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Paragraph

1

As an introduction, the first paragraph supplies the basic information for the whole story.

The following questions could be asked:

1) How did the author feel about her trip to Hawaii?

She felt pretty uncertain and worried about what would happen, so she had more anxiety than
joy.

2) How would you describe the relationship between the author and her father?

It seems that between the author and her father there was a gap which was caused by the
father’s “particular demands” and the author’s “bullheadedness” , which was widened by her mar-
riage with a haole, a non-Chinese, against his will.

The last sentence is a clear indication that the following paragraphs will be an account of

some particular events about their breach.

LANGUAGE WORK

1. apprehension =# anxiety about the future, expectation of something unpleasant
We waited for their decision with a great deal of apprehension.
apprehensive adj.



Unit 1

An Integrated English Course (2) Teacher’s Book

I must admit that before my baby was born 1 was apprehensive about motherhood.
stern EF° serious, strict, severe

[N

The college principal was a stern old Scotsman called Mr. Fraser.
sternly adv.
When she did not answer he said sternly and coldly, “Do you understand me?”
3. typical g&& having the distinctive qualities of a particular type of person or thing
McGarron looked like a typical American car salesman.
typically adv.
Everyone admired his typically Greek fearlessness when dealing with any official.

" ANALYSIS

Paragraphs
- 2-4

The three paragraphs elaborate on how their problems arose from their different personal pref-
erences and how these differences have developed into a kind of “cold war” (silence). It is a
flashback into the author’s early years.

The second paragraph lists a number of her father’s unreasonable demands in her childhood
and adolescent time. The third paragraph is about her option of college and marriage against her
father’s will. .The fourth paragraph describes the result of their clashes — they are both psycholog-
ically and physically set apart.

The following questions could be asked:

1) Would you please find out what particular demands the father put on the author?

Refer to Paragraph 2. The father expects the author to follow her mother’s model in all re-
spects — not only in behavior, but also in the choice of companions, education, career and even
marriage.

2) What was the father’s attitude towards the author’s marriage? And what was the reason?

Her father obviously disapproved of her marriage, because he hoped that she would marry a
man in his ethnic group on the islands so that she would settle down there.

3) How did the father express his disapproval?

The father expressed his disapproval in silence : never to visit his daughter and never speak to
her over the phone.

LANGUAGE WORK

4. hold up &% to show as an example
Mary was always holding up her children as paragons of good behavior.
His son was held up as a model of hard work. _

5. feminine g% typical of a woman, especially in a way that is graceful or attractive
Nowadays many women rejected the old feminine roles of wife and mother.
“How did you know I was lying?” “Call it feminine intuition. ”




10.

11.

12.

13.

Unit 1

Text I My Father’s Shadow

mingle > to mix so as to form an individual whole, while keeping separate qualities
As 1 spoke his expression was one of amazement mingled with fury.
She mingles tradition and originality in her design.
follow in someone’s footsteps &% to follow an example set by someone in the past
Charles’s children will follow in his footsteps and go to the same school.
enroll g% to make officially a member of a group, school or course
She decided to enroll in the history course at the local evening school.
He enrolled in a business school.
marry into (a family or a social class) @& to become a member of a certain family or social
class by marriage
The only reason Camilla has so much money is that she married into the aristocracy.
announce §# to tell the public about a decjsion that has been made
The princess announced her engagement to that businessman.
The princess announced that she was going to marry that businessman.
announcement n.
Two days after Hirohito’s death, the announcement was made that the Duke would re-
present the royal family at his funeral.
subsequent &> following or happening after
In subsequent lessons the teacher made clear what she had said at the beginning.
subsequently adv. '
They started their research using a method which was subsequently proved to be unsatis-
factory.
disapproval g% (often used with of) having or expressing an unfavorable opinion
My father could easily have opposed our marriage or at least expressed his disapproval.
Football managers voiced their disapproval of people who sell tickets unofficially.
disapprove V.
I am sorry 1 must disapprove your action.
The workers strongly disapprove of the firm’s new methods on the assembly line.
estrangement g% causing (esp. people in a family) to become unfriendly towards each other
His estrangement from his brothers and sisters made his parents quite worried.
estrange v.
Steve became increasingly estranged from his wife and children.
His behavior estranged him from his friends.

