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It is essential that we create a new normal—in our homes, in our
nations, and in these United States—and that is what the dedicated
and talented women and men whose voices are represented in this
book are doing every day. The book is a treasure because it tells their
stories.

Gloria Steinem, author, lecturer, editor, and feminist activist

Women and girls keep this world spinning; they are also the key to
keeping it from spinning out of control. Women and Girls Rising moves
smoothly between personal and particular accounts—stirring testi-
mony from Brazil, Iran, Pakistan, China, Uganda. China, and the
United States graces this volumes—and analysis, eschewing policy-
speak without abandoning policy or politics. The result is humane and
instructive, a data-driven but never arid defense of the feminism
needed to promote social justice in a world in need. Read this book
and see a vibrant and global movement placing women and girls at the
center of agendas for health and human rights—and for social and
economic progress that doesn’t wreck our fragile and beautiful planet.
Paul Farmer, M.D., Harvard University and

Partners In Health



Women and Girls Rising

A growing body of evidence demonstrates that improvements in the
status of women and girls—however worthy and important in their
own right—also drive the prosperity, stability, and security of families,
communities, and nations. Yet despite many indicators of progress,
women and girls everywhere—including countries of the developed
world—continue to confront barriers to their full and equal participation
in social, economic, and political life.

Capturing voices and experiences from around the world, this work
documents the modern history of the global women’s movement—its
many accomplishments and setbacks. Drawing together prominent
pioneers and contemporary policymakers, activists, and scholars, the
volume interrogates where and why progress has met resistance and
been slowed, and examines the still unfinished agenda for change in
national and international policy arenas. This history and roadmap are
especially critical for younger generations who need a better under-
standing of this rich feminist legacy and the intense opposition that
women'’s movements have generated.

This book creates a clear and forceful narrative about women's
agency and the central relevance of women’s rights movements to
global and national policy-making. It is essential reading for activists
and policymakers, students and scholars alike.

Ellen Chesler, Ph.D., is a senior fellow at the Roosevelt Institute, where
she directs the Women and Girls Rising program.

Terry McGovern, 1.D. is Professor of Population and Family Health at
Columbia University’s Mailman School of Public Health.
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Edited by Thomas G. Weiss

The CUNY Graduate Center, New York, USA
and Rorden Wilkinson

University of Sussex, Brighton, UK

About the series

The “Global Institutions Series” provides cutting-edge books about
many aspects of what we know as “global governance.” It emerges from our
shared frustrations with the state of available knowledge—clectronic and
print-wise, for research and teaching—in the area. The series is designed as a
resource for those interested in exploring issues of international organiza-
tion and global governance. And since the first volumes appeared in 2005,
we have taken significant strides toward filling conceptual gaps.

The series consists of three related “streams” distinguished by their blue,
red, and green covers. The blue volumes, comprising the majority of the
books in the series, provide user-friendly and short (usually no more than
50,000 words) but authoritative guides to major global and regional
organizations, as well as key issues in the global governance of security,
the environment, human rights, poverty, and humanitarian action
among others. The books with red covers are designed to present original
research and serve as extended and more specialized treatments of issues
pertinent for advancing understanding about global governance. And the
volumes with green covers—the most recent departure in the series—are
comprehensive and accessible accounts of the major theoretical approaches
to global governance and international organization.

The books in each of the streams are written by experts in the field,
ranging from the most senior and respected authors to first-rate scho-
lars at the beginning of their careers. In combination, the three com-
ponents of the series—blue, red, and green—serve as key resources for
faculty, students, and practitioners alike. The works in the blue and
green streams have value as core and complementary readings in
courses on, among other things, international organization, global
governance, international law, international relations, and international
political economy; the red volumes allow further reflection and investigation
in these and related areas.



The books in the series also provide a segue to the foundation
volume that offers the most comprehensive textbook treatment avail-
able dealing with all the major issues, approaches, institutions, and
actors in contemporary global governance—our edited work fnterna-
tional Organization and Global Governance (2014)—a volume to which
many of the authors in the series have contributed essays.

Understanding global governance—past, present, and future—is far
from a finished journey. The books in this series nonetheless represent
significant steps toward a better way of conceiving contemporary pro-
blems and issues as well as, hopefully, doing something to improve
world order. We value the feedback from our readers and their role in
helping shape the on-going development of the series.

A complete list of titles appears at the end of this book. The most
recent titles in the series are:

Women and Girls Rising (2015)
by Ellen Chesler and Terry McGovern

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (2nd edition, 2015)
by Julian Lindley-French

The African Union (2Znd edition, 2015)
by Samuel M. Makinda, F. Wafula Okumu and David Mickler

Governing Climate Change (2nd edition, 2015)
by Harriet Bulkeley and Peter Newell

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (2015)
hy Turan Kayaoght

Contemporary Human Rights Ideas (2nd edition, 2015)
by Bertrand G. Ramcharan

The Politics of International Organizations (2015)
edited by Patrick Weller and Xu Yi-chong



For: Celia Sloban Chesler, 1918-2000
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Ann Walsh McGovern, 1932-9.11.2001
in loving memory
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