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Preface

“Few things show the human character in a more ridiculous light than
the circumstance of will-making. It is the latest opportunity we have
of exercising the natural perversity of the disposition, and we take
care to make a good use of it. We husband it with jealousy, put it off
as long as we can, and then use every precaution that the world shall
be no gainer by our deaths. This last act of our lives seldom belies the
former tenor of them for stupidity, caprice, and unmeaning spite. All
that we seem to think of is to manage matters so (in settling accounts
with those who are so unmannerly as to survive us) as to do as little
good, and to plague and disappoint as many people, as possible.”
William Hazlitt, Table-Talk.

This book, as its title suggests, is intended to be a comprehensive
guide to the drafting of wills. In addition to the selection of prece-
dents and draft wills which have been included, the text also examines
the major areas of law which are likely to be relevant to the practition-
er. As the book is intended as a practical guide rather than an academ-
ic text, references to authorities have been kept to a minimum.

Although it is outside the scope of this book to deal at length with
the intricacies of tax planning, the more fundamental implications of
the current tax regime are considered in the final chapter.

Unless otherwise indicated, throughout the text and precedents, ref-
erences to the male are intended to include the female and vice versa,
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and no sexist connotation should be inferred.

Whilst it is hoped that the precedents and draft clauses provided
will be of assistance to the practitioner, they are intended to be of gen-
eral guidance only and may need modifying to suit the requirements
of individual situations. In no circumstances will any liability be
accepted by or on behalf of the author or the publishers for any loss of
any kind suffered in whole or in part as a result of the reliance by any
person upon any of the clauses or precedents contained in this book.

It is not possible to mention everyone who has assisted in the
preparation of this book, but the following deserve particular thanks.
First, my husband Bruce Leyland who has helped greatly, particularly
in the drafting of the precedents; also Sharron Alldred, Kathryn Bates
and Valerie Simpson for their secretarial assistance; and third Brian
Dowrick, my research assistant, for his invaluable work.

The law is as stated on 11 March 1992.

Meryl Thomas
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