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THE CORRECT WORD

Unit Objectives

At the end of the unit you will be able to

1. recognize multiple meanings a word may have,
i.e. denotative and connotative meanings,
affective and collocative meanings;

2. identify false friends in English and learn to
choose the correct word for an idea;

3. learn to avoid making errors in subject-verb
agreement; and

4. write a simple note.
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PART | WARM-UP ACTIVITIES

RS

Form pairs and each write a short paragraph about AIDS and AIDS patients. Student A look
at File 1 and student B at File 2 for specific information.

File 1: Do you think AIDS is a horrible disease? How horrible is it? Are you afraid of AIDS
patients? What do you think of them? Write a short paragraph to express your views.

File 2: Suppose you are an AIDS patient, do you think there exists any difference be-
tween AIDS and other fatal diseases like cancer? Do you think you are a threat to
public health? Write a short paragraph to express your views.

PART I

Denotation and Connotation

Suppose you are going to write about a respectable teacher whose body size is above the
average. Choose the one you would use from the sentences below, and then discuss the in-
appropriateness of the other two:

a. He/She is plump.

b. He/She is portly.

c. He/She is fat.

Then if it is the doorkeeper of your dormitory, an amiable middle-aged woman, that you are
to write about, which adjective would you use?

Words are the building blocks of writing; therefore, we need to have a good command of
them. When we put pen to paper, first and foremost we have to make sure that we choose
the right word. If we are asked to describe a person who is fat, we have to decide whether
the word fat is the right one. If the person is a respectable teacher, you may not use it, as
it does not have a pleasant overtone. And if it is the doorkeeper, you may choose the word
plump, as it not only means overweight, but has a pleasant overtone. What’s more, it is
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usually used to describe a woman. So the words fat, portly and plump do not just mean
overweight; they also suggest whether it is pleasant or unpleasant. We call the suggested
meaning of a word its connotation.

Denotation, on the other hand, refers to the literal and primary meaning of a word — the
definition you find in a dictionary. Thus, we can say that the word mother denotes a
woman who is a parent but connotes qualities such as protectiveness and affection; and
that the word weed denotes an uncultivated plant but connotes destruction and uncon-
trolled growth. When we write, we have to watch out for the connotative meaning of a
word; otherwise, we may make silly mistakes.

Classroom Activities
1. Discuss the denotations and connotations of father and wildflower, in contrast to

mother and weed above.

2. Fill in the table below and study the denotations and connotations.

Denotation | Connotation
gold
the natural body
that moves around
the earth once
every 28 days
coldness, indifference,
cruelty, death, etc.
blood Blood is thicker than water.

3. Explain the meaning of the following two sentences by looking closely at the denotative
and connotative meanings of the italicized words.
a. In the West, every man was a man.
b. Anyway, she is a woman.

Attitude

In all kinds of writing, the words you choose may do more than inform. The selection of a
word often reveals how you feel about your subject, whether you are pleased, angry, criti-
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cal or admiring. See if you can detect in the following sentences how the writer’s attitude
changes from sentence to sentence:

a. What a slim girl she is!

b. How thin the girl is!

c. The girl is so skinny!

All the sentences above state the fact that the girl has a small size but are different in the
writer’s attitude. The word slim suggests the writer’s approval of the girl’s figure, while
the word skinny is just the opposite. No girl will feel flattered if she is said to be skinny, as
it is next to a bag of bones! So the three words, though similar in their denotative mean-
ings, are diverse in affective meanings — that is, they reveal different attitudes of the
writer. When we write in English, we have to be careful with such emotionally loaded
words — i.e. words that can reveal the writer’s attitude.

Classroom Activities
1. Complete the table with synonyms.

Favorable Neutral L Usteveeshle

strange

pigheaded

compliment (v.)

old person

bachelor girl

2. Fill in the blanks with the words in the above table.

a. He has the most distinction of having written speeches which were ef-
fective when delivered.
b. Many of the managing posts are filled up by people only because they

happen to have the habit of ordering poor people about.
c. I was by your invitation to come to this party.
d. He thought his landlady was a mean
e. Hurray! End of my single life! Not an old and bad- tempered any more!

3. Work in pairs and compare your writings in the Warm-Up Activities. Pay special atten-
tion to words showing attitudes and those rich in connotative meanings. Correct any
misuse.
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Collocation

Fill in the blanks with do or make.

a.  somcbody a favor b. , _ somebody good
c. _ agesture d. ~evil
€. ___ _ _ harm f. an effort

Certain words tend to occur together regularly. For example, when we describe coffee, we
can say strong coffee or weak coffee, but when we describe soup, we cannot say the soup
is strong or weak; instead we say the soup is thick or thin. From this we can see certain
nouns are usually modified by certain adjectives and words of the same meaning are not in-
terchangeable in this situation. We call this fixed combination of words collocation.

Collocation is a very important language feature and we must make note of that when we
learn a language. There are several types of collocation — verb plus noun, adjective pius
noun, verb plus adverb, preposition plus noun, verb plus preposition, to name just a few.
Examples of these are, respectively: follow the fashion (v. +n.), a brilliant success (a. +
n. ), think alike (v. +ad.), (the answer) to a question (prep. +n.), and think of {an idea)
{v. + prep.). Learning a word is not only learning its meaning; it also includes learning
which word or words it usually goes with, that is, its collocations. Yet under certain cir-
cumstances, a deliberate violation of a collocation can bring out a novel effect, but it must
be based on respect for the conventional use.

