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From the Editor

On 12 December 2005 at the Ninth ASEAN Plus Three Summit, Wen Jiabao, Chinese
Premier presented a speech under the title of Work Together For a Better Future
Through Stronger Cooperation in which he proclaimed that UNDP has set up a regional
poverty alleviation center in China and China is ready to host the Second ASEAN Plus
Three High — level Workshop on Poverty Reduction next year to enhance cooperation with
other countries in poverty alleviation. In line with the Premier’s commitment and
entrusted by China State Council Leading Group Office of Poverty Alleviation and
Development, the International Poverty Reduction Center in China (IPRCC) took to
design and organize the event and draft documents for the workshop. The workshop
tuned out to be a complete success with active response from ten ASEAN member
countries, Japan, Korea and ASEAN Secretariat and with the support from General
Office of China State Council, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Finance, China
National School of Administration, People’s Governments of Guangxi Autonomous
Region and Yunnan Province. The result will definitely come as a driving force for
regional efforts in poverty reduction and collaboration among the countries. The

workshop was also contributed by the Asian Development Bank.

Now the workshop proceedings including remarks, conference speeches, Beijing
Proposal , field trips, press releases and conference review are edited for publication as

a reference for those in need.
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Join Hands in Poverty Reduction for a More

Harmonious East Asia

——Address to the Second ASEAN Plus Three High — level
Workshop on Poverty Reduction

Hui Liangyu
Vice Premier, P. R. China

September 25, 2006

Distinguished Guests , Ladies and Gentlemen , Dear Friends :

September in Beijing is a time for refreshing wind and fragrant flowers. It is also an
important time as the Second ASEAN Plus Three High — level Workshop on Poverty
Reduction takes place in Beijing. On behalf of Chinese Government, I congratulate the

convening of the workshop and extend my sincere welcome to all the guests.

A world without hunger and poverty where everybody shares the wealth and prosperity is
a universal dream for the human being and thus a common task in front of all East
Asian countries. For years, substantial progress with poverty reduction has appeared in
the countries to add to overall social and economic development. It’s a result of their
efforts to catch up with economic globalization, to restructure the economy, to open
wider to the outside world and to get more involved in regional cooperation. Today,
government officials from ASEAN member states and China, Japan and Korea as well

as observers from international organizations gathered to exchange experience and
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lessons, to analyze difficulties and challenges ahead, to explore effective solutions to
poverty issues and to express commitments to actions against poverty. I have the
confidence that the workshop should make new contributions to the development,

stability and prosperity throughout the whole East Asia.

China is a heavily populated country in the developing world and also the important
practitioner of global fight against poverty. Poverty reduction agenda in China was laid
on a solid foundation which derived from fast and sustained economic development and
improved living quality since the founding of the New China, especially the reform and
opening — up. From 1978 to 2005, China’s GDP grew by 9.6% annually and in per
capita terms it rose from $ 226 to $ 1707. Since the 1980s, Chinese government
initiated an orderly and large — scaled poverty reducing program which is a symbol that
China took on a development — based road to reducing poverty that relies on government
guidance, mass participation, self — reliance and all - round growth, a road that
helped more than 200 million Chinese poor out of poverty. It is an unprecedented move

that contributes to poverty reduction worldwide.

Reviewing the history of development and poverly reduction, China can share its

experience and lessons in the following aspects:

First, the leading role of govemnment was put to full play. Guarantee to its people the
right to life and development is the very fundamental mission based on which Chinese
government designed its poverty reduction agenda. The achievements of reform and
development should be equally benefited throughout the nation to realize common
wealth and social fairness and justice. Chinese government mainstreamed poverty
reduction into national plan for economic and social development with the national
program of poverty reduction and development formulated. The government worked out
the Seven — Year Priority Poverty Alleviation Program in 1994 and the Development -
oriented Poverty Reduction Program for Rural China (2001—2010) in 2001. Chinese
government, for years, adhered to the development base for poverty reduction by
increasing input, strengthening infrastructure construction, restructuring industry and
utilizing local resources. Other measures included improvement of living and production

conditions of poor areas, enhancing the self — development capability of the poor,
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upgrading the education and medical care system so as to bring about a new image of
the poor region. Under the leadership of the Central Government, governments at all
levels have strictly abided by the head — accountability system to perform the principle
of clear accountability split. It has been proved by practice that a full play of
government role in leading the work should be the fundamental guarantee for poverty

reduction in China.

Second, mobilization of social actors is underlined. The Chinese is a nation that values
charity and warm heart, especially for the poor and the weak. Advocated and led by
the government, all social forces including democratic parties, social groups, NGOs,
private sectors and volunteers took an active part in national poverty reduction. The
spotted support project initiated by central and local government offices, the
counterpart support system between the East and the lagging West, the Intellectual
Poverty Reduction Project launched by democratic parties, the Project of Hope
organized by the League of Youth to help with school enrollment for poor children, the
Project of Women pushed by All China Women’s Federation to encourage poor women’s
role in local development, the Glory Project involving many private sectors, the Project
of Angel advocated by China Foundation for Poverty Alleviation and many others of the
same kind were all carried on in various forms with encouraging results. These efforts
turned out to be not only a boost for economy but also a stimulus to sense of social

responsibility .

Third, international exchange and collaboration in poverty reduction field were-
strengthened. For years Chinese government was actively involved in exchange and
collaboration with UNDP, World Bank, Asian Development Bank, and other
international organizations, bilateral donors and NGOs. These activities have added to
existing resources for poverty reduction in China and facilitated China’s efforts to learn

from world experience and update its performance in poverty reduction.

With the worldly — applauded accomplishment of poverty reduction, China remains a
low — income couniry with imbalance between the urban and rural and between different
areas. The challenge of poverty reduction is by no means less daunting. By the end of

2005, 23.65 million Chinese poor were trapped in poverty plus 40.67 million Chinese
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poor having their welfare at risk. Looking by area, the number of urban residents
whose income is below the subsistence line stood at 20 million and the number of the
disabled was 60 million. It takes every bit of hard work for China to finally attain its

goal of eradication of poverty and common wealth.

It is the most critical period for China to build a well - off society, speed up
modernization, establish new socialist villages and accelerate poverty reduction, which
may span from now to sometime in the futureareas. We will center on human needs to
seek for all — round, coordinated and sustainable development. We will keep the issue
of agriculture, farmer and rural areas on top of government agenda. We will balance
the development of rural and urban areas. We will abide by the guidelines of
manufacturing feeding back agriculture and addressing the remaining poverty with more
input and better conditions. China will contribute to world peace by its persevere
actions to reduce poverty and to maintain peaceful development. A country home to
about 1.3 billion population would evidence its commitment to worldwide poverty

reduction campaign by just removing poverty in its territory.
Ladies and Gentlemen , Dear Friends :

Additional to its strives to reduce domestic poverty, China has never been less active in
reducing worldwide poverty. At the Shanghai Global Conference on Scaling Up Poverty
Reduction in 2004, Chinese government made a solemn commitment to the world that
China would try its utmost to push south — south collaboration and increase aid to poor
countries up to its capability. As one of the important results of the conference,
Chinese government and UNDP established the International Poverty Reduction Center
in China in May 2005 which was located in Beijing. Chinese government is backing up
the center to be an important platform for exchange and collaboration on poverty
reduction for the international community, especially for the Asian Region. Chinese
government will make full use of the platform to development exchange and
collaboration with developing countries on poverty reduction and deliver trainings on
poverty reduction to government officials of those countries who are engaged in poverty
reduction. I am convinced that with your support and help, the center will for sure

make its contribution to poverty reduction in Asia and further in the whole world.



