"’ v‘c 0., o\ =4 YQI}"”,:Q.O 8S o
ﬂ: & ";‘03 T, 7 “'33%‘* .""? |

£~ HISTORY « 3
© OF THERAVADA %
~ BUDDHISM
N
 SOUTH-EAST

N | Al
§ ' amas oo
A v av PTY vp
SR TV ae, s\ e ..../%:«-

‘."...‘ ..t.g ‘.;o:qq@)\' ,C’.‘!P. l‘. .'. 1‘ ‘.,

| Kana_i Lal Hazra




History of Theravada
Buddhism in South-East Asia

with special reference to India and Ceylon

by
Kanai Lal Hazra
M.A., LL.B., Dip. Lang., Ph. D.
Lecturer in Pali, Calcutta University

Munshiram Manoharlal
Publishers Pot. Lid.



To
Dr. (Mrs.) Sirima Kiribamune,
University of Sri Lanka,
Peradeniya, Sri Lanka

First published 1982
© 1981 Hazra, Kanai Lal (b. 1932)

Published by Munshiram Manoharlal Publishers Pvt. Ltd., 54 Rani
Jhansi Road, New Delhi-110055 and printed by Radiant Printers,
36-G Old Market, West Patel Nagar, New Delhi-110008.



Preface

HE Theravada form of Buddhism exists in Ceylon, Burma, Siam

(Thailand), Cambodia and in Laos. Theravdda Buddhism is the
tie that binds Ceylon with all these countries of South-east Asia.
‘Religious Intercourse between Ceylon and Siam in the thirteenth
to the fifteenth centuries’ by S. Paranavitana,® ‘Ceylon’s relations
with South-east Asia, with special reference to Burma’ by S.
Wickremasinghe,? ‘The establishment of the Sihala Safgha in
Further India’ by N.A. Jayawickrama,® ‘Relations between Burma
and Ceylon’ by C.E. Godakumbura,* ‘King Lodaiya of Sukhodaya
and his contemporaries’ by A.B. Griswold and Prasert na Nagara,®
and ‘Ven’ble Upali’s Mission in Ceylon’” by Ven. Dr. L.
Likhitanonta® may well be regarded as important contributions
towards the study of this subject. Besides these works, another
notable contribution to this subject has been made by Prof. Jaya-
wickrama, this being an English translation of the Jinakalamalt.?
His introduction to this book, which contains much historical
material relating to the establishment of Sihala Buddhism in Siam
is valuable for the study of Ceyloun’s links with Siam.

Eminent scholars such as D.G.E. Hall® R.C. Majumdar,’
Reginald Le May,'® L.P. Briggs,"* G. Coedés,'* John F. Cady'® and
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A.B. Griswold* have made fairly detailed studies of the history of
South-east Asia. A considerable amount of research has been done
on the history of individual countries such as Burma, Cambodia,
Siam (Thailand) and Laos. E.T. Aymonier,” N.R. Ray® and B.R.
Chatterjee? have made valuable contributions to this study. Some
aspects of the religious and cultural history of South-east Asia have
been studied in detail, and the study of Ceylon’s religious ties with
Burma and Siam has received a certain amount of attention.
No attempt, however, has so far been made to show the religious
and cultural connections among the countries of South-east Asia
as a whole. In this work we shall try to show that Ceylon had
strong cultural links with her neighbours in South-east Asia. The
period from the eleventh century AD onwards is of special signifi-
cance for the mutual help and co-operation these countries afforded
each other for the restoration of the Buddhist Sangha and the
study of the Buddhist texts. The chief aim of this work is to
examine carefully and to evaluate historically the evidence in the
primary sources relating to the religious ties that existed among the
Theravada countries.

The subject has been discussed under three headings i.e., religious
intercourse between Ceylon and Burma, Ceylon and Siam and
Ceylon, Cambodia and Laos. The main reason for the special
emphasis on Ceylon is because from about the eleventh century
AD onwards the Buddhist countries in South and South-east Asia
looked on Ceylon as the fountain-head of Theravada Buddhism
and modelled their religious institutions on those of Ceylon. From
that period onwards the Sihala Sangha and Sihala Buddhism
constitute a strong and vitalising force in the religious history of
South-east Asia.

This book is a revised version of my thesis ‘Religious intercourse
among the Theravada countries from the 1lth to 16th centuries
AD,” approved for the Ph. D. degree at the University of Ceylon
in the year 1968.

Calcutta Kanai Lal Hazra
1 January 1982
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Chapter 1

Introduction and Sources

Sources
THE main sources on which our work is based may broadly be

classified under the following heads: literary and archaeological.
Literary sources include both indigenous and foreign sources.
Although thelocal chronicles and other semi-historical literary works
are useful, they suffer from chronological and other defects. In
this study the archaeological sources proved more useful and
reliable than the literary sources.

The eleventh century AD is significant in the religious and cultural
history of south-east Asia. From this period onwards Buddhist
countries in south-east Asia came into close contact with Ceylon,
which played an important role in the establishment and develop-
ment of the Theravida form of Buddhism in south-east Asia. It is
evident from our sources that of all the south-east Asian countries
Ceylon’s relations with Burma were the closest. Among the literary
sources for this study, the mostimportant is the Ceylon chronicle, the
Ciulavarhsa.! It is traditionally known that the thera Dhammakitti
was the author of the first portion of the Cilavarisa. The second
portion consists of eleven chapters. It gives a history of kings from
the reign of Vijayabahu II to that of Pardkramabahu IV. Its author
is still unknown. The thera Tibbotuvave was the author of the third
portion which brings the chronicle down to the reign of Kitti-Siri-
Rijasirhha (aD 1767-1782), the last independent king of Ceylon.
This portion has ten chapters. The Ciilavarisa affords us valuable
information regarding religious and cultural ties between Ceylon
and Burma. The statements relating to these ties in this book are

1CV, PTS.



