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PREFACE

This version of Aristotle’s Metaphysics presents us with
what may be described as a Postscript to Natural Science.
The new translation aims to meet the needs of college and
graduate students. It therefore renders his text into clear
English, as accurately as possible, idea by idea rather than
sentence by sentence or word by word. The glossary en-
titled “Analytical Index of Technical Terms,” contains
selected Greek terms listed by numbers corresponding to the
numbers inserted into the text itself for purposes of ready
reference. The Latin equivalents noted have been taken from
the translation made by William of Moerbeke and the
commentary based on it by St. Thomas Aquinas (Zertia
Editio stereotypa attente recognita, Turin, Italy, M. E.
Marietti, 1935).

(From the Preface to the original edition)
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11.  Book Alpha the Less: REMARKS ON PHILOSOPHIC PROCEDURES
1. Progress in Philosophic Knowledge
2. Rejection of the Infinite Regress
3. The Importance of Training in Method
111.  Book Beta: TYPICAL PROBLEMS IN GENERAL PHILOSOPHY
1. An Outline of Philosophic Problems
2. Problems of Unitary Science and Varied Bcing
3. Problems of Genera as Principles of Explanation
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xif

4. Problems of Forms, Principles, and Unity
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Problems of Bodily and of Mathematical Being

6. Problems of 1deas, Power, and Universality

THE PROVINCE OF PHILOSOPHY

Book Gamma: BEING AND KNOWLEDGE
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. The Science of Being as Being
. The Unity of Philosophy
. Philosophy and the Axiomatic

Debates about Contradiction
Perception, Change, and Truth
Right Judgment and Relativity
Intermediates and Excluded Middle

Contradiction and Futile Indiscrimination

Book Delta: DEFINITIONS OF TERMS
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11,
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Beginning

. Explanatory Factor
. Element
. Nature

. Necessary

One

. Being
. Primary Being
. Same, Other, Different, Alike

10.

Opposite, Contrary, Other in Kind
Before and After

Power
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Book Epsilon: FIRST PHILOSOPHY AND IRRELEVANT WAYS
OF BEING
1. Theoretical Sciences as Natural, Mathematical, and
Theological
2. Exclusion of Accidental Being from Science
3. The Genuineness of the Fortuitous
4. Exclusion of Being as the True from Science
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vil, Book Ze¢ta: THE SEARCH FOR PRIMARY BEING
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Primary and Dependent Being

. Diverse Views of Primary Being
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Universals as Common Qualities

Universals Not Independent

Universals, Definition, and Knowledge

The Highest Universals
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1X. Book Theta: POWERS AND OPERATIONS
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10. Truth and Being
x. Book Iota: UNITY AND DERIVATIVE CONCEPTS
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x1. Book Kappa: REPETITIONS AND QUOTATIONS
A. FROM THE METAPHYSICS
1. Questions on the Unity of Wisdom
2. Questions on the Status of Principles
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3. Being and the Unity of Philosophy
4. First Sgience and the Axiomatic
5. The Principle of Contradiction
6. Alleged Difficulties About Contradiction
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8. Being as’Accident and as Truth
B. FROM THE PHYSICS
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ETERNAL BEING

X11. Book Lambda: pDIVINE BEING
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10. Divine Perfection and the Natural World
X111. Book Mu: MATHEMATICAL ENTITIES AND THE IDEAS

1. Views of Mathematics and of Ideas
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2. Mathematics and the Concrete

. Mathematics as Abstract

. The Ideas as Original and Selected

. The Ideas as Futile for Explanation
Views of Numbers as Explanations

Units of Number Alike or Unlike

. The Nature and Derivation of Numbers
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. Numbers, Geometry, and the Ideas
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10. Generality and Particular Reference of Knowledge
x1v. Book Nu: NUMBERS, IDEAS, AND FIRST PRINCIPLES
1. Contrary Principles, Unity, and Plurality
2. Elements and Eternal and Plural Being
. Numbers, Ideas, and Generation
. First Principles and the Good

Numbers, Generation, and Explanation
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Consequences of Fantastic Doctrines of Numbers

Analytical Index of Technical Terms

1. Being

1. Categories
1. Principles of Explanation
1v. Nature and Change

v. Human Nature and Soul
vi. Mind

vii. The Divine

Index of Names
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