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I you've given yourself a 3 or lower on

« visit the Tupestry web site for additional practice
« ask your instructor for extra help,
« review the sections of the chapter that you found difficult

+ work with a partner or study group to further your progress
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GETTING READY TO WRITE:
BEGIN AT THE BEGINNING

Fis impressions are very important. That's why getting started in writ-
ing can seem so difficult—you want to make a good first impression. How-
ever, when the first words aren't perfect, it's easy to become frustrated
and give up too early.

Setting Goals
This chapter will provide you with some strategies and techniques for
starting to write. You will learn how to:

& brainstorm to get ideas for your writing.

has and
wordmapping to find and develop ideas for writing.

@ keep ajournal in order to develop your writing ideas.
4 prepare for tests by predicting questions.
4 learn to correct subject-verb agreement errors in your writing.

What other goals do you have for this chapter? Write one or two of them
here:

3
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Getting Ready to Write

Write

After You Write

‘Chapter 1 Getting Ready to Write ST

3. The narrator uses the word colored to refer to himself. How
might the language of the poem change if it were written today?
4. Why do you think the writer responded as he did to the assignment?

Look back over the readings in this chapter. You've read an ess:
interview, and a poem. From which did you learn the most Why
Which did you enjoy the most? Why? Which format do you prefer
for your own writing? Discuss these questions with a partner.

Write an essay in which you explain why and how you write. Re-
view your notes and readings from this chapter. Your essay should

explain the following:
+ Why you need to write
* What your favorite writing pracices are
* What your writing problems are
* How you hope to solve your problems

After you have completed your draft, you may want to have a part-
ner read it and give you comments and ideas.

TUNING IN: “National Spelling Bee”
Watch the CNN video about the National Spelling Bee. Discuss these
questions with your class:

* Who participates in a spelling bee?

* What is the job of the pronouncer?

* Why does the ‘pronouncer-in-training’ feel he will be a good per-
son for the job?

In your journal, respond to these questions;
The reporter said that the job of pronounce:

general public. Why do you think this is?

person becomes a pronouncer for the Nat
youlike ta train for the position?

Edit

In the next chapter, you will learn aboy
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3. Summarize the process by which malaria is transmitted. Use

d
chronological order (scc Chaprer 4 to review writing about
processes).

About the Writing

1. Desowitz uses some vocabulary that might he difficult for the av-

tof malara—that 1s,
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form the reader about
the problem and the efforts to control the disease.

These words are i the reading. How many do you kn

heck
isciss the words with a classmate, and explain any that vou

that your partner does not. Then write a definmon or an ex.

\_. ample sentence in vour Vocabulary [og,
- Scientists have linked — consensuy mmment resurgence
N K malaria, dengue, and ; ; i
§ eradication nfrastricrure unprecedented
* vellow fever to global T
warming. feasibility

Tull (verby) — watershed
v e e b — genocide — posticides

— groundswell _ pharmaceatical
Read Reading 2: Time to Put Malaria Control on the Global Agenda
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1 Growing intemational awareness of the impact of malaria, and in

I particular the prospect of an imminent catastrophe i Africa, is
generating an unprecedented groundswell for a bold new effort

in control.

Exactly 100 years after Ronald Ross discovered the role of the
% mosquito in the life cycle of the malaria parasite, efforts to control
HEERT. SIEPRE G5 R e e e
Over the past year, a number of fesearch organizations, led by the
E&ﬂﬁ I:P W%Iﬁﬁi‘iﬁ U5, National Institutes of Health (NIH) and France
= L ° Pasteur, have been meeting with malaria research
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1 Getting Ready to
Write: Begin at
the Beginning
Page 2

Brainstorming to get ideas for your writing

Using invention techniques such as freewriting,
quickwriting, and wordmapping

Keeping a journal to develop your writing
ideas

Correcting subject-verb agreement errors in
your writing

2 Narration:
A Story to Tell
Page 20

3 Description:
Building Images
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4 Processes:
Simple Magic
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Reflecting on what you know to begin your
writing

Discovering resources on campus and in your
community to help you with research

Getting and giving feedback on writing

Avoiding sentence fragments

Brainstorm, or generate lists of ideas, to help
you discover what you want to write about.

