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1 LISTENING COMPREHENSION -msesssssssssssssssesssss

In the following sections, you will hear everything once only. Listen carefully and then an-
swer the questions that follow.

Section A Talks

Directions: In this section there are 10 talks. At the end of each talk you will be given 10
seconds to answer each of the 5 questions that follow.

Talk 1
1. The first electronic computers were .
A. slow and reliable B. creative and accurate
C. large and fast D. artificial and intelligent

2. The speaker feels that by calling these early computers “high-speed idiots,” people
were really implying that computers .
A. would never be capable of thought  B. were already somewhat intelligent
C. can never work as rapidly as people D. were as stupid as human idiots
3. The speaker believes that such words as thought and thinking
A. are terms that are not clear and will never be exactly defined
B. might come to be better understood because of research into artificial intelligence
and computers
C. have precise biological meanings that refer only to human mental processes
D. refer to clectrical activity in the human brain
4. In the speaker’s view, mental activities are characteristic of
A. all plants and animals B. some animals
C. human beings alone D. all animals

5. The speaker’s opinion regarding the possibility of machine thinking seems to be that

A. there are already machines that think B. this is somewhat possible

C. this is totally improbable D. this is somewhat impossible
Talk 2
6. Who invented the first sundials?
A. Ancient Egyptians. B. Ancient Nordics.
C. Ancient Babylonians. D. Ancient Greeks.
7. What is the first basic division of our natural world?
A. Day and night. B. The seven-day week.

C. The sun and the moon. D. The four seasons.
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8. According to western civilizations, what day is Mars day?
A. Monday. B. Tuesday. C. Wednesday. D. Thursday.
9. Which statement is NOT true?
A. Primitive man turned to the moon to find explanations for the natural events on
Earth.
B. Most people found the cycles of the moon were between twenty-nine and thirty days.
C. The cycle of the moon is no longer so important today as in the ancient time.
D. The moon is one of the seven planets that are visible to the naked eye.
10. What is the general tone of the talk?
A. Arrogant. B. Detached. C. Mystic. D. Admiring.
Talk 3
11. Who are the least successful in predicting a couple’s fate?
A. The couple’s joint friends. B. The male partner’s friends.
C. The female partner’s friends. D. The couple themselves.
12. According to the speaker, which of the following is TRUE?
A. People often turn to their friends for help in social activities.
B. People always believe that “outsiders” can offer useful suggestion for a couple’s
relationship.
C. A couple’s fate can never be predicted.
D. Only the couples themselves know whether their relationship will be successful or
not.
13. The participants of the study were asked to give their opinions on
A. the couple’s fate through the next 6 months
B. the couple’s closeness
C. the couple’s responsibility to the relationship
D. all the above
14. What does NOT lead the female partner’s friends to make sound judgments on the
couple’s fate?
A. They are not biased.
B. The relationship between female friends is more intimate.
C. They know the male partner of the couple better than the female partner.
D. They have more access to the relevant information concerning the couple’s rela-
tionship.
15. According to the results of the study, which of the following is TRUE?
A. Couples with more male friends are more likély to break up.
B. Couples with more individual friends are more likely to stop their relationship.
C. Couples with more joint friends are more likely to continue their relationship.
D. Couples with more female friends are more likely to succeed in their relationship.
Talk 4
16. Which of the following foods may help prevent cancer?
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A. Cabbage. B. Salmon. C. Garlic. D. Kiwi fruit.
17. When did researchers first realize that a country’s diet is connected to the health of its
people?
A. In the last few years. B. In the 1940s and 1950s.
C. In the past 20 years. D. 1In the 1950s and 1960s.
18. According to the researchers’ findings, which diet is healthy?
A. A low-fiber diet.
B. Expensive fare.
C. Food of more developed countries.
D. Traditional cuisine of relatively poor countries.
19. Which does the “peasant diet” NOT include?
A. Milk. B. Meat. C. Eggs. D. Secaweed.
20. Why did heart disease drop in the U.S.?
A. People ate more high-calorie dishes. B. People cut down overall fat intake.
C. People took in more saturated fats. D. People took in more polyunsaturated fats.

Talk 5
21. How many American companies are studying the anti-smoking issue?
A. About 35% of all U.S. companies. B. Only 2% of all U.S. companies.
C. About 20% of all U.S. companies. D. About 55% of all U.S. companies.
22. What is NOT a reason for companies to promote smoke-free work environments?
A. Smoking does harm to the smokers.
B. Smoking in workplace is illegal in some U.S. states.
C. The cost of having smokers as workers is increasing.
D. Smoking is harmful to non-smokers nearby.
23. In Eastman Kodak, how is the anti-smoking process democratized?
A. Employees vote on who can smoke in the work areas.
B. Smoking is permitted in all conference rooms.
C. Smoking is allowed if no one present objects.
D. The executives decide which work areas should be smoke-free.
24. What do we know about Abbot’s anti-smoking workshop?
A. The workshop consists of four sessions.
B. It costs $40.
C. The smokers pay all the money.
D. The company pays the money, if the smokers stop smoking for four months.
25. What does the speaker think of the future of the anti-smoking movement?

