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+;* Before Reading

L J m Complete the following task before you read the text.

The two texts in this unit are about culture. How much do you know about culture? Try to find it

out by:

@

&

filling in the questionnaire for yourself.
comparing your answers with your classmates’.

/

Yes.

No.

I’m not sure.

. Culture is a learned way of living that is shared

by a group of people.

. Culture is a powerful human tool for survival.

. Culture is only limited to human.

. Culture is the set of ideas, beliefs, customs, and

behaviors that are shared by a people living in
a specific place and time.

. Food likes and dislikes are related to culture.

. Most food likes and dislikes are a result of the

different ways of life.
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+i» First Reading

Read the text as fast as possible and then do Exercise 1.

What Is Culture?

The word “culture” has many different meanings. For example, we
What does the word “an- = sometimes say that people who know about art, music, and literature
thropologist” mean? are cultured. However, the word “culture” has a different meaning for

anthropologists (people who study humankind). To an anthropologist
the word “culture” means all the ways in which a group of people act,
dress, think, and feel. People have to learn the cultural ways of their
community: they are not something that the people in the group are
born with.

Instinctive behavior, on the other hand, is a pattern of behavior that
an animal is born with. Spiders spinning their webs is an example of
instinctive behavior. The mother spider does not teach her babies how

- to spin webs. (In fact, she is not even there when they are born.) They
. know how to do it when they are born. This is what we mean by instinc-
tive behavior. )

As humans, we learn some of the ways of our culture by being
taught by our teachers or parents. We learn more of the ways of
our culture by growing up in it. We see how other people in our
culture do things, and we do them the same way. We even learn
how to think and feel in this way.

All human beings have certain basic needs, such as eating,
drinking, keeping warm and dry. However, the way in which
we take care of these needs depends on the culture in which

N we grow up. All cultures have ways of eating, drinking, dress-
%gt ing, finding shelter, marrying, and dealing with death. The
/' foods that we think are good to eat, the kinds of clothes we
wear, and how many people we can marry at one time are
all parts of our culture.
Our own culture seems very natural to us. We feel
in our hearts that the way that we do things is the only
right way to do them. Other people’s cultures often
make us laugh or feel disgusted or shocked. We may
laugh at clothing that seems ridiculous to us. Many people think that
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. eating octopus or a juicy red piece of roast beef is disgusting. The idea
' that a man can have more than one wife or that brothers and sisters can

Try to find the topic sen- |
tence of Paragraph 6 and |
Paragraph 7. |

marry each other may shock other cultures.
Ideas of what is beautiful differ from one culture to another. The

. Flathead Indians of North America used to bind the heads of babies '

| between boards so they would have long sloping foreheads. In the
| Flathead culture, long sloping foreheads were beautiful. Other cultures
| might think that they are strange-looking and unattractive. Many people
| cut scars into their bodies or tattoo themselves so that others in their

culture will think they are beautiful. Objects are inserted in holes in the

| nose, lips, and ears in a number of different cultures. In many twentieth-
| century societies, rouge, lipstick, eye shadow, perfume, and hair spray

are all used to increase attractiveness.

When people die, different cultures dispose of their bodies in differ-
ent ways. Sometimes bodies are burned. Sometimes bodies are buried
in the ground. In many cultures in the past, people were buried with

| food, weapons, jewelery, and other things that might be useful in the
. next life. For example, the ancient Egyptians buried people with little
' human figures made from clay. These clay figures were supposed to
. work for the dead person in the other world. A religious group called the
| Parsees exposed their dead on platforms for birds to eat. Some people
| practice a second burial. After the bodies have been in the earth for
| several years, the bones are dug up and reburied, sometimes in a small

container.
These are just a few of the many different customs that are found in

| different cultures. Most of the time, the different ways that are the cus-
| toms of different cultures are neither right nor wrong. It is simply that
| different people do the same things in different ways.

New Words
literature /'litaritfa/ n.

cultured /'kaltfad/ a.

written artistic works, particularly those with a high and lasting
artistic value X% :
(of people) refined; cultivated HEFRHY, BHFH

anthropologist /,&n6ra'polad3ist/ n. someone who scientifically studies human beings, their customs,

cultural /'kaltfaral/ a.

beliefs and relationships AKZEE, AKZFER
relating to the habits, traditions and beliefs of a society ( #%& ) X

GA R
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instinctive /m'stigktiv/ a.

spider /'spaido/ n.
spin /spi/ v.

web /web/ n.
shelter /'[elta/ n.

disgusted /dis'gastid/ a.
ridiculous /r1'dikjules/ a.
octopus /'pktopas/ n.
juicy /'d3uist/ a.

roast /roust/ a.

beef /bi:f/ n.

disgusting /dis'gastiy/ a.
differ /'difa/ v.

bind /bamnd/ v.

sloping /'sloupiy/ a.
forehead /'forid/ n.

unattractive /,And'treektv/ a.

tattoo /ta'tuy/ v.