Use invention techniques such as freewriting,
quickwriting, and wordmapping to find
and develop ideas for writing.

Reflect on what you already know, and find

out what others know about your topic,
to help you begin your writing.

Get and give feedback on writing to improve
your writing and the writing of your
classmates.

Using pictures to help you visualize what you
are going to write about

Avoiding and fixing run-ons, comma splices,
and misused conjunctions

Use pictures to help you visualize what you
are going to write about.
Learn the specialized vocabulary of a field

or profession to write more accurately in
that field.

Making outlines for your reading and your
writing

Considering the audience for your writing

Using articles accurately in your writing

5 Evaluation:
Comparing
Different Views
Page 80
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Using comparisons and contrasts in your
writing

Using quotations in your writing

Writing parallel structures effectively

Make outlines for both your reading and
your writing to understand the organization.

Consider the audience for your writing to
help you to write more effectively.

Use comparisons and contrasts to help you

evaluate ideas in writing.

Use quotations in your writing to help you
communicate your ideas more strongly.
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Do

Keep a journal in order to
develop your writing
ideas.

Discover the resources on
campus and in your com-
munity for research.

. Learn to use dictionaries
effectively to help you in
all areas of your studies.

Take notes effectively to
learn more efficiently and
to remember more of
your learning,

CNN
VIDEO CLIPS
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“National Spelling Bee”
A reporter explains who
participates in spelling
bees and how they are
organized.

“Mother Teresa”
A look at the life and
accomplishments of one
individual who made a
difference.

“Ice Hotel”
A description of an unusual
hotel located in the Arctic
Circle.

“The Iditarod Race”
An explanation of the
history of this race and
what it takes to win it.

| Find experts and sources

‘ in your community to

‘ help you locate informa-
|~ tion you need to succeed
] in your studies.

|

|

“The Triple Trailer Truck”

A discussion of the
potential danger of these
large vehicles contrasted
with their advantages to
businesses.

GRAMMAR YOU
CAN USE

FROM READING
TO WRITING

Subject-verb agreement

Reading 1: an explanation of
freewriting

Reading 2: an interview with a
writer about journal writing

Reading 3: a poem about the
motivation for writing

Writing Activity:
An essay explaining your
motivation for writing and
your writing techniques

Avoiding sentence fragments

Reading 1: a biography about
Albert Einstein

Reading 2: a biography about
Mother Teresa

Reading 3: a biography about
Jules Verne written by a
student

Writing Activity:
A biographical essay about
a person of your choice

Avoiding and fixing run-ons,
comma splices, and misused
conjunctions

Reading 1: a description of
children’s secret places
Reading 2: a description of
the Bilbao Guggenheim
museum
Writing Activity:
A descriptive essay about a
building of your choice

Articles

Reading 1: an explanation of
the process involved with
using chopsticks

Reading 2: an explanation of
the process that led to the for-
mation of the earth’s moon

Writing Activity:

A paper explaining a
process you know well

Parallel structures

Reading 1: an evaluation of the
advantages of leasing business
equipment versus buying it

Reading 2: an evaluation of
the disadvantages of leasing
equipment

Writing Activity:

An essay comparing and
contrasting objects or serv-
ices of your choice
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Developing a clear point of view in your re-
search writing

Using quotations effectively and correctly
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Page 120
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cal writing
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Making paragraphs coherent and unified
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Understanding common problems and pitfalls
in persuasive writing

Eliminating wordiness in your writing
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Making a Case
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address required in business writing
Using spelling rules to avoid mistakes in
spelling

10 Proposing:
The Science of
Business, the

Business of Science
Page 186

Appendix Page 206

Skills Index

Page 221

Think about the purposes for writing to
write in a more focused way.

Use library resources to make your essays
stronger and more informative.

Develop a clear point of view in your re-
search writing to make it more interesting.

Learn to write effective conclusions in order
to make your writing more effective.

Use specialized vocabulary to write about lit
erature more precisely.

