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The New Schoolmaster

The summer afternoon was warm and sticky. Jonathan Cranwell sat on a hard bench behind
the long narrow desk and watched the flies flit lazily in the sun. The droning voices of the younger
boys chanting letters and the older boys reciting Latin verbs made him sleepy. Jonathan had to
force his eyes to stay open. He sighed. He didn’t see the use of most of his studies. He had al-
ready memorized all his lessons and read most of the books in his father’s study. He wanted to take
on the new world of 1755. He wanted to learn something new!

He looked up at the schoolmaster’s high desk in the front of the room. The new teacher was
from Harvard College. Jonathan’s father had been impressed with him, but so far to Jonathan he
seemed just like all the other schoolmasters. The boys had already had several other teachers, men
who taught them their lessons day after day, but none of them seemed to inspire Jonathan. So far,
there was nothing to show that this one was special, though he’d only been there two days.

The schoolmaster was coming around his desk. “It’s too hot to sit and memorize lessons,”
he said, looking straight at Jonathan. “It’s a good time to begin our nature studies. We’ll move
outdoors for the next part of our lesson. ” He led the group of boys into the schoolyard. “You
younger lads, dig for grubs and beetles. Count their feet. See if you can describe their shells. ”

Jonathan watched the teacher surrounded by laughing young students. No one had ever used
the schoolyard itself for a classroom. “What next?” he thought. Soon he didn’t have time to
think about the younger boys, for he was chasing butterflies and dragonflies himself. When the
class finally went inside, the older boys were ready to follow the instructions to study the insects

they had captured.
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Jonathan and his friends liked this new way of learning. They began to see that their educa-
tion didn’t stop when they went home after the school day.

“It will be a clear night tonight. Go outside and look at the sky,” said the schoolmaster.

“Look at the stars and notice their brightness and the patterns they make. These patterns have
names from Greek mythology, names like Orion, Aries, and others. Tomorrow we will learn about
the ancient stories connected with these names. ”

“How is the new schoolmaster?” asked Jonathan’s father that evening, when Jonathan an-
nounced he was going out to look at the sky.

“He’s different from any schoolmaster we’ve had,” Jonathan admitted. “He seems inter-
ested in everything around him, and he wants us to be curious too. He even used the schoolyard as
a classroom!”

“So Mr. John Adams and his new ways make school useful to you after all,” teased
Jonathan’s father.

“I believe he has,” said Jonathan. “I know I won’t forget the lessons he has taught us!”

EPILOGUE: Some years later, John Adams went on to become a lawyer, a member of the
Continental Congress, an ambassador to France, and the first United States Ambassador to Eng-

land. He was the first Vice President and the second President of the United States.
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The New Schoolmaster

Comprehension Check

Exercise A

Read carefully the following set of statements about the passage. Write Y (for Yes)

in the space if the statement agrees with the information given in the passage; write N

(for No) if the statement contradicts the information given in the passage: write NG ( for

Not Given) if the information is not given in the passage.

. Jonathon was fed up with his lessons because he considered what was taught in class

to be useless.

. Young as he was, Jonathon had read many books and had shown his talent for classi-

cal languages.

. Jonathon was greatly disappointed with the conventional teaching methods adopted by

teachers in his school.

. Mr. Adams, the new teacher who had newly graduated from Harvard College, used

the public park as a classroom for nature studies.

. Jonathon and his friends were fascinated by Mr. Adams’ way of teaching, which was

entirely new to them.

. The students were assigned as homework to look at the stars and their moving patterns

in the night sky.

- Mr. Adams impressed Jonathon with his wide interest and profound knowledge.
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Exercise B

Complete each of the following questions by either making the best choice or filling in

the blank with suitable words on your own.

