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1.

Preface

A Course in Scientific Chinese is designed for foreign stu-
dents who have completed Introductory Chinese and who
will major in various special fields in science and technology.
After completing the course, the students will have a com-
mand of basic linguistic knowledge and a communicative
competence, and will be able to study elementary courses
in universities of science and technology in China. This
material can also be used as a teach-yourself course for any
foreigner who wishes to learn scientific Chinese.

A Course in Scientific Chinese consists of four course books:
Listening and Speaking (in two volumes), Reading Com-
prehension (in two volumes), Listening Comprehension, and
Listening Comprehension Workbook. The total vocabulary
covered is approximately 2,000 words.

Listening and Speaking provides necessary explanations
on language and many listening and speaking exercises to
train the learner’s speaking ability.

Reading Comprehension aims at improving reading com-
prehension and speed.

Listening Comprehension aims at building and improv-
ing listening comprehension ability. Accompanying it is
a Listening Comprehension Workbook.

The complete course includes three different classes —
listening and speaking, reading comprehension, and listening



comprehension. Listening and speaking is the major course
and therefore should be employed a bit earlier than the
reading comprehension and listening comprehension parts

which act as closely related supplements.

III. Principles of Compiling the Course

IV.

L

ii.

iii.

iv.

Emphasis on practicality

Our goal is a clear-cut course tailored to meet
learners’ communication needs in the study of their
special disciplines in science and technology.

A combination of structural, situational, and functional
approaches

We have attempted to combine and utilize the strengths
of these three approaches in compiling this course.
Emphasis on four language skills

We train the learners in the four language skills —
listening, speaking, reading, and writing — separately,
and thus offer the above-mentioned course books.
Emphasis on scientific Chinese

We try to reflect the features of scientific Chinese —
precise concepts, compact structure, and clearly ar-
ranged and well-knit ideas.

A Course in Scientific Chinese has been compiled and revised
according to a syllabus worked out by all the compilers in
cooperation. The division of labour for compilation is
as follows:

Chief Editor:
Du Houwen
Listening and Speaking:



Du Houwen, Sheng Yan, Ji Xiuging, Wen Jie

Reading Comprehension:

Huang Zhenying, Chen Yongde

Listening Comprehension and Listening Comprehension

Workbook:

Han Yufang, Li Juanqin, Guo Jingu

English Translators:

Zhang Zhanyi, Tan Jingxun

V. We have tried our best to incorporate the Beijing Language
Institute’s experiences gained over many years of compiling
Chinese teaching materials.

Apart from the compilers mentioned above, Qiu Yan-
ging and Wan Zhimin also joined the revision of this
course. Our thanks to Li Jinghui, Cheng Meizhen, Cheng
Tang, Zhao Jinming, and Li Zhu who have carefully read the
printed draft and who have made many useful comments.

The Compilers
July 1987



II.

Compilers’ Note

Listening and Speaking is part of A Course in Scientific
Chinese. 1t aims mainly at explaining everyday vocabulary,
grammatical structures in common use, and common func-
tional-notional items and their expressions. The teaching
emphasis is placed on listening and speaking skills, in order
to build and improve the learners’ ability to express them-
selves in scientific Chinese.

Listening and Speaking comprises 72 lessons included in
two volumes. Lessons 1-36 in Vol. I deal with the com-
mon knowledge of science and technology. Linguistic
knowledge in this part primarily referring to complex sen-
tences is illustrated in vivid, interesting stories on popular
science. The format of this part is as follows:

i. Text
ii. New words
ili. Notes

iv. Grammar

v. Exercises
Lessons 1-36 in Vol. II deal with the basic knowledge of
mathematics, physics, and chemistry. Language used in
this part prominently reflects the characteristics of scientific
Chinese which must be mastered by students who will
pursue elementary curricula in colleges or universities
of science and engineering. Apart from the necessary ex-



planations of words and phrases, common functional-

notional items are introduced, such as, definition, quantity,
shape, property, change, condition, cause, effect, method,
comparison, position, and structure. Each item is illus-
trated in common language. The format of this part is

as follows:
i. Text
ii. New words
iii. Notes
iv. Explanations of words and phrases

V.
vi.

Functional-notional items
Exercises

The Compilers
July 1987
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