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Harvard University, which celebrated.its 350th

anniversary in 1986, is the oldest institution of higher
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learning in the United States. Founded 16 years after
the arrival of the Pilgrims at Plymouth, the Universi-
ty has grown from nine students with a single Master
lo an enroliment of more than 18,000 degree candi-
dates'?, including undergraduates and students in 10
graduate and professional schools. An additional
13,000 students are enrolled in one or more courses in
the Harvard Extension School. Over 14,000 people
work at Harvard, including more than 2,000 faculty.

Landmarks at Harvard

Harvard University is home to many superior ex-
amples of American architecture.

Historic landmarks fill
the Old Yard. The oldest
standing Harvard building
— Massachusetts Hall —
was built in 1720, and,
during the Revolutionary
War, sheltered soldiers of
the Continental Army. To-
day the President of the U-
niversity, vice presidents,

and other officers are
housed on the first two floors; the upper floors serve

as living space for freshmen.
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The John Harvard Statue, located in front of
University Hall was cast in 1884 by Daniel Chester
French and is known as “The Statue of Three Lies” .
Although the inscription reads “ John Harvard,
Founder, 1638”, none of these three statements is
true. The seated figure is not really John Harvard,
since no authentic pictures of Mr. Harvard existed;
John Harvard was not the founder of Harvard College;
and the College was founded in 1636. The statue is an
immensely popular draw for tourists, and thousands of
visitors a year rub John Harvard’s shoe for luck.

The principle behind Harvards planning is that it
is better to adapt and restore what already exists than
to build new buildings on precious open space. The
strategy has worked well. Harvard College has built.
less in the past 15 years than at any period since the
mid-19th century, and the buildings are in better con-
dition than they have been for decades.

Largest Academic Library in the World -

Founded in 1638, the Harvard University Library is
the oldest library in the United States and the largest aca-
demic library in the world. The collections, housed in
more than 90 libraries, contain nearly 13 million volumes
as well as manuscripts, microforms, maps, photographs,
databases, and other materials. Most of these are in Cam-
bridge and Boston. Other locations include Washington,
D.C., and Florence, Italy.
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