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:3 assage for Classroom Discussion

(@ The Latest Wonder of the World

The new library of Alexandria is almost ready to reopen, there is just one

problem: no money for collecting books.

In the days when 500,000 papyrus scrolls could store the entire
sum of human knowledge, the Egyptian city of Alexandria—at the
crossroads of Europe,Asia and Africa—was a natural site for the
world’ s greatest library.

It was here, under the Ptolemies, that man first calculated
the circumference of the earth and discovered the power of
steam, only to abandon it because energy from slaves was so
much cheaper. But when the Great Library was destroyed,
1,400 or more years ago, many works of literature and philoso-
phy were lost forever, along with scientific knowledge which
took centuries to re-discover.

But later this year the Library of Alexandria will open for
business once again—this time in a spectacular building, with the
world’s most advanced cataloguing system, computerised book
transport, CD-ROMs, microfilms, Internet connections and a
fire prevention system to ensure it doesn’ t suffer the same fate
as its predecessor.

The new library’ s roof is a tilted disc, 160 m in diameter, dip-
ping below ground level and said to symbolise the rising sun. lts cir-
cular granite-clad wall is carved with letters from almost every
known alphabet. The vast reading room, with 2,000 seats, rises
through seven terraces.
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