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ing specialist in the public schools. She has written books on reading in-
struction and has published in such journals as the Reading Research Quar-
terly, The Reading Teacher, Educational Psychologist, and _Journal of Educational
Research. She has served as President of the National Reading Conference
and the College Reading Association and was recently elected to serve as
President of the International Reading Association (2007-2008). In 2004
she was elected to the Reading Hall of Fame. Prior awards include the
1998 International Reading Association’s Outstanding Teacher Educa-
tor in Reading Award, the 2001 National Reading Conference’s Albert J.
Kingston Award, and the 2002 College Reading Associate Laureate Award.
Dr. Gambrell’s current interests are in the areas of reading comprehen-
sion strategy instruction, literacy motivation, and the role of discussion
in teaching and learning.
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University’s Graduate School of Education, where she is Chair of the De-
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Fordham University. Her area of research deals with early literacy devel-
opment and the organization and management of language arts pro-
grams. Her research is carried out with children and families from diverse
backgrounds. Dr. Morrow has produced more than 250 publications,
including journal articles, chapters in books, monographs, and books. She
has received numerous grants from the federal government for her re-
search and has served as a principal research investigator for several
research centers. She received Excellence in Research, Teaching, and
Service Awards from Rutgers University, as well as the International
Reading Association’s Outstanding Teacher Educator in Reading Award
and Fordham University’s Alumni Award for Outstanding Achievement.
Dr. Morrow was an elected member of the Board of Directors of the In-
ternational Reading Association and served as president of the organi-
zation in 2003-2004. She is an elected member of the Reading Hall of
Fame.

Michael Pressley, PhD, who passed away in May 2006, was University Dis-
tinguished Professor at Michigan State University, as well as Director of
the Doctoral Program in Teacher Education and Director of the Literacy
Achievement Research Center, with both roles part of his professorship
in the Department of Teacher Education and the Department of Coun-
seling, Educational Psychology, and Special Education. He was an expert
on effective elementary literacy instruction, with his research appearing
in more than 350 journal articles, chapters, and books. Dr. Pressley served
a 6-year term as editor of Journal of Educational Psychology. He was hon-
ored with awards from the National Reading Conference, the Interna-
tional Reading Association, the American Educational Research Associa-
tion, and the American Psychological Association, among others.
Dr. Pressley received the 2004 E. L. Thorndike Award from Division 15
of the American Psychological Association, which is the highest award
given for career research accomplishment in educational psychology.
Previous awardees include Jean Piaget, B. F. Skinner, and Jerome Bruner.
For many teachers and K-6 students, he was best known as the coauthor
of Open Court Reading and Writing, the reading series widely regarded
as the most scientifically evidence-based instructional program currently
available. Recent calls across the United States for balanced literacy in-
struction were anticipated in the conception developed by Dr. Pressley
in Reading Instruction That Works: The Case for Balanced Teaching, now in its
third edition.
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Literacy through the Communicative and Visual Arts. His many educational
awards include being named as the Outstanding Teacher Educator in the
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A TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL PRESSLEY
(1951 -2006)

The publication of the third edition of Best Practices in Literacy Instruction
is occasion for both joy and sadness. The joy is that we have had the op-
portunity to work closely with noted scholars to develop a collection of
research-based readings on topics that are both current and significant
in the field of literacy. The sadness is the loss of Michael Pressley, our
dear friend, colleague, and coeditor. Michael passed away in May 2006,
having worked on this third edition up until shortly before his passing.
We dedicate this edition to Michael with deep love and appreciation.
Michael’s career was prodigious and exemplary. He began his career
as a cognitive psychologist and then turned to research in classrooms to
learn as much as he could about creating the very best reading teachers.
He held positions at the University of Wisconsin (postdoctoral), Califor-
nia State University—Fullerton, the University of Western Ontario, the
University of Maryland, the State University of New York-Albany, and the
University of Notre Dame, and completed his career in the College of
Education in the Department of Teacher Education/Educational Psychol-
ogy at Michigan State University. His more than 350 publications in jour-
nals, books, and book chapters have made a huge contribution to com-
prehension strategy instruction, the development of cognitive monitoring
skills, and exemplary teaching. He served as coeditor of Journal of Read-
ing Behavior and Applied Cognitive Psychology, and editor of Journal of Edu-
cational Psychology. He was the recipient of many awards and recognitions,
including the American Psychological Society Early Contribution Award,
the American Educational Research Association Sylvia Scribner Award,
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