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The Shadowland of Dreams Unit 1

a big contract. It was the opposite — a kind of siren call
tempting me to give up my dream. On the phone was an old
acquaintance from the Coast Guard, now stationed in San
Francisco. He had once lent me a few-bucks and liked to
egg® me about it. “When am | going to get that $15, Alex?”
he teased.

“Next time | make a sale.”
“I have a better idea,” he said. “We need a new pub-

lic-information assistant out here, and we're paying $6 000
a year. If you want it, you can have it.”

Six thousand a year! That was real money in 1960. | could get a nice apartment,
a used car, pay off debts and maybe save a little something. What's more, I could write
on the side. - ' ' 5

As the dollars were dancing in my head, something cleared my senses. From
deep inside a bull-headed resolution welled up. | had dreamed of being a writer — full
time. And that’s what | was going to be. “Thanks, but no,” | heard myself saying. “I'm
going to stick it out and write.”

Afterward, as | paced around my little room, | started to feel like a fool. Reaching
into my cupboard—an orange crate nailed to the wall — I pulled out all that was there:
two cans of sardines. Plunging my hands into my pockets, | came up with 18 cents. |
took the cans and coins and jammed them into a crumpled paper bag. There, Alex, |
said to myself. There’s everything you've made of yourself so far. I'm not sure I've ever
felt so low.

I wish | could say things started getting better right away. But they didn’t. Thank
goodness | had George to help me over the rough spots.

Through him | met other struggling artists like Joe Delaney, a veteran painter from
Knoxville, Tenn. Often Joe lacked food money, so he’d visit a neighborhood butcher
who would give him big bones with morsels of meat and a grocer who would hand him
some wilted vegetables. That’s all Joe needed to make down-home soup.

Another Village neighbor was a handsome young singer who ran a struggling res-
taurant. Rumor had it that if a customer ordered steak the singer would dash to a
supermarket across the street to buy one. His name was Harry Belafonte®.

People like Delaney and Belafonte became role models for me. | learned that you
had to make sacrifices and live creatively to keep working at your dream. That's what
living in the Shadowland is all about.

As | absorbed the lesson, | gradually began to sell my articles. | was writing about
what many people were talking about then: civil rights, black Americans and Africa.
Soon, like birds flying south, my thoughts were drawn back to my childhood. In the
silence of my room, | heard the voices of Grandma, Cousin Georgia, Aunt Plus, Aunt
Liz and Aunt Till as they told stories about our family and slavery.
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These were stories that black Americans had tended to avoid before, and so |
moStly kept them to myself But one day at Iunch with editors of Reader’s Dlgest I told
these stories of my grandmother and aunts and cousins; and | said that | had a dream to
trace my family’s history to the first African brought to these shores in chains. I left that
lunch with a contract that would help support my research and writing for nine years.

It was a long, slow climb out of the shadows. Yet in 1976, 17 years after | left the
Coast Guard, Roots was published. Insta'n"tlly I had the kind of fame and success that few
writers ever experi-
ence. The shadows
had turned into daz-
zling limelight.

For the first time
I had money and open

sidodrsoeverywhere o
The phone rang all the
time with new; friends
and new deals. |
packed up and moved-
to Los Angeles, where

l'could helpiin the
making of the'Roots
TVimini-series. It was:a confusing, exhilarating time, and in a sense | was blinded by the
light of my success.

Then one day, while unpacking, | came across a'box filled'with things | had owned
years before in the Village. Inside was a' brown-paper-bag.

I opened it;‘and there were two corroded sardine cans, a nickel, a dime and three
pennies. Suddenly the past came flooding in like a riptide. | could picture myself once
again huddled over the typewriter in that cold, bleak, one-room apartment. And | said
to myself, The things in'this bag are part'of my roots too. | can’t ever forget that.

| sent them out to be framed in Lucite. | keep that clear plastic case where | can
see it every day. | can see it now above my-office desk in Knoxville, along with the
Pulitzer Prize; a portrait of nine Emmys awarded the TV production of Roots; and the
Spingarn medal — the NAACP’s highest honor. 1d be hard pressed to say which means
the most to'me. But only one reminds me of the courage and persistence it takes to stay
the course in the'Shadowland.

