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Foreword

A few years ago, We published Things Chinese, a book about
Chinese cultural relics. I am very pleased that the book has been
favorably received by readers ever since its appearance. Treasures of
China is also a book about Chinese cultural relics and can thus be
regarded as a companion to Things Chinese.

Chinese cultural relics can be divided into two categories. The first
category consists of immovable cultural relics such as the Great Wall,
the Imperial Palace and the Temple of Heaven in Beijing. The sec-
ond category contains movable cultural relics such as those on dis-
play in museums. This book only deals with movable cultural relics
belonging to different historical periods. They are all rare treasures
either handed down from ancient times or discovered in recent
decades.

Chinese cultural relics are grouped into classes A, B and C accord-
ing to their value. Those rated as class A are fine works of art and are
valued as national treasures of China. National treasures are cultural
relics but cultural relics are not necessarily national treasures. The
cultural relics talked about in this book are among the best of class A
items.

According to statistics, China has a collection of more than
100,000 class A cultural relics. This book contains some 160 short
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