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10 J. K. Rowling

INTRODUCTION

On an autumn day in 2000, a rowdy crowd of twenty
thousand people poured into the SkyDome! in Toronto?,
nada’. They were there for a big event. In the stands,
some people peered through binoculars®, eager for the ac-
tion to get started. The noise and excitement inside the
dome rose as the lights dimmed. Finally, the moment they
all eagerly awaited arrived. At first, the crowd roared, but
soon a hush® fell over the stadium. A small woman with
blond hair had shyly stepped onto the stage and opened a
book—her book. She started to read, bringing the familiar
characters and magical world she had created to life. This

was the largest crowd ever gathered for an author reading.
The woman in the center of the frenzy® was J. K. Rowling’.

Rowling had traveled to Canada from her home in
Britain, where the story of her own life began. It was a
life filled with books. Stories had fed her imagination from
the time she was a little girl. She read anything she could
get her hands on and wrote her first story when she was
six years old. Writing became her passion. During her
school years, she filled notebook after notebook. Then in
1990, a few years out of college, an idea popped? into her
head that would change her life. She imagined a boy named
Harry Potter®, an orphan who learns at the age of eleven
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that he is a wizard'®.

The vision of this boy wizard inspired Rowling. Dur-
ing the next few years — years of marriage, divorce,
teaching, single parenting, and poverty — Rowling plotted
out seven novels that would tell Harry’s story. In 1995 she
finished the first manuscript!', Harry Potter and the
Philosopher’s Stone. Twelve publishers rejected her work
before one took a risk and gave her a contract to publish
her book. In 1997 Rowling’s dream became reality. She
was a published author, one who was pleased just to visit
a bookstore and see something she wrote on the shelves.

But that was only the beginning. The story of Harry
Potter sparked the imaginations of people all around the
planet. Children and adults alike followed Harry into a magi-
cal world, where he finds true and loyal friends, studies to
be a wizard, and fights an evil villain'? and his followers.

Rowling had produced four more novels — each longer
than the one before — by 2003. The success of her books
is staggering'’. By early 2004, more than 250 million books
had been sold in sixty-one languages in countries around the
world. And Rowling, history’s highest-paid author, had an
estimated wealth of one billion dollars. This shy, passionate,
and funny writer, who had once hoped just to see her book
in print, was one of the most influential people in the world.

Rowling’s influence stretches from kids who have only
recently learned to read to scholars who write academic
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papers and hold conferences that explore her ideas. Her
books have led to a greater interest in children’s literature.
They have also led to censorship'* from those who say the
books promote witchcraft'® to children. But overwhelmingly,
parents and teachers praise Rowling’s messages of
kindness, bravery, friendship, and the power of good over
evil.

Rowling’s biggest influence by far is on children, who
have an intense love for her stories about Harry Potter. She
remembers clearly how she felt as a child and writes from
those feelings. She connects with kids and does not talk
down to them. And she writes as many words as it takes
to tell her story. Children are not intimidated by the thick-
ness of her books. In fact, many kids — some of whom had
never before shown an interest in reading — gladly turn
off their TVs and shove aside video games to delve!® into
Harry Potter’s adventures. They wear out flashlight bat-
teries by reading after they should be asleep. They dig into
their own pockets for the money to buy a book. J. K.
Rowling has created a world that invites children to ex-
plore their own imaginations. In doing so, she has accom-
plished what many never thought possible she has made
reading cool.
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QUESTIONS
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Where was Rowling’s home?

When did Rowling write her first story?

Who was Harry Potter?

How many languages were Rowling’s books sold in?
How much was Rowling’s wealth estimated?






Chapter ONE

A BoORN
STORYTELLER

In the summer of 1964, two dark-haired
strangers boarded a train at King’s Cross Station in
London, England. Pete Rowling was in the Royal Navy!,
and Anne Volant’> was a member of the Women’s Royal
Navy Service(WRNS), called wrens. They were both
eighteen years old and traveling to their new post at
Arbroath, on the east coast of Scotland®. Pete chose a seat
next to Anne, and the two struck up* a conversation.
When Anne complained of being cold, Pete shared his
coat. Nine hours later, Pete and Anne hopped off’® the
train together, a couple in love.

Soon Pete and Anne decided a life in the navy was
not for them. They left the service and married. Both
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were Londoners, used to the bustle® of the city. But now
the newlyweds wanted a quiet, peaceful life in the
country. They found what they were looking for in Yate,

a small farming and mining town near Bristol” in south-

western England. The Rowlings moved into a one-story
house on Sundridge Park, a gently winding street near
open fields. '

Although still in their teens, Pete and Anne were ea-
ger to shoulder the responsibilities of family life.
Hardworking and energetic, Pete wanted a career in
engineering. He found employment as an apprentice® en-
gineer on the production line at Bristol Siddeley, an air-
craft engine company in Bristol. Anne settled the couple
into their new home. She gardened, kept a spotless house,
and prepared for the birth of their first child.

Jo and Di

On July 31, 1965, the Rowlings became a family of
three when Anne gave birth to a girl at Cottage Hospital
in Yate. The proud new parents called their round, light-
haired daughter Joanne®, and no middle name appears on
her birth certificate. Soon everyone called her by her
nickname — Jo.

Jo’s earliest memory is of a day nearly two years

»

later. “I distinctly remember,” she said, “playing