It’s a lesson ‘anyone with a dream should learn.

(1 182 words)
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. Determining u-}m:intaa

- Choose the best answer. Do not refer to the text.

The main idea of the story is that

a.

Haley didn’t accept a job with'a high pay and finally became a success-
ful writer =

Haley recalled how his past experiences helped him to produce his
masterpiece Li

Haley recalled how he kept writing in spite of setbacks and poverty and
succeeded in becoming a writer at last

Haley showed that some dreams could come true while others couldn’t

B. Comprehending the text.
Choose the best answer.
1. According to Haley, there is a difference between “being a writer” and writ-

ing and the latter means
a.
b.
G
d.

a dream you cherish

spending hours at the typewriter writing
expecting the fame and wealth of a writer
mistaking “writing” for wealth and fame

2. Haley thinks that

a.

writing is in fact a lonely, private and poor-paying affair

b. only those who succeed in writing know neglect and poverty
(o]
d. only those whose longing is never requited know long periods of neglect

as long as you work hard at writing your work will achieve recognition

and poverty

3. Which of the following is true about Haley?

a.
b.

When Haley decided to work as a freelance writer, he was 20 years old.
When Haley began writing full time, he lived in a room with modern
facilities.
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o 2w oty Apyear.after Haley began writing full time, he found that he could hardly
support himself by writing. :
-+ d. When Haley-began writing; he thought that he was a great writer.
4. The call that changed Haley’s life was from
a. an agent-who offered to make a big contract with him
b. an editor who was quite interested in one of the books Haley was writing
€. anold acquaintance who made an offer tempting him to give up his dream
d. afriend who demanded him to pay back some debt
5. Haley didn’t accept the job with $6 000 a year because
‘a. he wanted a nice-apartment and a used car
b. the money was 100 easy
- :¢. "he couldn’t have any time for writing
d. -he wanted to be a full time writer
«i - '6. Haley-cited the exampies of Joe Delaney and Harry Belafonte to show that

-a. some people-never succeed despite their hard work
RS b. people who-have dreams have to suffer
© ~gi people have to make sacrifices to live creatively
d. successful drtists always. have dreams
Si Tt 7. What project put Haley in the spotlight of fame?
a. He wrote articles that began to sell.
b: He wrote essays about civil rights .
¢. He went south and wrote about his childhood.
s d. He researched-and traced his family’s history in his book, Aoofs.
8. When Haley rediscovered his sardine cans and eighteen cents years later,

he could hardly believe that they once belonged to him

he felt sad and cold, thinking of his past years as a lonely writer
he had them framed because they wen him a lot of awards

he thought that they were part of his roots and important to him

a0 o

G- Discussing the following topics.

: 1. Why did the phone call change Haley’s life? If you were in the same situa-
-tion, would you aecept the offer? ‘ )

%297 What legson did Haley learn in the end ? R

D Understandmg vocabulary.
“ ‘GHiébse the correct Hefinition according to the context.
1. For.every writer kissed by fortune there are thousands more whose longing
‘i never requited. . ‘
Yoot a0 § regonsidered b. realized ¢. required d. rewarded
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2. When | left a 20-year-career in the Coast Guard to become a freelance
writer, | had no grospects at all.
a. chances:of future success b. financial support
c. social connections d. -permanent job

3.  On the phone was an old acquaintance from the Coast Guard, now stz-
lioned'in San Francisco.

a. working b. found c. busy d. resting
‘4, What's more, | could write on the side.
a. full time- © b. as a secondary occupation
¢. with more concentration : d. with enough time
5. From deep inside a bull-headed resolution we/led up.
a. rose like water ‘ b. took shape
c. came into sight d. overwhelmed

