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Pre-reading Activities

e First Listening

Please listen to a short passage carefully and prepare to answer some questions.

Second Listening

Listen to the tape again. Then answer the following questions.
1. Why was Gaston’s friend, Gouvernail, staying at the plantation?

2. What did Mrs. Baroda think of Gouvernail?

3. Why did Mrs. Baroda leave the plantation?

1 Mrs. Baroda was a little annoyed to learn that her husband expected his friend,
Gouvernail, up to spend a week or two on the plantation.

B Gouvernail’s quiet personality puzzled Mrs. Baroda. After a few days with him, she
could understand him no better than at first. She left her husband and his guest, for the most
part, alone together, only to find that Gouvernail hardly noticed her absence. Then she €3
imposed her company upon him, accompanying him in his idle walks to the mill to press her
attemﬁt to penetrate the silence in which he had unconsciously covered himself. But it hardly
worked.

3 “When is he going — your friend?” she one day asked her husband. “For my part, I find
him a terrible nuisance.” 110

4 “Not for a week yet, dear. I can’t understand; he gives you no trouble.”

5 “No. I should like him better if he did — if he were more like others, and I had to plan
somewhat for his comfort and enjoyment.”

rl AASURSC i H B R G AR P RIANL, 4 plantation; 6525 phiml®) % 50 ia1 . 4n gamble; I ¢ f fidlty
ARG, A0 infection 5 15 578 il hABSRIANC, 40 radon -



6 Gaston pulled the sleeve of his wife’s dress,
gathered his arms around her waist and looked €8
merrily into her troubled eyes.

“You are full of surprises,” he said to her. “Even
[ can never count upon how you are going to act
under given conditions. Here you are,” he went on,
“taking poor Gouvernail seriously and making a fuss i
about him, the last thing he would desire or expect.”

8 “Fuss! ” she hotly replied. “Nonsense! How can you say such a thing! Fuss, indeed! But,
you know, you said he was clever.”

9 “So he is. But the poor fellow is run down by too much work now. That’s why I asked
him here to take a rest.” a|a

10 “You used to say he was a man of wit, ” she said, still annoyed. “I expected him to be
interesting, at least. I'm going to the city in the morning to have my spring dresses fitted.

Let me know'when Mr. Gouvernail is gone; until that time I shall be at my aunt’s house.”

1 That night she went and sat alone upon a bench that stood beneath an oak tree at the
edge of the walk. She had never known her thoughts to be so confused; like the bats now €
above her, her thoughts quickly flew this way and that. She could gather nothing from them
but the feeling of a distinct necessity to leave her home the next morning.

12 Mrs. Baroda heard footsteps coming from the direction of the barn; she knew it was
Gouvernail. She hoped to remain unnoticed, but her white gown revealed her to him. He
seated himself upon the bench beside her, without a suspicion that she might object to his €8
presence.

13 “Your husband told me to bring this to you, Mrs. Baroda,” he said, handing her a length
of sheer white fabric with which she sometimes covered her head and shoulders. She
accepted it from him and let it lie in her lap.

14 He made some routine observations upon the unhealthy effect of the night breeze at that €fJ
season. Then as his gaze reached out into the darkness, he began to talk.

15 Gouvernail was in no sense a shy man. His periods of silence were not his basic nature,
but the result of moods. When he was sitting there beside Mrs. Baroda, his silence melted
for the time.

16 He talked freely and intimately in a low, hesitating voice that was not unpleasant to hear. €8
He talked of the old college days when he and Gaston had been best friends, of the days of

keen ambitions and large intentions. Now, all there was left with him was a desire to be

permitted to exist, with now and then a little breath of genuine life, such as he was breathing
now.

17 Her mind only vaguely grasped what he was saying. His words became a meaningless €
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succession of verbs, nouns, adverbs, and adjectives; she only drank in the tones of his voice.
She wanted to reach out her hand in the darkness and touch him — which she might have done
if she had not been a respectable woman.

18 The stronger the desire grew to bring herself near him, the further, in fact, did she move
away from him. As soon as she could do so without an appearance of being rude, she g
pretended to yawn, rose, and left him there alone.

19 Mrs. Baroda was greatly tempted that night to tell her husband — who was also her friend
— of this foolishness that had seized her. But she did not yield to the temptation. Besides
being an upright and respectable woman she was also a very sensible one.

20 When Gaston arose the next morning, his wife had already departed, without even X 60]
saying farewell. A porter had carried her trunk to the station and she had taken an early
morning train to the city. She did not return until Gouvernail was gone from under her roof,

21 There was some talk of having him back during the summer that followed. That is,
Gaston greatly desired it; but this desire yielded to his honorable wife’s vigorous opposition.

22 However, before the year ended, she proposed, wholly from herself, to have Gouvernail 65
visit them again, Her husband was surprised and delighted with the suggestion coming from
her.