insert /m'sa:t/ v.

lip /lip/ n.

rouge /ruiz/ n.
lipstick /'lipstik/ n.
perfume /'pa:fjuim/ n.
spray /sprev/ n.

dispose /dis'pouz/ v.

bury /'bert/ v.

weapon /'wepan/ n.

without thinking, because of a natural tendency or ability Z&EE#Y,
REM

AL

L (3K ) & (M) 2.%

g

1. a place to live, considered a basic human need ( ¥ H A K&
AFRREY ) EFT, BHZ4L 2. a place where people are protected
from bad weather or danger $%BE4L, Fakib

feeling extreme dislike or disapproval of something

very silly or unreasonable

=&

containing a lot of juice

cooked in an oven, etc. $EiTAY

the meat of a cow

extremely unpleasant or unacceptable

not to be the same as; be unlike

(bound /baund/) to tie or fasten

being high at one end and low at the other

the flat part of the face, above the eyes and below the hair

1. unpleasant to look at 2. having no good or positive features

to mark a permanent picture or writing on someone’s skin with a
needle and ink &0 &, - EZIFELL

a picture or writing that is permanently marked on your skin using
a needle and ink £ &

to put, fit, place something into something or between two things
one of the two soft, red edges of the mouth

pink or red powder or cream that is used to give colour to your
cheeks fRAE, A4

a colored substance that women put on their lips to make them
more attractive &

a liquid with a pleasant smell which is often used on the skin Z7K,
a8

liquid which is forced out of a special container in a stream of very
small drops M2, F{EMISE AR

to get rid of someone or something that one does not want or
cannot keep

1. to put a dead body into the ground, or put something into a hole
in the ground and cover it 2. to put something in a place where it
is difficult or impossible to find or see

the thing designed or used for causing physical harm
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ancient /'emfant/ a. of or from a long time ago, having lasted for a very long time

clay /kler/ n. a type of heavy sticky earth that can be used for making pots,
bricks, etc. ¥+, L

expose /1ks'pauz/ v. 1. to uncover or leave uncovered or unprotected 2. to make
known (something secret); reveal

platform /'platform/ . 1. a flat raised area or structure 2. a long flat raised structure at a
railway station, where people get on and off trains

burial /'berial/ n. the act of putting a dead body into the ground, or the ceremony
connected with this #%8, ZE3|

container /kon'temsa/ . a box, bottle, etc. in which something is kept, transported, etc.

be born with 54E%

at one time —X, — &, 8%

feel in one’s heart ILERE

laugh at A---fk, X

differ from... to —A55—7 (ERAE ) HAREE

dispose of Wi, 48, Bk

dig up i, xI

the Flathead Indian /05 'flethed 'mdjon/ RRLENE R A
Egyptian /1'd3ipfon/ BEAN, BRE(AN)B
the Parsee /82 pa:'siz/ farEA

Exercise 1 Choose the best answers according to the text.

1. What does the text mainly discuss?
A. The history of human culture.
B. The instinctive behavior of some animals.
C. Different ideas of beauty.
D. The various aspects of human culture.
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2. What can we learn from Paragraphs 2 to 4?
A. Instinctive behavior refers to spiders spinning their webs.
B. Culture is something that all human beings are born with.
C. Different cultures have different basic needs.
D. Different cultures lead to different ways of living.

3. Which of the following was considered beautiful in the Flathead culture?
A. Scars in bodies.
B. Objects inserted in holes in the nose.
C. Long sloping foreheads.
D. Eyes with eye shadow.

4. All of the following are mentioned as the ways to dispose of dead bodies EXCEPT

A. burning the bodies

B. burying the bodies in the ground

C. exposing the bodies on platforms

D. making little human figures from clay

5. According to the passage, which of the following statements is NOT TRUE?
A. Different cultures have different customs.
B. Sometimes it is hard to say one custom is better or worse than another.
C. People of different cultures will never do the same things in the same way.
D. People of different cultures may do the same things in different ways.

+;* Second Reading

Read the text again and do the following exercises.
Exercise 2 Decide whether the statements are True or False according to the text.

1. The word “culture” may mean differently to us and to anthropologists.

2. Unlike other animals, spiders can do things instinctively.

3. Without teachers or parents, we’ll never know the ways of doing things.

4. People learn the ways of their culture not only by being taught but also by growing up
in it.

5. What is regarded as a natural way of doing things in one culture may not necessarily
mean the same in another culture.

Exercise 3 Complete the summary according to the text.

To an , the word “culture” means all the ways in which a group of peo-
ple , , , and . Unlike animals, whose in-
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stinctive behavior is something they are , the different ways of human cultures

are something learnt later. As humans, we have to learn the ways of our culture by being
or in it. The basic needs all cultures have may be the ,

but the ways to meet the needs may vary with the kind of culture we have. What are regard-

ed as ways of living in one culture may not necessarily mean the same to anoth-

er culture. There is no way to tell which customs of cultures are or

It is simply that different people do the things in ways.

s;+ Oral Practice

.-

Exercise 4 Use the following expressions you bave learnt from the text to talk about how we
learn the ways of our culture.

we learn some of the ways of our culture by ...

we learn more of the ways of our culture by ...

we see how other people in our culture do things...
we even learn...

take care of, depend on, ... are all parts of our culture.

