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Unit 1

Husband and Wife in the West

Text A Male and Female Roles
in the United States

From the end of World War II until recent years, the lives of
men and women in the United States usually had one form.!
Usually, men and women married. The man usually worked. He
earned the money that the family needed. The woman took care of
the children, cooked, and cleaned. In recent years, the role of men
and women in the United States has begun to change. Some
research has been done to study the changes that have occurred. Let
us look at some of the new ways in which these roles are changing.

In the traditional marriage, the man worked at a job to earn
money is for the family. Most men worked in an office, a factory,
or some other place away from the home. Since the man earned the
money, he paid the bills. The money was used for food, clothes, a
house, and other family needs. The man made most of the
decisions. He was the boss.

In the traditional marriage, the woman seldom worked away
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from the house. She stayed at home to care for the children and her
husband. She cooked the meals, cleaned the house, washed the
clothes, and did other household work. Her job at home was very
important.

In recent years, many couples continue to have a traditional
relationship of this kind. The man has a job and earns the money is
for the family. The woman stays at home and cares {or the children
and the house.? Many Americans are happy with this kind of
marriage. But some other Americans have a different impression of
marriage and family responsibilities.

The idea of marriage and family as a way of life has changed
recently in the United States. First, not everyone tries to get
married. Some people decided that they would rather live alone.
Second, many people get married, and then find that they are not
happy. Sometimes, these people end their marriages. They get a
divorce to end the marriage. The number of divorces in the United
States has increased in recent years. Marriage has changed in
another way. Many people get married, but their marriages are very
different from the traditional relationships. The difference in the
relationship is the result of different roles played by each spouse.

In recent years, the man has not always been the spouse who
worked. Many men now stay at home part of the time. They help
to take care of the children and the house. Since the man does not
always earn all of the money (or any of it, in some case), both the
man and woman may pay the bills. The man is not the most
important person in the house. He may share many important
decisions with the woman, and sometimes with the children.
Sometimes the wife will decide, and sometimes the husband will

decide. Or, all the family may decide together to go somewhere or
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do something. These are some of the ways that men’s roles have
changed.

In recent years, more and more women have been working.
They may earn money to help their husbands. In some cases, all of
the money is for the family. In this way, the woman and the man
reverse their traditional roles. The woman earns all of the money,
and the man stays at home to take care of the children and the
house. More women recently have decided not to have children at
all. Some women have children and continue to work. They do not
leave their jobs just because they have children. These are some of
the ways that women’s roles have changed.

There are two important differences in male and female roles
now. One is that both men and women have many more choices.
They may chose to marry or to stay single. They may choose to
work or to stay at home. Both men and women may choose roles
that are comfortable for them.

A second difference in male and female roles is that within
marriage many decisions and responsibilities are shared. The
husband and wife may choose to have children, or they may not. If
they have children, the man may take care of them some of the
time, or all of the time, or not at all.* The woman may want to stay
at home and take care of the children. Or she may want to go to
work. Men and women now decide these things together. Many
married people now share these decisions and the responsibilities of
their family.

I. Words and expressions

traditional [tra'difensl] adj. fE4LHY
household ['haushauld] n. (S L)L F A FEE



impression [im'prefon] n. EDZ, B ; RRAR ORI RO &

responsibility [riisponsi'biliti] n. FAE; FTEL;BRFT, X F (of;
for); a4

divorce [di'vos] n. [BER)HIE
e.g. the divorce rate B §ff ¥ ; get /obtain a divorce 3K #E B I ;

divorce by consent il B i

spouse [spaus] n. BB, %, %E;(pl.) kA

in some cases A A} {&

reverse [ri'vas] vt. W, X, FERMEHRTE, TR E

to stay single fE 8 & , R 451§

II. Notes to the text

1. ... the lives of men and women in the United States usually had
one form. (EFEX)REBLMERFRAEK RAE—MER,
2. The woman stays at home and cares for the children and the
house. WARGERE , FHEF . HHEXF,

3. ... the man may take care of them some of the time, or all of
the time, or not at all. B AT B M B F ] — Bt |, ¥
—H¥F T £, ZERLARH,

III. Grammar

1. since 5| R RERIENF
since ERENRMEFRNHBEAFHER ., BXF“Since
the man earned the money, he paid the bills” B M J& % 17 since
HERRBER”,518— M FEAEREMNT, Since 85 —IH
%R 5 %85 [ R 8 M 4], 40 “Great changes have taken place
since China carried out an open-door policy.”
2. THABRSATHE RN R
RENBEATUSAMSEASRAELEAH AL, — &



ME,AEZERE R, MRS = A EE,
EETHE QT UL %, W8 3P “marriage and family
responsibilities” , responsibility — 18] I B £ & 13 responsible, /&
MRZE. YAETHREARNNE, H—FRENEF, AR
XHFHERF

IV. Practice

1. Answer the following questions orally:
1) When did the family relations begin to change in the United
States?
2) What causes the families to change?
3) What are some of the changes?
4) Are such changes also taking place in China?
5) What is/are your opinion(s) of such changes?
2. Structure and vocabulary:
1) She did so well that it was not difficult to guess what

she left on us.

[A] impression [B] reaction
[C] comment [D] opinion
2) A love marriage, however, does not necessarily much

sharing of interests and responsibilities.

