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Make a Difference

Warming-up
1
Teaching Tips
The questions are related to the song and the theme of this unit. The last question is worth
discussing. Ask students to think about the questions before playing the song.

Notes

About the singer and the song: Carrie Marie Underwood (born March 10, 1983) is an American
country music singer, songwriter, and actress. She rose to fame as the winner of the fourth season of
American Idol in 2005. Underwood is involved with a number of organizations that benefit children.
The song Change is on her album Play On (2009), which addresses how even the smallest bit of spare
change that one might have can add up to make a difference and help “change” the world.

2

Teaching Tips
Students had better pay attention to the lyrics so that they can give their opinions. The teacher

can play the song again and pause it if necessary.

Key

1) She calls on people to do the smallest thing to make all the difference. Don’t listen to those
people when they say “you’re just a fool to believe you can change the world”.

2) Yes. The singer says “the smallest thing can make all the difference”, which goes along with the
saying, “‘one cannot do everything, but one can do something”.

3) The title is a pun with two meanings: the odd money one has, and the action to make a
difference. The singer insists that even if one has just the smallest bit of spare change, it can add
up to make a difference and help change the world.

Change (by Carrie Underwood)

What you're gonna do with the 36 cents
Sticky with coal on your floorboard

When a woman on the street is huddled in
the cold

On a sidewalk bench, trying to keep warm
Do you call her over, hand her the change
Ask her her story, ask her her name

But do you tell yourself

“You're just a fool, just a fool to believe you
can change the world”
“You're just a fool, just a fool to believe you
can change the world”

Oh, what you're gonna do when you're
watching TV
And an ad comes on, yeah, you know the kind



Flashing up pictures of a child in need

For a dime a day, you could save a life

Do you call the number, reach out a hand
Or do you change the channel, call it a
scam

But do you tell yourself

"You're just a fool, just a fool to believe you
can change the world”

Don't listen to them when they say

“You're just a fool, just a fool to believe you
can change the world”

Oh, the smallest thing can make all the
difference

Love is alive, don't listen to them when
they say

“You're just a fool, just a fool to believe you

can change the world”

The world’s so big, it can break your heart
And you just want to help, not sure where
to start

So you close your eyes

And send up a prayer into the dark

“You're just a fool, just a fool to believe you
can change the world"

Don't listen to them when they say

"You're just a fool, just a fool to believe you
can change the world”

Oh, the smallest thing can make all the
difference

Love is alive, don't you listen to them when
they say

"You're just a fool, just a fool to believe you
can change the world”

Watching and Listening
Part A The Queen

i
Teaching Tips
Before watching the movie clip, ask students the following questions so as to activate their
knowledge about the Royal Family of the U.K.

1) How much do you know about Queen Elizabeth II of Britain?
2) How does the Queen strike you?

3) Do you think the Royal Family conservative or modern? Give your reasons.

Notes

The Queen is a 2006 British historical drama film that depicts the death of Princess Diana
on 31 August 1997, starring Helen Mirren in the title role of Queen Elizabeth II. The Royal
Family regards Diana’s death as a private affair and thus not to be treated as an official royal
death. But within the next few days following Diana’s death, millions of people across London
display an outpouring of grief at Buckingham and Kensington Palaces. Tony Blair, the Prime
Minister, immediately calls the Queen and recommends three strong measures to regain
public confidence of the monarchy: attend a public funeral for Diana at Westminster Abbey,
fly a Union flag at half-mast over Buckingham Palace, and speak to the nation about Diana’s
life and legacy in a televised address. The Queen accepts the advice and finally regains her
popularity.

Key
A—-C—-»B—-D—E—-F



Teaching Tips
Students should pay attention to the different attitudes between the Queen and the Prime
Minister.
Key
What the Queen wants: 1) 2) 3) 7) 8) 11) 12)
What the public wants: 4) 5) 6) 9) 10)

Teaching Tips
The teacher had better explain the context when interpreting the expressions. Different
understandings are encouraged.

Suggested Key

1) The Queen thinks it wrong to do what the newspapers want her to do, i.e., to give some kind of
response to the public concerning Diana’s death.