+;* Vocabulary and Structure

Exercise 5 Put the following expressions into Chinese or English.
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4. behave wonderfully

el

behave with great courage

behave like a grown-up

Exercise 6  Fill in the blanks with the words given. Change the form where necessary.

1. Keep indoors and don’t your
skin to the sun.

2. Thousands of people have been reported
bind

[ : injured and thousands more are in need of

\ bury : Capray food and .
N \ 3. With the way that technology and
/ everything else changes so fast, I think it is

i

3

" insert \ forehead

/ 4. Emily Jane Bronté was a British novelist and
[ shelter
poet, now best remembered for her only
; novel Wuthering Heights, a classic of Eng-
- ~ differ lish

5. My house was built in 1910, the upstairs

to expect to stay in one job from
the time you leave school until you retire.

literature ridiculoys | rooms have ceiling.
. 6. After he passed away, he was
- along with his wife on the top of the hill.
A 4 7. As soon as I found him wounded I went over
disgust instinetive . sloping and a cloth around his arm.
[ 8. The younger generation greatly
. / V from the older generation in many ways.
9. His hand shook slightly as he the
key into the lock.
10. He removed his glasses and rubbed his hand
over his :
11. If something is learned, it will vary from culture to culture. If , it will be
pretty much universal.
12. Many parents claimed to be by the amount of violence in the film.



Exercise 7 Fill in the blanks with the expressions given. Change the form where necessary.

1. When you use hazardous (F f2E#J) mate-

be bom with at one time rials, handle them with care and
‘ , them properly to protect yourself, your family,
 dispose of , laugh at ; and the environment.
: , | 2. A sense of humor is an attitude to life rather
differ from...to  grow up than the mere ability to jokes.

‘ 3. 1 never the ability to
deal with take care of take risks, but the truth about success in life
‘ ‘ is that the person who can take these risks is
digy up k  feel in one’s heart finally successful.

: ‘ ‘ - | 4. It sometimes helps to problems

o T one at a time, so the goals seem attainable.

5. Most teachers learn to teach by in a culture watching their own teachers
teach, then adapting these methods for their own practice.

6. He had a treasure chest full of gold and silver while playing in front of his
‘house the day before.

7. Words cannot express the sadness I for your losses.

8. Many users can access the same book as long as the number of uses is
within the limit.

9. Their study showed that the cultural belief about beauty care would one
region another.

10. My parents are old and they are not able to themselves, and I will do
everything for their comfort.
Exercise 8 Fill in each of the following blanks with a preposition or an adverb.
1. He volunteered to take care him until he could find the boy a foster home.
2. It is the responsibility of average home owners, as well as businesses, to dispose
their waste safely and legally.

3. In my memory, the theater has never showed any movies, although it had
one time.

4. They believe that the economic growth will increasingly depend the in-
vestments in culture and creativity.

5. People laugh me because I am different, but I laugh back them
because they are all the same.

6. T've been doing some research on our family history and I've dug some
interesting information.

7. 'Taking responsibility for yourself is part of the process of growing

8. Sometimes it is impossible to describe the extent of love we feel our hearts

for children.



9. the other hand, language, as a product of culture, helps the culture con-

tinue to exist.
10. Our children would be born the wisdom of yours and the appearance of

mine.

Exercise 9 Decide which of the expressions uses the word “@@y” and which uses the word
“angwmer()” and then put the Chinese parts in the following sentences into Eng-
lish, using some of the expressions.

EXPRESSIONS way manner(s)
(help yourself, but) mind your

a best to learn a language

(they are very rude and) have no

change the music is made
a of life

(a lecture about our) table

have a good telephone

work one’s through college
to my of thinking

have a long to go

(there’s) no of avoiding it

(do the same thing) in different

1. Every social communication possesses its own certain thought pattern, value, custom,

and (EBA).
2. If you are ever fortunate enough to attend teatime in England, it’s important
to CERIREVITAZELD).

3. Asayoung man, Milton Friedman went to Rutgers University, where he

(FEHT L8R8 7 KF) with a variety of jobs.

4. The country remains a developing country which still (BIE
AYEEFETR 8 K) before it can achieve modernization.
5. A pleasant and correct (FTEIEFAR) is therefore essential

for anyone working in the retail trade.
6. You’ve brought up two separate questions here, and FEiARH),

they are not especially connected.

7. We have two different cultures that have the exact opposite view on an issue and we
have (R 7MEMIE) who is right and who is wrong.

8. While eating in a restaurant, good (B K 1LY are essential.
Failure to follow them ruins dinner for others.

10



