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11 n’existe d’ouvert A la recherche mentale que deux voies,
en tout, o bifurque notre besoin, 4 savoir,
I'esthétique d’'une part et aussi 'économie politique.

~—Mallarmé

Intelligent idealism is closer to intelligent materialism
than is unintelligent materialism.
—Lenin



PREFACE

WHEN THE American reader thinks of Marxist literary criti-
cism, I imagine that it is still the atmosphere of the 1930's
which comes to mind. The burning issues of those days—
anti-Nazism, the Popular Front, the relationship between
literature and the labor movement, the struggle between
Stalin and Trotsky, between Marxism and anarchism—gen-
erated polemics which we may think back on with nostalgia
but which no longer correspond to the conditions of the
world today. The criticism practiced then was of a rela-
tively untheoretical, essentially didactic nature, destined
more for use in the night school than in the graduate semi-
nar, if I may put it that way; and has been relegated to the
status of an intellectual and historical curiosity, as which,
in the form of an occasional stray reprint of an essay by
Plekhanov or a passing reference to Christopher Caudwell,
it is presently maintained.

In recent years, however, a different kind of Marxist criti-
cism has begun to make its presence felt upon the English-
language horizon. This is what may be called—as opposed
to the Soviet tradition—a relatively Hegelian kind of Marx-
ism, which for the German countries may be traced back to
the theoretical excitement of Lukics’ History and Class
Consciousness in 1923, along with the rediscovery of Marx’s
Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844; while in
France it may be most conveniently dated from the Hegel
revival there during the late thirties.

I would be well pleased if the chapters that follow were
found useful as a general introduction to that Marxism and
to some of its principal theoreticians. I have in particular
tried to give a full account of some of its key works—
Lukécs’ Theory of the Novel as well as his History and
Class Consciousness, Bloch’s Hope the Principle, Benjamin’s

iii



PREFACE
Origins of German Tragedy, Adorno’s Philosophy of the
New Music and Negative Dialectics, Sartre’s Critique of
Dialectical Reason—which have been, at worst, inaccessible
to the English-language reader and, at best, little discussed
here.

Even such a relatively modest and straightforward task
as this is, however, a whole program in itself: for one thing,
even the better-known writers such as Sartre or Lukécs
have never come into focus clearly in English on account of
the anti-Communist bias of their commentators, or often
simply on account of the absence of any genuine Marxist
culture in academic circles.

Less obvious, perhaps, is the degree to which anyone pre-
senting German and French dialectical literature is forced
—either implicitly or explicitly—to take yet a third national
tradition into account, I mean our own: that mixture of po-
litical liberalism, empiricism, and logical positivism which
we know as Anglo-American philosophy and which is hos-
tile at all points to the type of thinking outlined here. One
cannot write for a reader formed in this tradition—one can-
not even come to terms with one’s own historical formation
—without taking this influential conceptual opponent into
account; and it is this, if you like, which makes up the ten-
dentious part of my book, which gives it its political and
philosophical cutting edge, so to speak. For the bankruptcy
of the liberal tradition is as plain on the philosophical level
as it is on the political: which does not mean that it has lost
its prestige or ideological potency. On the contrary: the anti-
speculative bias of that tradition, its emphasis on the indi-
vidual fact or item at the expense of the network of relation-
ships in which that item may be embedded, continue to en-
courage submission to what is by preventing its followers
from making connections, and in particular from drawing
the otherwise unavoidable conclusions on the political level.
It is therefore time for those of us in the sphere of influence
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