8. Whic‘h statement shows that the new schoolmaster understood children?
A) “See if you can describe their shells. ”
B) “Tomorrow we will learn about the ancient stories... ”
C) “It’s too hot to sit and memorize lessons... ”

9. Which new method of learning does the schoolmaster introduce?
A) Reciting.
B) Observing.
C) Chanting.

10. This story is written from the angle of

11. Later on, the schoolmaster John Adams became .
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Photographing History

by Dorothy and Thomas Hoobler

On February 27, 1860, a strange-looking figure appeared at the studios of Mathew Brady in
New York City. The man who came to have his picture taken was a giant of a man. His plain black
suit was of cheap broadcloth and terribly wrinkled from being packed in a suitcase on a long trip.
A plain black ribbon, carelessly wound about his neck, served as a tie. Yet this was Abraham
Lincoln of Illinois, whose reputation as a compelling speaker had brought him an invitation to
speak in New York City.

Mathew Brady was at the door of the gallery to welcome Lincoln. Brady showed Lincoln to the
gallery of portraits that he had taken.

The walls were lined with pictures of America’s famous men and women. Lincoln saw portraits
of Andrew Jackson and Dolley Madison; the writers Edgar Allan Poe and Washington Irving; and
Samuel F. B. Morse, the famous inventor. The faces of the Presidents were here. Brady had
taken the picture of almost every President since John Adams.

Lincoln’s face wasn’t as famous as those that graced Brady’s wall, but there might be a place
for him there yet. People said he was rising quickly in the political world. He had debated Stephen
Douglas on the issue of slavery. The debates had gained a name for Lincoln in Illinois. Brady had
taken Douglas’s picture several times. He didn’t want to miss anyone who might become a great
American. He took pictures of almost everyone in politics as well as of actors, writers, painters,

inventors.
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Most of them were happy to sit for Brady’s camera. Having Brady take your picture was a
mark of success and status. Many lesser-known people came to his studios to pay for the honor of
a portrait by Brady. His popularity was so great that he had opened a second studio in New York
and another in Washington.

The tall, gawky Lincoln was a little awkward in the rooms of Brady’s gallery. He was probably
thinking about the speech he was going to make that night. It was important that he do well. Brady
showed him into the bright camera studio.

Brady’s appearance contrasted with Lincoln’s. Brady was a slightly built, energetic man with
a long mustache and goatee. As Lincoln watched, Brady bustled around the room. While Brady
adjusted the shades that controlled the lighting, he told a fex;v jokes. Brady’s studio helpers smiled
at each other. They had heard the jokes a thousand times before. Brady used them to relax all his
customers.

Lincoln was such an imposing figure when standing straight up that Brady posed him that way
instead of seated. He moved Lincoln over to a scenery backdrop with a pillar, perhaps because it
suggested the Roman Senate. Lincoln had lost when he had opposed Douglas for the United States
Senate seat from Illinois. But Lincoln was young and he might run again. Brady had Lincoln rest
his hand on a stack of books. That would give a little touch of a man of learning. Lincoln hadn’t
gone to school. Well, that was no disgrace either. Brady himself had no formal education.

Brady’s assistants adjusted the reflectors that kept shadows from appearing on the sitter’s face.
Then they brought up the head and body clamps. Taking a picture in those days wasn’t done in an
instant, as it is today. Even with good light, the subject had to stand perfectly still for many sec-
onds. To make sure Lincoln’s head wouldn’t move, they would tighten an iron clamp around the
back of his head where it wouldn’t show. A second clamp would hold his back.

But here was a problem Brady hadn’t encountered before. Lincoln was so tall that the adjusta-
ble stand on which the head clamp rested wouldn’t reach high enough. They all smiled at this.
Lincoln was used to jokes about his height. He may have told one while an assistant looked for a
stool to set the head clamp on. The camera was moved forward a bit. The photograph would have
to show Lincoln from the knees upward to keep the stool out of the picture.