6. Through him | met other struggling artists like Joe Delaney, a veferan painter
from Knoxville, Tenn.
a. poorly paid b. practical c¢. senior d. experienced

7. Often Joe lacked food money, so he'd visit a neighborhood butcher who
would give him big bones with morsels of meat and a grocer who would
hand him some wiffed'vegetables.

a. lessthanfresh. b. cheap c. edible d. less nutritious
8. The shadows had turned intodazzling lmelighHt

a. substantial success " b. center of public attention

c. places without shadow - .. d. fuli daylight -

9. It was a confusing, exfijarating time, and in a sense | was blinded by the
light of my success.
a. entertaining and interesting b. urgent and decisive
c. delighting and exciting d. critical and rare
10.- 1 opened it, and there were two corroded sardine cans, a nickel, a dime and
three pennies.
a. rusted b. used C. corrupted d. salted

2 Reading Skills

Using the Dictionary

Understanding the meanings of new words is important. One way you can
find the meanings of new words is-to look up new words in a dictionary. For a
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student of English, an English-English dictionary is indispensable. Dictionaries pro-

vide much information about the entry word.

L K K K 2 *

* 0

CE ‘%{!

Look at the followung example from The Random House College Dictionary:

domy Le. B

ra-call (v. s’kol; ritko:l ¥/ n. ‘rikol; mkoxl) wi 1,40 bring back to conscious
meraery; recollect; ramember. 2. to call:backisummon to return. 3. to bring
(one’s thoughts, attention, etc.) back ta matiars: previously considered. 4. to
revoke or withdraw. 5. (of a manufacturer) to call back (esp. an automobile)
for inspection or repair of a defective part. = 7. 6. an act of recalling. 7.
recollection; remembrance. 8. the act of possibility of revoking something. 9.
the removal or the right of removal of a pt".lblifibfficial from office by a vote of
the people upon petmon 10. the act of calllng back (esp. of an automobile) of
inspection or repair of a defective part. — recall able, ag/. — syn. 1. see
remember. 4. rescind, retract, recant, repeal; annul. 7. memory. 8. revoca-
tion, retraction, repeal; nullification. — Ant. 1.\forget.

From the above entry you can find ruch information about the word “recall”:

the different meanings of the word (It has ten different meanings, five as a
verb and five as a noun.)

how to spell the word

how to break down the word into syllables (syllables separated by “-”)

- how to pronounce the word -

how the word fits into the English system of grammar (what part of speech
it is: the word can be used both as-a verb anda noun)

synonyms of the word ‘

an antonym of the word »

another word that derived from the wcrd ( recallable)

Knowing how a word is used in a sentence, that is, what its part of speech is,

can help you pick in the dictionary the exact meaning of the word in that sentence.
Dictionaries use abbreviations for parts of speech. The following are some abbre-
viations. You can find a completg list of pacts of speech at thé begmnﬁag of most

dictionaries. , b .
Part of speech .- Dictionary Abbreviation
Adjective adj.
Adverb - adv.. .»
Noun S
Pronoun pron.

Verb V.
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¢
7@ ractice

Read each sentence below and determine the part of speech of

- the underlined word. Then, choose the dictionary meaning that
best defines the word and write its part of speech and meaning
number in the blanks.

1.

As she relived the suffering, fear and Aumiliation of the past 30 years, tears
rolled down her cheeks. »

Part of spéech
Meaning number
I'd say | wanted to go to the toilet, or pretend'to cry.
Part of speech
Meaning number
Afterward, as | pacedaround my little room, | started to feel like a fool.
Part of speech
Meanihg number

. Another Village neighbor was a handsome young singer who ran a strug-

gling restaurant.
Part of speech
Meaning number
| could pricture myself once again huddled over the typewriter in that cold,
bleak, one-room apartment.