Classroom Activities
1. Choose the best modifiers for the following noun phrases.

1) He spoke English with a _ French accent.
A. thick * B. powerful C. widespread D. pronounced
2) He gave us a _account of all that you had achieved over there.
A. ready B. bright C. colorful D. glowing
3) We need to find a new site with access to the European motorway network.
A. ready B. outright C. straight D. widespread
4) This will probably be the achievement of her career.
A. glowing B. crowning C. fascinating D. shining
5) T don’t know him very well. He’s just a(n) acquaintance.
A. uncanny B. strange C. casual D. indifferent

6) We're fighting for the
A. total B. entire C. outright D. complete

_ abolition of the death penalty.
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7) We need to take some action before it is too late.

A. acute B. decisive C. strong D. intense

2. Look at your writings in the Warm-Up Activities again with your partner. Pay attention
" to collocation and correct the mistakes if there is any.

False Friends

Read the following conversation between Alice and the Red and White Queens in Lewis Car-
roll’'s Through the Looking Glass and What Alice Found There.
“Can you answer uscful questions?” asked the Red Queen. “How is bread
made?”
“I know that!” Alice cried eagerly. “You take some flour ...”
“Where do you pick the flower?” the White Queen asked. “In a garden or in the
hedges?”
“Well, it isn’t picked at all.” Alice explained, “it’s ground ...”
“How many acres of ground?” said the White Queen. “You mustn’t leave out so
many things.”

Can you find out the cause of the misunderstanding?
Words like flour and flower, ground (pp.) and ground (n.) in this dialogue are trouble-

some and their misuse can easily cause misunderstanding. We call pairs of words similar in
appearance or pronunciation but different in meaning false friends. For instance,

advise vs. advice angel vs. angle

affect vs. effect capital vs. capitol
complement vs. compliment conscious vs. conscience
continually vs. continuously credible vs. credulous

Many false friends have common roots but are used in different senses. Take human and
humane for example. They come from the same origin, but their meanings are different,
though closely related. A human action is not the same as a humane action. We cannot
speak of Humane Rights. There is a weapon called a humane killer, but not a human killer.
In English, there are many false friends and we must be on the alert for them. The best way
to avoid making mistakes with false friends is, perhaps, to compare them when either ap-
pears.
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Classroom Activities
1. Read the following epitaph of Pecos Bill, find out the false friends and explain them.
Here lies Pecos Bill
He always lied
And always will
He once lied loud
He now lies still

2. Fill in the blanks below with the right word in brackets, change the form where necessa-
ry.

a. Your fever __ (rise, raise) yesterday.

b. That racket is bad enough to make Aunt Ella’s eyebrows (raise, rise).

c. Jack has been __ (lie, lay) around all day.

d. The soldiers ~ (lie, lay) aside their weapons.

e. A heavy fog (lie, lay) over the land.

f. White (stationary, stationery) is always appropriate.

g. Is that table (stationary, stationery), or can it be moved to another
corner of the room?

h. Tt is easier to talk about a (principle, principal) than to live by it.

i. Our _ (principle, principal) played on the faculty football team against

the school all-stars.

3. Can you think of any other false friends? Work in pairs and make a list of at least five
pairs. Compare their meanings and write a sentence with each word to illustrate its
meaning.

PART Il _GRAMMAR

Subject-Verb Agreement

The question of subject-verb agreement is very complicated. Generally speaking, there are
three basic principles: grammatical agreement, notional agreement, and the principle of
proximity. In this unit, we are going to approach this issue in four contexts: (1) when the
subject is compound; (2} when the subject expresses quantity; (3} when the subject is a
relative pronoun or a what-clause, and in the there-be structure; (4) others.
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When the subject Is compound

Classroom Activities
Read the following groups of sentences and summarize the rules of subject-verb agreement
illustrated by these sentences.
a. Work and play arc equally important.
Ham and eggs is my favorite breakfast.
Each boy and girl makes a separate report.
b. Neither John nor May is willing to run the errand.
Not only the students but also the teacher was shocked at the news.
c. The pilot along with all the passengers was rescued.
House-keeping, together with taking care of the baby, wears grandma out each day.

(Ve e lVe velve JlFe VAl JalVe Vel Ve JalVaJal Ve JalVa JalVa Jalve JolJe Jalla JalJan JalFa Vo)

ymmw

Ve I Ve e Ve I rlva Vel Fa Jalle vl
CSRAYV RV KA KNI

Ve e

S i el el Tl Valve el JolFa vl Ve Jalde JalVa Fal S e VAl VA Tl A VAl el ST Vn 7e)

When the subject expresses quantity

Classroom Activities
Read the following snippets of conversation and decide whether the subject and the verb in
each sentence are in agreement. If not, correct either of them. Then summarize the rules
of subject-verb agreement.
a. — Give me ten dollars, Dad. I need to buy a new pair of earphones.
— Is ten dollars enough?
b. — Oh, someone must have broken in. All of the money is gone.
— And the last of the rolls are gone too.
c. — Tell me, why there’re so many unmarried women in their thirties these days?
— 1 guess there’s heaps of work for them to do each day and they are just too preoccu-
pied with their work.
d. — More than one woman has warned me against marriage.