Perhaps the delay or the false backdrop made Lincoln grow stiff and nervous as the camera
was readied. The formal setting may have seemed out of place to him. Brady later recalled, “I
had great trouble making a natural picture. ”

Brady’s assistant lifted the black cloth on the back of the camera and ducked under it. He
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peered at the upside-down image of Lincoln that the lens projected onto the ground glass. Brady’s
eyes were not as good as they once were. He probably wouldn’t have done the actual photographing
himself. A number of skilled operators did the daily work of the busy gallery.

The operator wasn’t quite pleased. Lincoln had a long neck that looked bony on the ground
glass. Brady suggested Lincoln adjust his collar a little. Lincoln knew what Brady meant. “Ah, |
see you want to shorlen my neck,” Lincoln said with a smile. The photographer and the politician
looked at each other. “That’s just it,” Brady said. Both men laughed.

Another assistant brought a freshly coated photographic plate from the darkroom. It had to be
fresh and sticky to work properly. The assistant placed it in the camera, and removed its protective
shield.

Brady looked at Lincoln again. He was relaxed now, and Brady nodded at the operator. Sec-
onds passed. The operator’s experience with the camera told him how long to expose the plate. He
based his judgment on the brightness of the light coming through the skylights. Finally the operator
finished his work. Lincoln expelled a long breath. He looked around hopefully for someone to loos-
en the head clamp. Like photographers in all ages, however, Brady wasn’t satisfied with just one
shot. A second plate was brought, and a third, while Lincoln stood patiently, the clamps in
place.

Finally Brady was finished. Lincoln was released from the clamps. He and Brady shook
hands. They looked at each other with new friendliness at their shared joke. Brady watched his
caller go off into the bustling city. He turned and went back upstairs to the laboratory.

Brady’s assistants were already developing the plates of Lincoln. In the dim yellow light of the
laboratory, Brady peered to watch the image come forth. Brady had seen thousands of pictures de-
velop. Yet he confessed that the éight never failed to thrill him. What he saw was a negative im-
age. But his practiced eye could visualize the picture of Lincoln as it would appear printed on a
white card. Here was the man captured on paper as he had looked in those few seconds in Brady’s
studio. Brady had preserved the man for all generations to see. Lincoln would never appear quite

the same again.

1 136 words
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Photographing History

Comprehension Check

Exercise A

Read carefully the following set of statements about the passage. Write Y (for Yes)
in the space if the statement agrees with the information given in the passage; write N
(for No) if the statement contradicts the information given in the passage: write NG ( for

Not Given ) if the information is not given in the passage.

1. In February 1860, at the invitation of Mathew Brady, Lincoln came out of his way to
New York City to have his picture taken at his famous studios.

2. By the time Lincoln came to New York City, he was already beginning to make a
name for himself as an eloquent speaker.

3. A distinguished popular portrait photographer, Mathew Brady had taken the picture
of almost every President since John Adams.

4. Tt was considered to be a mark of success and status to have one’s picture taken by
Mathew Brady.

5. Brady had a good sense of humor and in order to create an effect of spontaneity he
would tell different jokes with different customers.

6. Brady decided to take a picture of Lincoln standing in front of a pillar, which sugges-
ted the Roman Senate — Brady was certain that Lincoln would eventually win the

election for the United States Senate seat from Illinois.
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___ 7. In the picture, Lincoln stood with his hand on a stack of books, which gave him a
little touch of a man of learning.
8. From then on, Abraham Lincoln and the famous photographer became very good

friends.

Exercise B
Complete each of the following questions by either making the best choice or filling in

the blank with suitable words on your own.

9. The reason why Brady wanted to take a picture of Lincoln was that
A) he was an enthusiastic supporter of Lincoln’s views on the issue of slavery
B) he was sure Lincoln would one day be made President of the United States
C) he didn’t want to miss anjone who might become a great American

10. .. caused much trouble for the skillful photographer and his assistants when they -
were taking the picture of Abe Lincoln. o

11. By the title “Photographing History” the authors mean that



