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US universities say “no cheating”

A POLICY that the University of Maryland rolled out
with little fanfare® this spring requires all students to sign
an oath — for every paper and every exam — swearing
that they did not cheat.

The pledge® was the idea of student leaders who
wanted to give some weight to the US university’s 12-year-
old honour system at a time when cheating — including
Internet-aided plagiarism® — is said to be on the rise on
campuses across the country.

The standard pledge says: “I pledge on my honour that
I have not given or received any unauthorized assistance on
this examination.”

So far the pledge has been given a lukewarm®
welcome, with some students saying professors regularly
ask for it, while others seem to forget.
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Some question what exactly it means to sign the
pledge. For example, professors cannot refuse papers that
have not been signed.

And, unlike oaths that are taken in court or appear on
legal documents, there is no penalty for violating the
pledge other than® those already imposed on people caught
cheating.

“It’'s never been clear to me whether it’s
mandatory®,” said Josh Korr, a graduating senior from
College Park, Maryland, and a columnist for the student
newspaper. “You’'ve never been allowed to cheat before. I
don’t know how the pledge would add to that.”

Others said the only deterrent® to cheating was the
one that already existed — the fear of getting caught.

However, many faculty members say the pledge gives
them peace of mind.

“I’m under no delusion this will stop everyone from
cheating, but it places a higher hurdle on the students,”
said professor Kate Campbell who required students to sign
a pledge even before the campus adopted one. “They can’t
claim they were never confronted with this.”

Some note, in fact, that there has been an increase in
the number of reports of cheating since the pledge took
effect — 39 more charges than last year. Pledge advocates
attribute the rise to® growing awareness and concern for
academic integrity on campus.

The notion of academic honour is hardly new to
Maryland. In 1990, the university adopted a student-run
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honour system, joining 100 other US colleges with similar
measures.

The administration gave students the power to
investigate and judge alleged® cheaters, a show of trust
they hoped students would respond to by respecting the
honour code.
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Schools wise up to ways
of high-tech cheats

WASHINGTON — George Mason University instructor
Anne Marchant calls them “patchwork plagiarists” — the
students who copy and paste together passages from articles
they’ve found on the Internet, and then turn in the work as
their own.

She catches at least one such student every semester in
her computer-science class, she said. She even discovers
such plagiarism in her computer ethics course.

“Certainly, cheating is pervasive®,” Marchant said.
“It’s usually deadly obvious. The introduction will be
written in broken English; then it will have this flawlessly
written, almost doctoral-quality body; then a conclusion
that goes back to broken English.”

Teachers and administrators at several Washington-
area colleges agree that cheating is on the rise — because
the computer has made cheating so easy.

High-tech offenses include using information from the

@ pervasive ¥ ik By
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Internet without proper attribution, buying term papers
from online paper mills, and sharing answers and course
work via email or diskette. Dozens of web sites are
dedicated to helping students cheat more easily and
successfully.

Professors are using the computer to fight back —
launching Internet searches to find the source of
purloined® material and installing software that detects
similarities in students’ papers.

The computer has made cheats out of students® who
otherwise would never have considered such trickery, some
educators say.

At Virginia Tech, the number of cheating complaints
made to the school’s Honor Court rose from 136 during the
1996 — 1997 school year to 280 last year. Most of the cases
involved computer-aided cheating, said Leon Geyer, a
Virginia Tech professor and an adviser to the school’s
student-run undergraduate honor system.

Last spring, for example, dozens of students in
different sections of one computer-science course were
caught electronically sharing work on an end-of-year
assignment. In another case, four students in one science
class turned in the same paper. The students hadn’t copied
off each other or shared their work — they’d all surfed the
web looking for a research paper to steal and,
coincidentally, had chosen the same one.

Penalties® for offenses such as plagiarism and sharing
answers tend to be harsh. And they should be, said
Virginia Tech’s Geyer. “It matters whether the guy who
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built the bridge cheated his way through engineering
school,” he said. “I’d worry about that.”

But Geyer said he does believe in giving cheats a
second chance. At Virginia Tech, the typical punishment
for a first-time offender is a double-weighted zero — which
often results in a failing grade for the course — enroliment
in an ethics class and 50 hours of on-campus community
service. A student who completes his punishment can have
the offense removed from his record.

Sam Miller, an assistant to the vice president for
student affairs at the University of Virginia, where the
mandatory penalty for cheating is expulsion?,
acknowledges that school officials might be getting
relatively few cheating complaints from teachers because
they are reluctant to subject students to such a strong
punishment. .

Miller serves on an Internet abuse resbonse team that
looks into computer-related misbehavior at the university.
The team handles about three cases a day, compared with
about five cases a month three years ago, he said. But most
of them involve floods of junk e-mail harassment, rather
than students copying from the Internet or from each
other.

The Internet offers a wealth of resources for
prospective cheats. In addition to the web sites that offer
thousands of research papers and book reports, there are
sites where students can submit math homework problems
to a resident math whiz® and online message boards where
students with very specific needs can help each other.

Among the recent messages posted at one such site was
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a student’s plea for a three-paragraph description of a
favorite animal — “Using lots of adjectives, please.”
Another student asked for help in interpreting “The Second
Coming” by Yeats, which brought this reply: “I just
completed an essay for English 102 on it. Nailed the
meaning quite well. If interested, I can email you the
whole thing.”

Ironically, the same technology that is making it
easier for students to cheat is making it easier for
professors to catch them.
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Cheating rises in UK colleges

LONDON — Britain’s universities watchdog, Universities
UK, has wamned of increasing plagiarism and cheating on
degree courses.

This follows fresh revelations® of an Internet service
charging for pre-written essays and assignments for
academic degrees.

The warnings came as new evidence emerged of the
activities of Elizabeth Hall.® The retired senior lecturer
from the University of Central England, Birmingham,
sells essays to students over the Internet.

A web site promoting Elizabeth Hall Associates
boasts: “The earlier you contact us, the more help we can
give you and the better the grades you will receive. ”

Academic quality watchdog, the Quality Assurance
Agency for Higher Education UK, warned that the service
signalled a worrying trend.
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