[A] take over [B] result in
[C] hold on [D] keep to

3) Will all those  the proposal raise their hands?
[A] in relation to [B] in contrast to
[C] in excess of [D] in favor of

4) The match was cancelled because most of the members
a match without a standard court.
[A] objected to having [B] were objected to have
5



[C] objected to have [D] were objected 1o having
5) I like watching TV 10 the cinema.
[A] more than to go [B] than going
[C] more than going [D] rather than to go
6) Many people complain of the rapid ____ of modern life.
[A] rate [B] speed
[C] pace (D] growth
7) American women were _______ the right to vote until 1920

after many years of hard struggle.

[A] ignored [B] neglected

[C] refused . (D] denied
8) I always  what I have said.

[A] get o [B] hold to

[C] lead to0 [D] see 1o

9) He moved away from his parents, and missed them

enjoy the exciting life in New York.

[A] too much 1o [B] enough to
[C] very much to [D] much so as to
10) What __ would happen if the director knew you felt
that way?
[A] do you suppose {B] you suppose
[C] will you suppose [D] you would suppose
. Cloze:

In American society today, more and more women are going
out to work either because they need the money tohelp 1 the
family 2  because they are more talented 3  doing a
certain kind of work. This naturally brings 4  some great
changes in the family. Women, if they like, don’t have to stay
at home, _ 5  her children and hushand. And many of the
6



husbands are 6

with their wives when an important decision 7
often they have to stay at home to do 8

done by women alone in the traditional marriage. 9

the boss in the family. They have to discuss

, and quite
was supposed to be

, the

concept of family in the United States today is quite different
10 what it was before the end of World War I1.

1) [A] to keep [B] support

2) [A] and [B] nor
3) [Alin [B] on
4) [A] for [B] out

5) [A] taking care of
[C] caring of
6) [A] any longer
[C] any more
7) [A] has made
[C] has been made
8) [A] what [B] which
9) [A] In another word
[C] In other words
10) [A] than  [B] from

[C] raising [D] maintain

[C] as [D] or
[C} for [D] about
[C] about  [D] out

[B] 1o take care of

[D] taking care for

[B] no longer

[D] not at all

[B] was made

[D] is made

[C] that [D] the thing
[B] In a word

[D] In a general word

[C] on [D] for

. Writing: Write a short essay of about 160 — 200 words on the

following social problem.

The divorce rate is on the increase in recent years both in

the West and in China. It is a solution to some [amily problems,
but not all. Give your views of advantages and disadvantages of

divorce as a solution to family problems.



Text B Runaway Wives

The dissatisfaction and alienation ( H & ) of young American
housewives with small children is a major concern of the women’s
movement. Feminists encourage young wives to do something to get
out of the kiddie corner.! One clear result has been a sharp rise in
the number of runaway wives.

Betty Friedan, in The Feminine Mystique (£ B8 ), first
described this problem. She called it “the problem that has no
name.” Many young wives think the American dream is a nightmare
((EX). They feel unwanted, unneeded, unappreciated, and most
of all, unfulfilled. They are out there in suburbia (3£ 3 ) slowly
going bananas.? And so, some of them are running away.

Ed Goldfader owns and operates Tracers Company of America,
Inc., a New York agency that specializes in {inding lost persons. He
says more wives than ever are running away. This is not because
they have found new lovers, but because they are bored and feel
there must be more to life than playing handmaiden (¥ &) to
unappreciative husbands and children.

“Ten years ago,” says Goldfader, “we were looking for 300
runaway husbands for every wife who fled.® By 1973 the number of
women caught up to the number of men. And last year we were
searching for 147 more missing wives than husbands.”

“The amazing thing,” says Goldfader, “is that these husbands
don’t pick up the danger signal their wives send out.* They don’t
listen to their spouses. Or if they do, they don’ t take them

8



seriously. When these women finally run off, their husbands are
flummoxed( i #&L)."”

When a man comes to Tracers for help, Goldfader interviews
him. He asks the husband questions about his wife’ s personal
history and physical appearance. The upset husband often realizes
that he knows very little about his wife. He may not be able to
remember the color of her eyes. This realization usually is his first
sight of the reason she left him.

If the wife does not turn up within a few days, Tracers goes to
work. Goldfader says the agency locates about three out of four
missing wives. The Agency informs a husband of his wife’ s
whereabouts and of her present living conditions. He usually goes
after her. And usually she is relieved to be found and returns home.
“But,” says Goldfader, “the pain both have suffered, and his
increased awareness of her dissatisfaction makes the marriage a

whole new ball game.”
1. Notes to the text

1. Feminists encourage young wives to do something to get out of
the kiddie coner. XBUE S E BRI FER MW ETITEER, BB
BEEEKET.

2. They are out there in suburbia slowly going bananas. #fi]# 7%
WINBIX @@ ERKT .

3. ... we were looking for 300 runaway husbands for every wife
who fled. RIIFRHEMNLREETHHAR=ZTHZ—,
4. ... these husbands don’t pick up the danger signal their wives

send out. XEXKRTMIBAFHMBINEFAINERES., X
BH“pick up" REZHEPHAH—-IRIE, BER“EZ (2
5)7



