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v PREFACE

of the first two volumes of the series. If the index is
adequate, and every effort has been made to achieve
adequacy, the disadvantage of having the abstracts
appear in the chronological order in which they were
originally printed in The Journal will, it is hoped, be,
considerably lessened.



PREFACE

In 1932 a resolution was presented to the House of
Delegates of the American Medical Association sug-
gesting the advisability of publishing in book form the
medicolegal abstracts that are weekly printed in The
Journal of the Association. The Board of Trustees, to
which the resolution was referred for consideration,
reported it back with a favorable recommendation and
the House of Delegates thereafter adopted the reso-
lution,

Consideration was given to publishing a compilation
of the abstracts yearly but this plan was abandoned in
favor of a volume every five years.. Pursuant to the
authorization of the House of Delegates, the first volume
was published in 1932, containing the abstracts that
had previously been printed in The Journal during the
calendar years 1926 to 1930, inclusive. The second
volume was published in 1936, containing the abstracts
that appeared in The Journal from 1931 to 1935, inclu-
sive. The present volume represents the third in the
series and includes the abstracts that have appeared in
The Journal from 1936 to 1940, inclusive, all of which
have been prepared by the staff of the Bureau of Legal
Medicine and Legislation.

As in the case of the previous volumes, an effort
has been made to prepare an adequate index to aid the
user readily to find a discussion by the courts of the
medicolegal problem that prompts his research. It has
been suggested that the value of these compilations
would be greater if the abstracts were arranged in
accordance with their subject matter. Possibly this
would be true. The type for the abstracts, however,
is held over the five-year period and the difficulties and
cost of rearrangement of such a considerable amount
of type has not been justified by the limited circulation
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