Part of speech
Meaning number
The river was sefon gravel which let the water through.
Part of speech
Meaning number

3 Testing

Your Reading Comprehension and Speed

Directions: Read the following passages and do the multiple-choice exercises.
Record the time you have used and the number of correct answers you have got.
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?deut Reading

RS

The quest for success always begins with a target. As Berra once said, “You got to be very
careful if you don’t know where you're going, because you might not get there.”

Top many people wander through life like sleepwalkers. Each day they follow familiar routines,
never asking, “What am | doing with my life?” and they don't know what they're doing because they
lack goals.

Goal-setting is a focusing of the will to move in a certain direction. Begin with a clear concep-
tion of what you want. Write down your goals and date them — putting them into words clarifies
them. Rather than concentrating on objects to acquire and possess, focus on fulfilling your desires to
do, to produce, to contribute — goal-setting that yields the true sense of satisfaction we all need.

It's important to visualize yourself accomplishing your goal. While losers-visualize the penal-
ties of failure, winners visualize the rewards of success. I've seen it among athletes, entrepreneurs
and public speakers.” “

I've done it myself. | was terrified of air travel. Friends quoted statistics contrasting air and
highway safety, but it made no difference. | had read too many articles describing crash scenes and
imagined these scenes vividly. | had programmed myself, without realizing it, to stay off planes.

Then one summer | had the opportunity to fly on a private plane with friends to a resort. | didn’t
want to miss out on a great vacation. So | spent two weeks imagining a smooth flight on a beautiful
sunny day and an easy landing.

When the day afrived, | was eager to go. To everyone’s surprise, | got on the plane and flew.
I loved every minute of it, and | still use the techniques | employed that day.

o (290 words)

1. According to the passage, if you want to be successful, the first thing for you to do
is to o
a. find the right methods
b. be careful
¢. know your ability
d. have a clear goal
2. If you have a targét, you will
a. wander like a sleepwalker
b. know well what you are doing
¢. do the same work everyday without questioning it
d. work very hard :
3. Goal-setting means
a. concentrating on things you want to possess
b. listing all the things you desiré to have
c. focusing on doing things truly valuable
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2%

d. visualizing the penalties of failure

4. The problem with the author before he overcame his fear of air travel is that

he didn’t know air travel is safer than highway travel
he knew he was reluctant to fly but was unable to do anything about it
he read too much about plane crashes and tried to avoid flying unconsciously
he wanted to take a private plane instead of a public one
good title for the passage is
Define Your Goals
Visualize Rewards of Success
Overcome the Fear of Air Travel

2
a0 T pao TP

Sleepwalking Through Life

My father was 17 when he left the farm in Cameron, N.C., and set off for Baltimore to apply for
a job at the Martin Aircraft Company. When asked what he wanted to do, he said, “Everything.”

He explained that his goal was to learn every job in the factory. He'd like to go to a department
and find out what was done there. When the supervisor determined his work was as good as anyone
else’s, he'd want to go to a different department and start over. The personne! people agreed to this
unusual request, and by the time H. T. Morris was 20, he’d made his way through the huge factory
and was working in experimental design for a fantastic salary.

Whenever he went to a new department, he looked for the guys who had been around forever.
These were the people novices usually avoided, afraid that next to them they'd look like the begin-
ners they were.

My father asked them every question he could think of. They liked this inquisitive young man
and showed him shortcuts they had developed that no one else had ever asked about. These sages
became his mentors. Whatever your goals, plan to network with those who know more than you.
Model your efforts on theirs, adjusting and improving as you go.

(218 words)

6. The author’s father applied for a job at the Martin Aircraft Company and his
goal was
a. to be a good worker with a special knowledge about his work
b. to do everything assigned him willingly
c. to be able to do whatever job there was in the factory
¢. to be a good supervisor himself in the future
7. The request made by the author’s father was regarded by the personnel depart-

ment as
a. natural b. strange ¢. unacceptable d. over-reaching
8. It took the author’s father about _ years to be able to do every job in the

big factory.



