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I

Introduction

All countries are burdened by their history, but the past weighs
particularly heavily on Greece. It is still, regrettably, a common-
place to talk of ‘modern Greece’ and of ‘modern Greek’ as though
‘Greece’ and ‘Greek’ must necessarily refer to the ancient world.
The burden of antiquity has been both a boon and a bane. The de-
gree to which the language and culture of the ancient Greek world
was revered throughout Europe (and, indeed, in the infant United
States where ancient Greek was almost adopted as the official lan-
guage) during the critical decades of the national revival in the early
nineteenth century was a vital factor in stimulating in the Greeks
themselves, or at least in the nationalist intelligentsia, a conscious-
ness that they were the heirs to a heritage that was universally ad-
mired. Such an awareness had scarcely existed during the centuries
of Ottoman rule and this ‘sense of the past’, imported from western
Europe, was a major constituent in the development of the Greek
national movement, contributing significantly to its precocity in re-
lation to other Balkan independence movements. The heritage of the
past was also important in exciting the interest of liberal, and indeed
of conservative, opinion in the fate of the insurgent Greeks. In the
1820s, even such an unreconstructed pillar of the traditional order
as Viscount Castlereagh, the British foreign secretary, was moved to
ask whether ‘those, in admiration of whom we have been educated,
be doomed ... . to drag out, for all time to come, the miserable exis-
tence to which circumstances have reduced them’. Indeed such atti-
tudes have persisted to the present. During the debate in the British