Write a strong thesis statement to make your
writing clear.

Examine writing for important features you

have learned.

Understand common problems and pitfalls
in persuasive writing,.

Understand and use proper writing formats
in workplace communication to succeed in
your communication goal.

Understand the appropriate types of address
required in business writing.
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Familiarize yourself with
what is in your library
to do research more effi-

ciently in all your classes.
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“Panic Disorder”
An explanation of panic
attacks, who is most likely
to suffer them, and what
can be done to treat them.

Avoid plagiarism in all of
your writing.

GRAMMARYOU FROM READING
CAN USE TO WRITING
Prepositions Reading 1: an informative essay

on how malaria is transmitted
Reading 2: an informative piece
on the social and political im-
pact of malaria
Writing Activity:
An informative essay about a
disease that interests you

“Boston University
Plagiarism”
A university dean is asked
to resign after using some-
one else’s words in a
speech.

Prepare for quizzes to help ~ “The Bush Family”

you in your classes.

A look at how this politi-
cal family dealt with cam-
paigning and made the
adjustment to life in the
spotlight.

Reading 1: a definition of a re-
search paper

Reading 2: a sample research
paper on the common cold

Writing Activity:
A research paper on the topic
of your choice

Quotations in research

Paragraph unity and
coherence

Reading 1: a story about a con-
flict in philosophy between a
father and his son

Reading 2: a story about family
traditions and conflicts

Writing Activity:

An analytical essay on the role
of traditions in family life

Learn to work effectively
in a group to help with
group work assigned in
all your classes.

“The Bilingual Education
Controversy”
A look at both sides of the
controversial debate over
bilingual education in the
United States.

Consider your career op-
tions early to help you
choose the right courses
while you are in school.

Reading 1: promotional mater-
ial from a nonprofit organiza-
tion asking for a donation

Reading 2: an argument
urging North Americans to
examine their habit of moving
frequently

Writing Activity:

A persuasive essay on what
you believe is an important
problem in your community

Eliminating wordiness

“Summer Jobs”
Advice on how to get a
summer job.

Reading 1: a research proposal
for studying earthquakes writ-
ten by a student

Writing Activity:

A proposal for a business or
research project you would
like to complete

Spelling rules
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I ook closely at the photo, and then discuss these ques-
tions with your classmates:

* What types of writing do you enjoy doing?
* For whom do you like to write?
* Do you keep a journal? Why or why not?
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GETTING READY TO WRITE:
BEGIN AT THE BEGINNING

First impressions are very important. That's why getting started in writ-
ing can seem so difficult—you want to make a good first impression. How-
ever, when the first words aren't perfect, it's easy to become frustrated
and give up too early.

Setting Goals

This chapter will provide you with some strategies and techniques for
starting to write. You will learn how to:

€ brainstorm to get ideas for your writing.

4 useinvention techniques such as freewriting, quickwriting, and
wordmapping to find and develop ideas for writing.

€ keep ajournal in order to develop your writing ideas.
& prepare for tests by predicting questions.
& learn to correct subject-verb agreement errors in your writing.

What other goals do you have for this chapter? Write one or two of them
here:

® 9 04



4 Tapestry Writing 4

aétting Started Discuss these questions with a partner or with your classmates:
* What is the most difficult part of starting the writing process for
you?
* What do you think you do well when you write?
* What writing problem would you like more help with?
MEETING THE TOPIC

...I.l‘..........'...l.......'...................‘...............Q...ll......l.

Getting Ready to Read

Apply the Strategy

What are your writing practices? Have you ever thought about how
you write? Do you write in a journal or at the computer? Do you
write slowly, thinking over each word, or do you write in a frenzy
and edit afterwards? In this chapter, you will think and write about
your own practices, and learn how to improve upon them. You will
also write about how and why people write.

‘B rainstorm, or generate lists of ideas, to help you discover what
you want to write about. Brainstorming means coming up with
as many ideas as you can think of without stopping to think about
or judge them. Brainstorming is an easy and popular technique for
getting started in writing. You can brainstorm alone, with a partner,
or with a group of classmates. You can brainstorm aloud, on paper,
or in your head.

