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Unit 1

Section A

(Reading Time: 5 minutes)

The Importance of School

‘The school obviously plays an important part in your whole education. But
what part? Is it just a place — a place where you go to read your textbooks, to
write, to hear people talking with you? Is it just an institution — an institution
which is approved by the Government, which pays the salaries of your teachers,
which issues periodic reports on you to your parents, which rewards you, which
punishes you, which gives you an official grading for your years’ work?

It is certainly both these things — a place and an institution. But it is neither as a
place nor an institution that the school contributes most to your education. It is as a
gathering of people that the school is of greatest value to you educationally.

It is people who bring a building to life, and people who determine the
success or failure of an institution. So it is people who must rate highest in your
assessment of the educational value of your school.

There are lots of arguments about what education really is. But someone

perceptive once said that “Education is what’s left over when you have forgotten

all that you've learned. ”

Education does not consist in remembering a particular theorem (FH) or
date or definition or formula. It does not consist in getting a couple of credits and
distinctions in the public exam at the end of the year. It does not consist in doing
school work that enables you to join a particular social class later on. All these
things are the by-products of education.

Genuine education is deeper: it is more a part of yourself. It gives you

certain attitudes which are more permanent than selected facts. It gives you a
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training in reasoning. It gives you mental self-restraint: you get into the habit of
looking at both sides of the question before coming to a decision. It gives you a
respect for truth. It gives you a respect for people.

(327 words)

I. Reading Comprehension

Direction: Select the best choice for each of the questions or incomplete statements.

1. According to the writer, the school is of greatest value to us educationally as
. a place for us to have lessons and read books

an institution to issue periodic reports to our parents

an institution to assess our school work

o OEp»

a gathering of people

2. The author’s purpose in writing the passage probably is to

A. entertain the staff

B. support a theory

C. question a phenomenon in society

D. inform the readers the importance of the school

3. Which proverb has the similar meaning with the underlined sentence at the end
of paragraph 47
A. Tt is never too old to learn.
B. Let bygones be bygones.
C. What is learned in the cradle is carried to the grave.

D. He laughs best who laughs last.

4. 1f you are an excellent teacher, you want to give your students a real
education, what should you do?
A. Help students get distinctions in exams.

« 2.
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B. Continually assess a student’s work throughout the academic year.

C. Pay no attention to official grading for a student’s work.

D. Do not concentrate on the learning of facts.

5. Which of the following statements is true according to the passage?
A, Real education consists in getting some distinctions in public exams.
B. Remembering theorems or definitions is only a by-product of education.
C. Today people have the same opinion on education.

D. Education is what can be easily forgotten.

II. True or False
Direction: Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F).

1. According to the passage, the school plays an important part in

our life.

2. The school is of greatest value to you educationally as a place and

an institution,

3. People must be considered as the most important factor when we
assess the educational value of the school, because it is people

who determine the success or failure of the school.

4, Getting credits and distinctions in the public exam is only a by-

product of education.

5. Genuine education gives us a respect for people,
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(Reading Time: 4 minutes)

The Aim of a University Education

If then a practical end must be assigned to a university course. I say it is that
of training good members of society. Its art is the art of social life, and its end is
fitness for the world. It neither borders its views to particular professions on the
one hand, nor creates heroes or inspires genius on the other. Works, indeed, of
genius fall under no art; heroic minds come under no rule; an University is not a
birthplace of poets or of undying authors, of founders of schools, leaders of
colonies, or conquerors of nations. It does not promise a generation of Aristotles
or Newtons, of Napoleons or Washingtons, of Raphaples or Shakespeares,
through such miracles of nature it has before now contained within its precincts.
Nor is it content on the other hand with forming the critic or the experimentalist,
the economist or the engineer, though such too it includes within its scope. But a
university training is the great but ordinary means to a great but ordinary end. It
aims at raising the intellectual tone of society, at cultivating the public mind, at
purifying the national taste, at supplying true principles to popular enthusiasm
and fixed aims to popular aspiration, at giving enlargement and sobriety to the
ideas of the age, at facilitating ({# £ 5} ) the exercise of political power, and
refining the communication of private life. It is the education which gives a man a
clear, conscious view of his own opinions and judgments, a truth in developing
them, an eloquence(J A) in expressing them, and a force in urging them. It
teaches him to see things as they are, to go right to the point, to untie a skein(—
#) of thought, to detect what is sophistical ({Pl 2T IERY), and to throw away
what is irrelevant, It prepares him to fill any post with credit, and to master any
subject easy.