A. He is optimistic about it. B. He is pessimistic about it.
C. He is emotional over it. D. He is nonchalant about it.
Talk 6

26. What has been revolutionized by electronics outside the home?
A. Cars can be manufactured by computers today.
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21.

28.

29.

30.

B. Letters can be automatically written by computers.

C. Cash is kept safe at any time.

D. Reference information is quickly accessible.

What is NOT a problem brought by the computer and mentioned in the talk?
A. Many people use the computer to steal money.

B. It invades people’s privacy.

C. It endangers the national security.

D. A large number of jobs will be taken away from people.

What do we learn about the computer industry from the talk?

A. Tt started in the early 19th century.

B. It has now developed into a $ 120-million-a-year industry.

C. It includes everything from laser beams to weapons and video games.
D. Computer sales will be as important to the U. S. economy as the steel or auto industries.
How will computers change people’s lives at home?

A. They can lighten the room.

B. They can warn people against security dangers.

C. They can help people do the house chores.

D. They can make emergency calls to the police.

What is TRUE about computers in schools?

A. There are already more than 173,000 computers in public schools.
B. 22% of the public schools have computers.

C. Some colleges offer their students new computers.

D. There are going to be fewer students who own computers.

Talk 7

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

An ethnocentric person tends to believe that

A. culture shock is a good lesson for people from different cultures -
B. people should prepare for the differences between cultures

C. one’s own culture is the best among others

D. other ethnic groups have the same customs

Who is ethnocentric?

A. Most people. B. Every one.

C. The open-minded people. D. The conservative people.
According to the Cherokee Indians, who was first created by the Creator?

A. The white. B. The Indians. C. The red. D. The black.

Which of the following is NOT true about our food preferences?

A. Ethnocentrism is most commonly present in food preferences.

B. We tend to like food that is familiar to us and dislike food we do not know well.

C. We find some foods of other cultures distasteful because our stomachs cannot di-
gest them.

D. Sometimes delicious foods can be disgusting when we know what they are.

What word can best describe the speaker’s attitude toward ethnocentrism?
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A. Unfriendly. B. Biased. C. Admiring. D. Tolerant.

Talk 8

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

According to the various traditions of education, .

A. learning foreign languages is very important

B. it is no use to learn foreign languages

C. no foreign languages should be learned

D. learning foreign languages is the most important thing

Rcading a translated version of another language,

A. one can experience the subtleties of the original

B. one can feel the flow of the language

C. one might miss the essence of the original

D. one can experience directly the power of the original

The Spanish orientation _ .

A. is more affectively centered around a passive, relational world view

B. is more centered around a subjective world view

C. is more cognitive with a centralized and universalistic view

D. None of the above

Which of the following has not been mentioned in this talk?

A. Culture shock is a common experience for a person learning a second culture.

B. Greater understanding and communication with other cultures and people contrib-
ute to the achieving of world peace.

C. Many people study foreign languages because of a school requirement.

D. Different languages are always barriers that separate peoples.

Which of the following is the most suitable title for this talk?

A. Gaining World Peace.

B. Motivation in Second Language Learning.

C. Gateway to the World.

D. Common Humanity.

Talk 9

41. This passage could be entitled
A. Take Charge of Your Time B. Time is Life
C. Time Wasters are Impossible D. Time is Money

42.

43.

The speaker thinks that

A. it’s better for us not to buy things

B. taking care of too many things is a waste of time

C. we should take care of all the things we bought

D. we shouldn’t buy too many things because they are too expensive

The speaker would probably agree with which of the following?

A. Death pays all debts. B. Merry is he that has nothing to lose.
C. A stitch in time saves nine. D. In for a penny, in for a pound.
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If you write a letter to your friend when you are waiting for your turn in the doctor’s
waiting room, .

A. you see waiting as a gift

B. you experience waiting as a waste of time

C. you are stranded in the doctor’s waiting room

D. you are writing a book

45. Which of the following is NOT mentioned in the taik?
A. Ignoring maintenance. B. Idle waiting.
C. Unmade decisions. D. Not saying no.
Talk 10

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

What do the rich people worry most?

A. There are more rich people than ever before.

B. They are getting less pleasure.

C. Their wealth may affect their children.

D. The poor people become outrageous about wealth inequality.

As far as the average income was concerned, what was the ratio of the richest fifth to
the poorest fifth in America in 19797

A. 9 times. B. 15 times. C. 5 times. D. 40 times.
What is NOT one of the reasons that can justify people’s anger about inequality?
A. Public education is not open to all. B. Power is abused.

C. Opportunities are not genuinely equal. D. No enough jobs are provided.
Which of the following policies can benefit the whole country?

A. High taxation. B. The rich get richer.

C. The poor get richer. D. Narrowing inequalities.
According to the talk, which is NOT one of the main tasks for governments?
A. To encourage the poor to work to support themselves.

To provide opportunities for the poor to go to college.

To give training opportunities to the poor.

. To improve the social welfare system.

UOFD

Section B Conversations

Directions: In this section there are 10 conversations or interviews between two speak-
ers, At the end of a conversation/interview you will be given 10 seconds to answer each
of the § questions that follow.

Conversation 1

1.

Why did Sandy decide to study Psychology?
A.. To understand peopie and their behavior.