2) The advisers of the Prime Minister have been conducting opinion polls on the attitude of the
public towards the Royal Family’s response to Diana’s death.

3) Unlike the past, the public now treat the Royal Family as superstars, demanding more details
about their life. They want a more open Royal Family rather than an impersonal and hidden one.

4) The Queen thinks that in the past people wanted the Queen to keep her feelings to herself, not to
display them openly and habitually.

5) The Queen is half joking here, playing on the widely understood convention that it is her role to
advise the Prime Minister, while at the same time indicating that she would prefer him not to try
teaching her how to modernize herself.

Teaching Tips
Before playing the movie clip again, the teacher can ask students to take notes. The teacher can

also pause the video from time to time. Give students some time to practice before asking one or
two pairs to dub the video.

The Queen

(The Queen and Prime Minister Tony Blair is talking on the phone)

Queen: Prime Minister.

Blair: Good morning, Your Majesty. Sorry to disturb, but I was wondering if you'd seen any
of today's papers?

Queen: We've managed to look at one or two, yes.

Blair: In which case, my next question would be whether you felt “some kind of response”
might be necessary?

Queen: No. I believe a few over-eager editors are doing their best to sell newspapers. It
would be a mistake to dance to their tune.



Part B

1

Blair: Under normal circumstances, I would agree, but ... well, my advisers have been
taking the temperature among people on the streets, and ... well, the information I'm getting
is that the mood is quite delicate.

Queen: So, what would you suggest, Prime Minister? Some kind of a statement?

Blair: No, ma‘am. I believe the moment for statements has passed. I would suggest flying
the flag at half mast above Buckingham Palace ... and coming down to London at the earliest
opportunity. It would be of great comfort to your people. And would help them with their grief.

Queen: Their grief? If you imagine I'm going to drop everything and come down to
London before I attend to my grandchildren, who've just lost their mother ... then you're
mistaken. I doubt there is anyone who knows the British people more than I do, Mr Blair, nor
who has greater faith in their wisdom and judgment. And it is my belief that they will, at any
moment, reject this ... this mood, which is being stirred up by the press, in favour of a period
of restrained grief and sober, private mourning. That's the way we do things in this country —
quietly, with dignity. It's what the rest of the world admires us for.

Blair: If that's your decision, ma‘am, of course, the government will support it. Let's keep
in touch.

Queen: Yes, let's.

(The Queen is inspecting the floral tributes to Diana.)
Queen: Hello. Would you like me to place those for you?
Girl: No.

Queen: Oh.

Girl:These are for you.

Queen: For me? Thank you. Thank you very much.

(The Queen and Tony Blair are in the palace.)

Queen: One in four, you said, wanted to get rid of me?

Blair: For about half an hour, but then you came down to London, and all that went away.

Queen: ['ve never been hated like that before.

Blair: It must have been difficult.

Queen: Yes. Very. Nowadays, people want glamour and tears, the grand performance. I'm
not very good at that. I never have been. I prefer to keep my feelings to myself, and, foolishly,
I believed that was what people wanted from their Queen — not to make a fuss, nor wear
one's heart on one’s sleeve. Duty first, self second. That's how I was brought up. That's all I've
ever known.

Blair: You were so young when you became Queen.

Queen: Yes. Yes, a girl. But I can see that the world has changed, and one must ...
modernize.

Blair: Well, perhaps that's where I can help.

Queen: Don't get ahead of yourself, Prime Minister. I'm the one supposed to be advising you.

Pay It Forward

Teaching Tips

Before playing the video, ask students the following questions:

1) When you are helped by others, what do you usually do?

2) Do you pay back by helping them next time?



Notes
The “pay it forward” concept was described by Benjamin Franklin on April 25, 1784:

I do not pretend to give such a deed; I only lend it to you. When you ... meet with another
honest man in similar distress, you must pay me by lending this sum to him ...

Ralph Waldo Emerson, in his 1841 essay Compensation, wrote:

In the order of nature we cannot render benefits to those from whom we receive them, or only
seldom. But the benefit we receive must be rendered again, line for line, deed for deed, cent for
cent, to somebody.

