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Elgar Encyclopedia of Environmental Law
General Editor: Michael Faure

The Elgar Encyclopedia of Environmental Law is a landmark reference work, providing definitive
and comprehensive coverage of this dynamic field. The Encyclopedia is organised into 12 volumes
around top-level subjects — such as water, energy and climate change — that reflect some of the most
pressing issues facing us today. Each volume probes the key elements of law, the essential con-
cepts, and the latest research through concise, structured entries written by international experts.
Each entry includes an extensive bibliography as a starting point for further reading. The mix of
authoritative commentary and insightful discussion will make this an essential tool for research
and teaching, as well as a valuable resource for professionals and policymakers.

I. Climate Change Law
Edited by Daniel A Farber and Marjan Peeters

Future volumes will include:

Decision Making in Environmental Law

Edited by Lee Paddock, Robert L Glicksman and Nicholas Bryner
Compliance and Enforcement of Environmental Law

Edited by Lee Paddock, David L Markell and Nicholas Bryner
Multilateral Environmental Treaties

Edited by Malgosia Fitzmaurice and Attila Tanzi with Angeliki Papantoniou
Biodiversity and Nature Protection Law

Edited by Jona Razzaque and Elisa Morgera

Chemicals and the Law: Waste, Soil and Products

Edited by Lucas Bergkamp and Adam Abelkop

Principles of Environmental Law

Edited by Ludwig Kridmer and Emanuela Orlando

Policy Instruments in Environmental Law

Edited by Kenneth R Richards and Josephine Van Zeben

Trade and Environmental Law

Water Law

Energy Law

Human Rights and Environmental Law

As well as traditional print volumes, the Encyclopedia is available as an integrated online resource
on Elgaronline ISBN 978 1 78536 952 0
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Foreword to the Encyclopedia

It is our privilege, on behalf of the IUCN Academy of Environmental Law, to introduce
this set of volumes comprising the Elgar Encyclopedia of Environmental Law and to
thank General Editor Michael Faure and the outstanding group of volume editors for
their invaluable contribution and commitment to the project.

The decision to initiate development of this multi-volume Encyclopedia was taken by
the Governing Board of the IUCN Academy of Environmental Law in 2011 in response
to a proposal from Ben Booth of Edward Elgar Publishing. It has been a pleasure for the
Academy Secretariat to work with EEP and Professor Faure throughout the implemen-
tation process over the past several years. We must specifically acknowledge Ben Booth
and Laura Mann of EEP for their diligent and systematic guidance at every stage.

The Elgar Encyclopedia of Environmental Law, a challenging and ambitious undertak-
ing, has represented an important opportunity for the IUCN Academy in collaboration
with a wider range of distinguished scholars and researchers to pursue its mission: envi-
ronmental law is essential for the achievement of a sustainable world that values and
conserves nature under the rule of law and justice.

Based on the quality and experience of the specialists whose commentaries and
discussion are included in the set, we are confident that the Elgar Encyclopedia of
Environmental Law will serve as a valuable and respected source of reference for stu-
dents, scholars, professionals, policy makers and other interested readers who will have
occasion to consult its content.

Jamie Benidickson and Yves Le Bouthillier
Executive Directors

IUCN Academy of Environmental Law
Faculty of Law

University of Ottawa
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Foreword to Volume I

It is with great pride that we can now present the first volume in a new set, the
Encyclopedia of Environmental Law. The idea of this Encyclopedia was launched several
years ago when it was felt that there would be a need to have a major research-focused
resource covering the field of environmental law. The idea of this Encyclopedia is to
provide researchers with first-hand insights into a particular field of research and to
provide detailed bibliographies allowing scholars to continue further research.

The idea behind the Encyclopedia is to focus on central concepts in environmental
law which go beyond the details of national legislation. The separate volumes in the
Encyclopedia should therefore be of interest to any researcher (or for that matter other
interested environmental lawyers) who seek information on specific issues related to
environmental law.

A unique collaboration has been set up between the [IUCN Academy of Environmental
Law and Edward Elgar Publishing in which my modest task consisted of overseeing the
entire project and selecting volume editors, together with the colleagues of the [IUCN
Academy of Environmental Law.

We can be happy that the entire set-up of this prestigious project has worked out very
well. Together with the IUCN Academy of Environmental Law and Edward Elgar, the
most important topics that needed coverage have been identified and volume editors
have been selected. We are very happy that we were able to get many excellent scholars
on board as editors for the individual volumes.

The current volume on Climate Change Law is the first one and a few others will be
published soon after. It is envisaged that within a period of one year a first set of approxi-
mately seven volumes will be published in the Encyclopedia.

This volume on Climate Change Law is one on which the IUCN Academy of
Environmental Law, Edward Elgar and I as editor of the set are truly very proud. We
had two excellent volume editors, Dan Farber and Marjan Peeters, both renowned
experts in Climate Change Law who have published widely in the field. They were able
to produce a volume with no fewer than 56 chapters with contributions from some of
the most famous scholars publishing in the area of Climate Change Law. Moreover, this
volume represents precisely the approach we wanted to pursue in this Encyclopedia. It is
not approaches in national law that are the central focus, but rather cross-cutting themes,
bringing the research and the volume to a higher level. We are very proud that we launch
this Encyclopedia on Environmental Law with this excellent volume on Climate Change
Law. I wholeheartedly congratulate my colleagues Dan Farber and Marjan Peeters, as
well as the contributors, for an excellent job done within a short period of time. Dan
and Marjan have set a very high standard for the volumes to come and I am sure, given
that we were able also to contract excellent editors for the coming volumes, that those
expectations will indeed be met.

I sincerely thank the IUCN Academy of Environmental Law and more particularly
Jamie Benidickson and Yves Le Bouthillier, the Academy’s directors, for an excellent
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collaboration and for useful feedback and input that contributed to the quality of this

volume. I am equally grateful to the publisher, Edward Elgar, and more particularly to

Ben Booth and Laura Mann for the pleasant and professional way in which they have
accompanied this publication process.

I sincerely hope and expect that this volume and those to come will meet the expecta-

tions of our readership.

Michael Faure

General Editor

Encyclopedia of Environmental Law
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EPA Environmental Protection Agency

ETS Emissions Trading Scheme

EU European Union
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Marine Environment Protection Committee
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