Brainstorming is what it sounds like—creating a “storm” of
ideas in your head. Storms aren’t slow, logical events that stop to
think and correct themselves. They move quickly; you should, too.

Brainstorm a list of all the reasons that you think learning to write
well is important. If you are working alone, list all your ideas. If
you're working in a group, keep talking and asking questions, writing
them down as you discuss them. Here are two ideas to get you started:

* to do well on class papers
* to get a better job



Chapter 1  Getting Ready to Write 5

Continue the list. Think of as many ideas as you can in five minutes.
(If you are making one list as a group, be sure to make a copy of
your list for everyone.)

Apply the Strategy

Use invention techniques such as freewriting, quickwriting, and
word mapping to find and develop ideas for writing. Freewrit-
ing, quickwriting, and word mapping are all techniques that writers
use to discover ideas to write about. Freewriting means writing
whatever comes to your mind, without being concerned with gram-
mar or spelling. Quickwriting is similar to freewriting, but begins
with a suggested, specific topic. All the other guidelines are the same
as in freewriting: keep writing, and don’t worry about spelling,
punctuation, or grammar. Just continue to write and generate ideas.
You can edit and revise later, if you want.

Word mapping is a way to link ideas together in a visual presen-
tation. Take a piece of blank paper and write your topic in the cen-
ter, then draw a circle or box around it. Next, write the main ideas
of the topic in different places around it, and circle or box each of
these. Draw arrows from your topic to each of those main ideas.
Then work from each main idea and write some further ideas asso-
ciated with those, continuing outward. An example is given for you
in the following illustration:

* Make a list
® Work quickly
® Use in other

st
sl il writing projects

Ways to start the
writing process

Freewriting

Use the ideas you thought of in the brainstorming activity. Make a
word map for the topic of why it’s important to learn to write well.
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In the following pages, you will read about these techniques and
practice using them. The first technique you will read about is
freewriting, a way to free the mind to find ideas without being lim-
ited by editing. This technique was developed by Peter Elbow, who
explains this method in the following short essay.

The words and phrases in this list are taken from the following read-
ing. How many of them do you know? Check them off. Look up the
ones you don’t, or discuss them with a classmate. Then write a defi-
nition or an example sentence in a Vocabulary Log. A Vocabulary
Log is a notebook or section of a notebook used to record new
words and phrases.

Gocabulary Check

Read, read, read.
Read everything—

trash, classics, good — babbling interpose
and bad, and see tch cch - bberi
LS, catch-as-catch-can  _____ jabbering

coherent — magenta

—WILLIAM FAULKNER
A compulsive —— pertaining
— garbled — squiggle
ingrained — tactic
Read Reading 1: Freewriting
Peter Elbow

1 The most effective way | know to improve your get stuck it's fine to write “l can’t think what to

writing is to do freewriting exercises regularly.
At least three times a week. They are some-
times called “automatic writing,” “babbling,” or
“jabbering” exercises. The idea is simply to
write for ten minutes (later on, perhaps fifteen
or twenty). Don't stop for anything. Go quickly
without rushing. Never stop to look back, to
cross something out, to wonder how to spell
something, to wonder what word or thought
to use, or to think about what you are doing. If
you can't think of a word or a spelling, just use
a squiggle or else write, “I can't think of it." Just
put down something. The easiest thing is just
to put down whatever is in your mind. If you

say, | can’t think what to say” as many times as
you want, or repeat the last word you wrote
over and over again; or anything else. The only
requirement is that you never stop.

What happens to a freewriting exercise is
important. It must be a piece of writing which,
even if someone reads it, doesn't send any rip-
ples back to you. it is like writing something
and putting it in a bottle in the sea. The
teacherless’ class helps your writing by provid-
ing maximum feedback. Freewritings help you
by providing no feedback at ail. When | assign
one, | invite the writer to let me read it. But |
also tell him to keep it if he prefers. | read it

'Peter Elbow wrote a book called Writing Without Teachers, a popular book about learning to write.