(315 words)



1. Reading Comprehension

Direction: Select the best choice for each of the questions or incomplete statements,

. The difference between universities and colleges is that

A. university is bigger than college

B. university never confines its views to a certain profession
C. the tuition of a college is lower than a university

D. university will train famous person

. Which of the following person hasn’'t been mentioned in this passage?

A. Newton. B. Napoleon.
C. Shakespeare. D. Hamlet.
. This word “sobriety” in this passage means .
A. state of being sober B. serious and thoughtful
C. solemn D. calm and serious

. Which one of the following is not the training of university?
A. Raising the intellectual tone of society.

B. Forming the critic or the experimentalist.

C. Facilitating the exercise of political power.

D. Refining the intercourse of private life.

. The tone of the author of this passage is
A. negative B. supportive
C. indifferent D. factual

[I. True or False

Direction: Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F).

1. The aim of the University course is trained good members of

050



society.

University must create famous authors and heroes.

University training is the great but ordinary means to a great but

ordinary end.

University education gives a man a clear, conscious view of his

own opinions and judgments.

Everyone must come to the university and accept the education.



Section B

(Reading Time: 5 minutes)
How Should One Read a Book (1)

In the first place, I want to emphasize the note of interrogation (£g[g]) at the
end of my title. Even if I could answer the question for myself, the answer would
apply only to me and not to you. The only advice, indeed, that one person can
give another about reading is to take no advice, to follow your own instincts, to
use your own reason, to come to your own conclusions. If this is agreed between
us, then I feel at liberty to put forward a few ideas and suggestions because you
will not allow them to fetter that independence which is the most important
quality that a reader can possess. After all, what laws can be laid down about
books? The batter of Waterloo was certainly fought on a certain day; but is
Hamlet a better play than LLear? Nobody can say. Each must decide that question
for himself. To admit authorities, however heavily furred and gowned, into our
libraries and let them tell us how to read, what to read , what value to place
upon what we read, is to destroy the spirit of freedom which is the breath of
those sanctuaries ( 3£ ff). Everywhere else we may be bound by laws and
conventions—there we have none.

But to enjoy freedom, if the platitude is pardonable, we have of course to
control ourselves. We must not waste our powers, helplessly and ignorantly,
squirting(ME4}) half the house in order to water a single rosebush(BI M) ; we
must train them, exactly and powerfully, here on the very spot. This, it may
be, is one of the first difficulties that faces us in a library. What is “the very
spot”? There are may well seem to be nothing but a conglomeration and huddle of
confusion; poems and novels, histories and memories, dictionaries and blue
books; books written in all languages by men and women of all characters,
races, and ages jostle(CZ i) each other on the shelf, Where are we to begin?
How are we to bring order into this multitudinous (${H AR £ #)) chaos and get
the deepest and widest pleasure from what we read?

(356 words)
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I . Reading Comprehension

Direction: Select the best choice for each of the questions or incomplete statements.

1. The only advice one person can give the other about reading is to
A. try to read by yourself B. take no advice

C. take the author’s advice D. take notes

2. Which is the most important quality that a reader can possess?
A. Independence. B. Instincts,

C. Reasons. D. Conclusion.

3. From paragraph 1 we can know that
A. experts can tell us which book we should read
B. Hamlet is a better play than Lear
C. we have no laws to bound in the sanctuaries of books
D

. we must follow the suggestions of ‘the author

4, , then we can enjoy freedom,
A. Control ourselves B. Help others
C. Be happy D. Train ourselves

5. “The very spot” in paragraph 2 means .

A. books B. poems

C. novels D. blue books
II. True or False

Direction: Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F).

1. If you do not agree with the author’s views, this article is useless

for you.