23 “I am glad, my dear, to know that you have finally overcome your dislike for him;
truly he did not deserve it.”

24 “Oh,” she told him, laughingly, after pressing a long, tender kiss upon his lips, “I have Q)
overcome everything! You will see. This time I shall be very nice to him.”

Words: 925

 Meetbone
R o
temptation /temp'terfan/ n. 1. [U] the action of mﬂﬁnksbbrth’e stawdf*&tkg‘tétﬁﬁtﬁﬁ wi'i" g
r'uﬁqmmmmwmgﬁmawm T 9002 aDB o
plantation /pleen'terfan/ n. s"xzsgsmmw m;m(idwﬁopicmm where tea, cotton, -
mrl‘)mm&m”ﬁm’wﬂjﬁm’m ¢ ipmsvunt)
w1 2.[Clan area of land planted with trees ibkHl, #bk it
idle /*ardl/ a. 1. without any particular purpose 7 H i i
2. (of people) unwilling to work or be involved in any activity; lazy: wasting
¥ mdmm&rmwﬁ sy 0 bus 710511 Destles ob
o 3. not working or operating productively 2R, MBS 0
mill /mil/ n. - 1UIC] a buildi 3 where grain is crushed into flowr Bg5
penetrate /'penitrert/ v. move into or through (sth.) 2%i%, BA, HA

e Sl LRI . AR i “a™ NG 0" RN “w”; AR R A
i



nuisance /'njuisans/ n.

sleeve /slizv/ n.

waist /weist/ n.

merry /'mer/ a.
merrily /'merily/ ad.

nonsense /'nonsans/ n.

wit /wit/ n.

bat /baet/ n.

barn /ba:n/ n.

presence /'prezons/ n.
sheer /[12(r)/ a.

fabric /'faebrik/ n.
lap /lap/ n.

observation /,pbza'veifan/ n.

breeze /bri:z/ n.
gaze /geiz/ n.
V.

melt /melt/ v.

keen /ki:n/ a.

yawn /join/ v.

n.
upright /'Aprarit/ a.

a & ad.

farewell /'fea'wel/ n.

' [C] a person; thing or situation that causes trouble or inconvenience: 4 A [
r%m‘ 208 RIS 20 nde
" [C] the part of a piece of clothing that covers some or all of the arm i -
[C] the part of the body above and slightly narrower than the hips J; i
 happy or showing enjoyment HeSRAY, WthiG. 4R 2
 in'a cheerfiil way; cheerfully B, Wtiits, 24 R 5
* [U] meaningless or foolish ideas, words or behavior #lifi, J&i%
1. [U] the ability to use words in a clever and humorous way HLARHR
210 W’Wﬂﬁ‘iﬁ ékﬂldd iti using words in a clever and humorous way
HlEREmA
LU, [dj‘ a ﬂying iﬂoﬁse-iike animal that usu. eats insects or fruit and is active
w\dmm R it
" 2.[€) a specially shaped stick for hitting the ball in garnes HoHe, B
' [C)alarge !ﬁmﬂtﬂ& bh‘& farm ﬂ‘}r storing crops and food for animals, or for
keeping animals in 7; # 14
" [U] the state of being in a particular place &, 7E8%
”(%s‘f) of clothes) %ery thin, &eﬁcate and weighing very httle (&) iﬁ
s m “%#J R et Dapne
2. (used Y&émphasié)*ﬁdthiﬁé“éxbebt; complete 5E4, W
- [C, Ul (a type of ) cloth of Woven material 7i; (E. #)414y
"[C] the top surface of the upper part of the legs of a person who is sitting down
CAAE IR BELL T 2101 A K B 6 5
1. [C] a spoken or written remark or comment based on sth. one has seen,
~ heard, ete. il
2. [U, €] the action of watching sb. / sth. carefully; recording of what one
. Observes MBE; Wzilsw
[C] a light wind #§A\, %2R
[C] a long steady look 7E#{, EHT
look (at sth. / sb.) for a long time, esp. in surprise, admiration and often
without being conscious of what one is doing 7E#, B4
« 1 slowly go away or  Jisappear (#848)iH%
2 (eause t0) tum from sth. solid into sth. soft or liquid (f)fnt:
1. extreme; strong; active HRFIMY, $FIY, iy
. ‘Z“Vell'yz ﬂmte? eag:r ort V{ﬁx}nng (to do) sth. very much #H [y, $his
s WJ. ﬁgﬂ? :
i \* i ﬁae mﬁ\ w1de aud deeply !btfathe in and out without conscwus effort,
usu, when tired or bored T4
[C] an act of yawning W4/
honest, responsible and moral EE [, i3y
(standmg or being) vemcal and as straight as possible # B (i), 'B-7
Mok . BEGEH
[C] formal) goodbye %51, il




