your mouth widely

[iz] [i] Make a sentence by using both words in each pair,
and then read your sentences out.
eat it Eat it.
feel fill Fill the room with happiness.
seen sin
wheel will
neat nick
deep dig
jeep Jim
keep kick
Phrases:
a little bit in three weeks
as busy as a bee sweet dreams
freeze It's easy.
Lily lives in a city. a big deal
It's a silly mistake. body building
different topic in the east
It's freezing. It's in the fridge.

Now try to find out the differences between other pairs in the above list.

1. Each student will be given a card with a phonetic symbol on it. Your
teacher will read a series of words, and you should decide whether
the words include the phonetic symbol in your hand.

2. Read aloud the following sentences.

B B =
Send him back.

- Lgt's chgckm ata ﬁotgl.

He let the cat out of the bag.i

It's not the end of the world if you fail the test.

‘Only graduate students have access to the library shelves.
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Thanks.
It depends.

Forget it.

I get your message.

He laughs loudest wh(‘)' laurghér léét.

¥




Lesson 2
Diphthongs X JC &

1. Read after your teacher or a tape recorder.

China like enjoy toy

drawing board computer games I'm available. go boating
How's it? our tears as fair as possible downtown

now great skate exciting

hear waiter/waitress location a friend of mine

2. Work in groups. Every group will be given a card with several words
printed on it. Discuss the correct pronunciation of the words with your
group members. Be prepared to read the words to the whole class.

Common problems in pronouncing diphthongs
There are eight diphthongs (/ei/, /ai/, /2i/, /au/, /au/, /ia/, /ua/, /€a/) in English. The main
difference between this group and the vowels we learned last class is that there are two syllables

in this group. When we are pronouncing it, the first one should be long, while the second one is
short; the first one should be stressed more than the second one. And there should be a smooth
transition between the two syllables. Diphthongs should be long and strong enough. The difference
in the pronunciation of words between Chinese English speakers and native English speakers
lies mostly in diphthongs. Try to brush up your English with good diphthong pronunciation.

How to pronounce each vowel sound,and the mistakes you might make:
/e i/ This vowel sound is similar to the 'e i' in Chinese. There are two syllables in this vowel.

The first one should be long. The second one should be short. It's very likely that you don[f
pronounce this vowel with sufficient length, and pronounce it like an "e".