Paragraphs

}“'5?5‘-‘3-»6

In Paragraph 5 the author recalls her childhood when she enjoyed her father’s profound love.

This recall is important, because it not only shows the father is capable of parental love, but also
suggests the author’s yearning to turn the clock back and be her father’s little daughter again.

.3.
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Paragraph 6 returns to the present moment when, after long years of estrangement, the author
cannot but wonder whether her father will extend his love for his “little daughter” to his crossbred
grandson.

The following question could be asked:
Is the author prepared for the worst?

Refer to Paragraph 6. She is thinking of the possibility that her father might not accept her
baby.

14. flood %" to arrive (at) in large numbers
Requests for information flooded in after the advertisement.
Tourists flooded into the city.

15. breach =% an opening or hole made in a wall; a break in friendly relations
The incident caused an irreparable breach between the two countries.

" ANALYSIS

Par@graphs
7-9

These paragraphs are the author’s observations about the initial reaction of her parents in their
reunion. While her mother shows instant and unconditional acceptance of their grandson, her
father’s attitude remains unclear. The author’s uncertainty is thus pushed to the climax, which is
indicated by the question at the end of Paragraph 8.

The following question could be asked:

What is the father’s initial reaction to the arrival of the author’s family? Try to pick out some
phrases that indicate his reaction.

Refer to Paragraph 8. Phrases and words such as “passive, greeted ... politely, peered cautiously,
stepped back in alarm” all show that the father was uncertain as much as his daughter. That is
why the author finds it hard to read his expression.

LANGUAGE WORK

16. shriek % to scream
The class was beginning to get out of control, and the teacher had to shriek at them to be
quiet.
17. tuck & to put in a secure place
Tuck that money into the top of your sock for safekeeping.
The post office is tucked behind the grocery store.
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Paragraphs
10-11

The father’s affection for his grandson is vividly described in this part. The readers can hear
the sweet laughter of the baby, and see the motions of his limbs and the tenderness in the old
man’s face when he plays with his grandson.

. usually woke for a bottle. (Paragraph 10) @& Here “a bottle
This is a metonymy, a figure of speech which consists of the substitution of the name possessing a
particular feature for that of the thing meant. The following is another example of metonymy :

”

refers to a bottle of milk.

The pen (i.e. the power of words or language) is mightier than the sword ( physical vio-

lence).

18. tiptoe g=% to walk on tiptoe to avoid making any noise
They tiptoed from room to room, afraid to speak above a whisper.
19. wail & (often derog. ) to cry out with a long sound (as if) in grief or pain
Stop weeping and wailing and do something about it!
20. gleefully g in such a way as showing great joy and satisfaction
The children are playing gleefully in the garden.
gleeful a.
He takes gleeful pleasure in watching politicians make fools of themselves.
21. tickle @&# to touch lightly with the fingers in order to make someone laugh
Most people hate having their feet tickled.
tickle n.
I’ve got a slight tickle in my throat and it’s making me cough.

Paragraphs B ANALYSIS .
12-13
In Paragraph 12 the author comes to be aware of her father’s real state of mind: “ ... wanted

to mend the breach as much as I had”. Therefore in Paragraph 13 readers can naturally expect the
tension to melt slowly during the rest of the author’s stay.

The following question could be asked:

What does the author mean when she says “... my father no longer defined our family by a

uniform set of features” ?
She intends to tell the readers the changes in her father. Her father’s acceptance of his cross-

bred grandchild is a sign of his eventual acceptance of ethnic differences. Here the author seems to
suggest that the biological relations between the grandfather and the grandson have prevailed.

. 5.