In 1916, Lily Hardy Hammond wrote:
You don t pay love back; you pay it forward.

In 2000, Catherine Ryan Hyde’s novel Pay It Forward was published and adapted into a film of
the same name, distributed by Warner Bros. and starring Kevin Spacey, Helen Hunt and Haley Joel
Osment.

To further promote the “pay it forward” idea, university student Christopher Lo was inspired
to create The Karma Seed service and website in 2010 after he unexpectedly regained a lost video
camera due to the kindness of a stranger. A Karma Seed is a small, plastic card with a unique
number and directions for accessing the website. If you perform a favor for someone, you can pass
them a Karma Seed card, ask them to check the card online, and request that they pass the card onto
someone else after doing a good deed for them in “pay it forward” fashion. Any recipient or giver
of'a Karma Seed can go to the website and see a history of the good deeds affiliated with the card.
Key

DT )T HT 4 F S 6)T HE & F NT 10) T

2
Teaching Tips
The teacher can ask students to recall how the words are used in the video clip so as to help
them understand the meaning of the words in the context.
Key
1) squeak 2) Utopian 3) atrophy 4) flunk
Meaning of the words for reference:
squeak [ skwiik ] v. achieve (or escape) by a narrow margin
Utopian [ juitoupan | a. characterized by or aspiring to impracticable perfection
atrophy [ '®trofi ] v. weaken or degenerate (especially through lack of use)
flunk [ flank ] v. fail

Teaching Tips
1D 82pBer: WApA ovidy B fon5)C

4

Teaching Tips
Encourage students to draw a picture while explaining Trevor’s idea. Guide them to think positively



and assure them it is quite possible to help make the world a better place by making small changes.
Key

The “pay it forward” idea can be described as follows: everyone can do three good deeds for
others in response to a good deed that one receives. Such good deeds should accomplish things that
the other person cannot accomplish on their own. In this way, the practice of helping one another
can spread geometrically through society, at a ratio of three to one, creating a social movement with
an impact of making the world a better place.

Pay It Forward °

Simonet: Now ... this class is social studies. That is you and the world. Yes. There is a world out
there and even if you decide you don’t want to meet it ... it’s still going to hit you right in the face.
Believe me. So best you start thinking about the world now and what it means to you. What does
the world mean to you? Come on! A little class participation here. Is it just this class you want to
get out of? Your house, your street? Any further any of you want to go than that? Yes?

Girl: The mall. That's only like two miles away from me.

Simonet: Well, let me ask you another question. How often do you think about things
that happen outside of this town? Do you watch the news? Yes? No? All right, so we're not
global thinkers yet, but why aren't we?

Trevor: Because we're 11.

Simonet: Good point. What's your name?

Trevor: Trevor.

Simonet: Maybe Trevor’s absolutely right. Why should we think about the world? After all,
what does the world expect of us?

Trevor: Expect?

Simonet: Of you. What does the world expect of you?

Trevor: Nothing.

Simonet: Nothing. My God, boys and girls, he's absolutely fight. Nothing. I mean, here
you are. You can't drive. You can't vote. You can't go to the bathroom without a pass from me.
You're stuck ... right here in the seventh grade. But not forever ... because one day you'll be free.

Class: Yeah! :

Simonet: All right, but what if on that day you're free ... you haven't prepared, you're not
ready ... and then you look around you and you don't like what the world is. What if the world ...
is just a big disappointment?

Boy: We're screwed.

Simonet: Unless ... Unless you take the things that you don't like about this world ... and
you flip them upside down right on their ass. Don't tell your parents I used that word. And
you can start that ... today. This is your assignment. Extra credit. It goes on all year long. Wait
a minute. What? What's wrong with this? What's the matter? Yes?

Girl: It's, like, so .... ,

Simonet: So, what? There must be a word to finish that sentence. Someone help her.

Girl: Weird.

Simonet: Weird.

Boy: Crazy.

Girl: Hard.

Boy: Bummer.

Simonet: Bummer. Hard. How about possible? It's possible. The realm of possibility ... exists where?
In each of you. Here. So you can do it. You can surprise us. It's up to you. Or you can just sit back and



