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"Nice to see you again

Vocabulary Parts of a conversation
4 Grammar Present continuous for the extended present
Speaking Making small talk

When we meet someone for the first time, we often make “small talk.”
What topics do you think are appropriate for small talk?

Lesson A

‘ the other person’s appearance politics sports

i your health your love life your salary the weather

e Match the sentences to the conversation functions in the box.

Conversation functions
a. greeting
b. introducing
c. complimenting
d. making conversation (small talk)
e. ending a conversation

: I'd like you to meet my friend, Ana. &

meet

: See you soon! Say hello to your family for me!

N
Wy =

: Wonderful dinner! Everything was delicious.

A
B

4. A: Hi, how are you doing?
B:

: It's a beautiful day, isn't it?

&)
= >

e !5. Read the responses below. Write the best
response under each sentence in Exercise 2.

Yeah! I'm so glad it stopped raining. Great. How about you?
Hi Nice-te-mreetyolL OK, thanks. Bye!

Thanks! I'm glad you enjoyed it.

o ﬁ Listen and check your answers.



Look at the photo of Bernardo, Sue, and Tom. Predict which three topics

they’ll talk about and circle them.

|
|
|

a death in the family
last night’s TV programs
soccer/baseball scores

their salaries

his or her appearance

school
their jobs

the weather

cost of his or her clothes
someone’s health

their love lives

why they’re there

o ﬂ Listen to Bernardo, Sue, and
Tom’s conversation. Which topics
do they talk about? Check (v) the
topics in the box above. Were your
predictions correct?

ﬂ Listen again and write T (true)
or F (false) after each statement.

1.
2,

Sue is surprised to see Tom.
Bernardo and Tom know each
other.

. Tom is Canadian.

Sue and Tom worked together.

. Sue is taking courses for her

master’s degree.
Tom is working in California.
Tom wants to see Sue again.



; o Look at the examples. Which ones use the present continuous? Put a check )
; next to them.

How are you doing?

The sun always seems to shine here,
I'm visiting an old friend.

| love the weather in San Diego.

Look at the examples again. Underline the correct words to complete the rules
in the chart.

Present continuous for the extended present

Use the present continuous to talk about temporary / permanent situations.

The present continuous is usually / not usually used with non-action verbs (for
example, be, know, like).

Underline the correct form of the verb in each sentence.

1. I do / am doing fine, thank you. How are you?

2. We take / are taking a class together this semester.
We see / are seeing each other every day.

3. I study / am studying English for my trip to the U.S.
[ always have / am having a lot of homework!

4. Josefa thinks / is thinking about taking an
accounting class. She likes / is liking math.

5. T know I seem /’m seeming tired.

[ don’t sleep / 'm not sleeping much
these days.

6. My brother lives / is living at home
until he finds an apartment.

7. They take / 're taking web design classes
at the university. They want / are wanting
to change careers.

8. Kyung-hee looks / is looking for a house
near her job. She spends / is spending
two hours commuting each way.




o ﬂ Listen to the rhythm in these sentences. Notice that the important words
are stressed. These words are longer and clearer than the other words.

How are you doing? Great! What about you?
So, how do you like California? It's great. | love the weather here.

It was good to see you again. Why don’t you give me a call?

o ﬂ Listen again and repeat.

G You’'re at a party. You haven’t seen each other in a long time. Talk
about what'’s happening in your lives.

Student A, look at page 136. Student B, look at page 138.

A: I haven'’t seen you in a long time. How are you?
B: I'm fine, thanks, really busy! I'm . ..

Write a letter to a friend. Describe what'’s happening in your life.
For example, are you taking any new classes? Are you living in
the same place or someplace new? Use the present continuous.

CONVERSAT
AR B [ T
A: What = you “oinc these days?
B: Oh, nothing. m jUS't hanging ¢




Why women iron

; Vocabulary Adjectives to describe a person’s character
r Grammar Comparative adjectives; as. .. as
Speaking Making comparisons

3
175} 0 Use the words in the box to complete the sentences.
S [ e —— —
| aggressive cooperative competitive emotional %
hiarchwverking  messy noisy talkative
1. Benis very vorking . He studies every night.
2. My brother is very . He never cleans his room.

3. Marcelo never says anything, but his sister is the opposite. She’s very

4. Could you please help? You're not being very

&2}

Emilia is very . She always wants to win.

. Jack is always getting into fights. He's very

6
7. 1 couldn't hear the movie. The people in front of me were too ;
8

. Talways cry at weddings. I'm very

0 ﬂ Listen and check your answers.

&

Describe the people in the photos.
Use some adjectives from Exercise 1.

<
-
>
¥

....



Which adjectives from Exercise 1 do you think usually describe

men? Women?

Women

Read the book review. Do the authors of the book Why Men Don’t Iron

agree with you?

Why Men Don't Iron

by Ann and Bill Moir

BOOK OF

THE WEEK

Why do women cry more than men? Why do
so many men like sports? In their book Why
Men Don’t Iron Ann and Bill Moir answer these
questions—and more.

According to the Moirs, the differences
between boys and girls are obvious from a very
early age. At school, boys are usually messier
and more competitive than girls; boys like to
win! But girls are often better students. They’re
more hardworking than boys, and they do
more homework. Girls may be more talkative
than boys, but boys are noisier. Some doctors
believe that baby girls are stronger than baby
boys. But by school age, girls aren’t as strong
as boys.

Why? Does society—our family, friends, and
teachers—change us?

A lot of people believe that society teaches
boys and girls to behave differently. They say
that as adults we can change this. The “new
man” should cook, take care of the children, and
be more cooperative and less aggressive. He
should be neater, more emotional, and a better
listener. But are these changes possible? Can
men be as emotional as women, for example?

In their book, Ann and Bill Moir say “no.”
They say that men are more aggressive, more
competitive, and messier than women because
they are born that way. And society can’t
change their behavior.

0 Read the book review again and answer the questions.

1. What are some differences between the behavior of boys and girls?
2. What do many people believe about these differences? What do the

Moirs believe?

3. What do many people think modern men should do?
4. What do you think? Are men and women born with different behaviors

or do they learn them?

Compare your answers.




o Study the examples of comparative adjectives and equatives ([not] as + adjective + as).

Boys are stronger than girls.
Boys are more competitive than girls.
Boys and girls are both sensitive.

Girls aren't as strong as boys.
Girls aren't as competitive as boys.
Boys are as sensitive as girls.

o Look at the examples again. Match the rule in the chart with the correct information.

Comparative adjectives and equatives (as + adjective + as)

To form comparatives of one-syllable adjectives (e.g., strong), a. use more . . . than.
To form comparatives of adjectives with two or more b. use the adjectlive, not
syllables (e.qg., tired, talkative, competitive), the comparative.

In comparative sentences with (not) as . . . as, C. add -er (than).

NOTE: Irregular comparatives: good — better than / bad — worse than

9 Rewrite the sentences so that they have the same meaning.

1. Women aren’t as messy as men. Men are _messier than women

Boys are faster than girls. Girls aren’t

Girls aren’t as noisy as boys. Boys are

Men aren't as talkative as women. Women are

Men aren't as emotional as women. Women are

Women aren’t as tall as men. Men are

Both girls and boys are hardworking. Boys are

® N e AW

Boys are better than girls at soccer. Girls aren’t

n Listen to these sentences from Exercise 1. Notice the short, weak
pronunciation of as and than.

ﬂ Listen again and repeat.

Say a sentence from Exercise 3. Your partner says the sentence that
has the same meaning. Take turns.

A: Women aren't as tall as men.
B: Men are taller than women.



