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Abstract:

Contrastive Study of Phonemes between
Qing Dynasty’s Chinese and Other Languages in Sociolinguistics

—Concentrating on Pre-Modemn Chino-Japanese documents, Manchu documents and Romanized documents—

BY
Chunyu YANG

This paper is a contrastive study of phonemes between Qing Dynasty’s Chinese and other
languages from the viewpoint of sociolinguistics, including the introduction, the main discussion
with three parts, and the conclusion.

The introduction analyzes from the viewpoint of sociolinguistics the relationship of Qing
Dynasty’s Chinese with the other languages regarding the internal constitution and transformation of
the local language system of Pre-Modern Asia. It also explains the purpose, the significance, the
objects, and the methods of this study.

In the main discussion, three parts, concentrating on Pre-Modern Chino-Japanese documents,
Manchu documents and Romanized documents respectively, are developed on the basis of field
investigation and these documents are further contrasted with the phonemes of Qing Dynasty’s
Chinese. The concrete are as follows:

In the first part, Pre-Modern Chino-Japanese doquments, are further divided, for convenience, into
Obaku-zen Pre-Modern Chino-Japanese and Tang-Interpreter Pre-Modermn Chino-Japanese.
Concerning Obaku-zen Pre-Modern Chino-Japanese I have dealt with such issues as their entering
/tone (O\7), the ending of m  for some words, the mixture of Zhi-group (F1¥R)and Zhang-group (&
%H), the palatalizing of Jing-group({&#f), the notation of complementary distribution of the “n” and
“ng” ending, and the notation of no tones. In addition, I have analyzed the birth- places of monks
and priests who employed Obaku-zen Pre-Modem Chino-Japanese and the religious piety and
inheritance related diachronically with Kamakura Pre-Modern Chino-Japanese. So this analysis
asserts that original Chinese phonemes between the end of Ming Dynasty and the beginning of Qing
Dynasty that was the basis of Obaku-zen Pre-Modern Chino-Japanese is not the Nanjing’s but the
“southern official language” with the character of written language. In other words, when
analyzing the Obaku-zen Pre-Modern Chino-Japanese from the sociolinguistic viewpoint, I do not
deny their diachronically historic inheritance as the religious language. On the other hand, I argue
that the standard Chinese between the end of Ming Dynasty and the beginning of Qing Dynasty was
in fact a transformation of different dialects based on the traditional phonemes though “Nanjing

official language” had been accepted gradually.
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For Tang-Interpreter Pre-Modern Chino;Japanese, based on the analysis of the problems such as
no notation of the whole-voiced constants, the junction of v (#£}), A(E ), ((8eH), 7 ¢ F)and j
("%&EE), the mixture of Zhi (F1#H), Zhuang (H:48) and Zhang (EAE) groups, no differentiating of n
and / for some words, no palatalizing of Jing (}&§#f) and Jian(RAH)Xiao(FE#H)groups and the
notation of eniéring tone( A7) endings for some materials, I analyze the diversity of the
birth-places of Tang-Interpreters and the distinction of Nanjing, Quanzhou and Zhangzhou dialect as
their working languages. 1 assert that the original Chinese as the basis of the Tang-Interpreter
Pre-Modern Chino-Japanese was also the “southern official language” at that time. We can be sure
that the different official languages above were merely transformations of the southern official
language.

The second part, dealing with Manchu documents, centeres around HIBIHEETIESCE:, refers to 15
SCRESE and concludes as follows in comparison with the Qing Chinese. In the case of consonants,
as to the junction of v (#£}), the junction of w and v had appered in the Qing Chinese though
there were no distinction of them in fHSIEETIESCEE. For the palatalizing of Jian(R.#8)and
Xiao(FE#H)groups, this paper once again demonstates that the palatalizing of Jian( 48 )and Xiao(&
%H) groups were earlier than that of Jing (f5%H) in Qing Chinese by observing the enunciation of the
words in the lines of k, g and 4 in {E3ESE and the annotation of “shi(§¥)” and “si (7).
Moreover, the Manchu documents shows that the Qing Chinese had completed the rolling-tongue of
Zhi(F#), Zhuang (FE4R) and Zhang (E4H) groups and the junction of (8&f), 72 (2 H&F), without
the whole-voiced consonant. In the case of vowels, the vowel of e in Manchu language has two
sounds of /e/ and /o/, which are much related to the emergence of the /37 in Chinese. Also the
materials of contrastive phonemes in Manchu language such as |88 5T SUE: reflects in a degree
that the thyme of er in Chinese of the day had been formed, the rhyme of y was at the stage of /i#/
and the entering rhyme in some word of Xianshe (%) and Shanshe (IUFE) seems to have had
special marking. In addition, I assert that the formation of /ight voice (87%) and “er voicing (R &a
{£)” in the Qing Chinese then was affected by Manchu language.

In the third parf dealing with the Romanized documents, this paper studies the Qing Dynasty’s
Chinese centering around the Romanized dictionary and teaching materials of the so-called Nanjing
Mandarin and Beijing Mandarin in the 19th century. In brief, because the missionaries’ coming to
China had trade relations with the businessmen of five ports, their knowledge of the Mandarin had
been improved gradually as they came into Nanjing and Beijing. At the beginning, they once
thought of the Contonese as the most standard Chinese. Later their so-called Mandarin included
not only the Nanjing guanhua but also the South-west guanhua and the Beijing guanhua. Therefore,
based on the contrastive analysis of phonemes, I conclude that the Nanjing guanhua of Qing
Dynasty was merely one of the representative dialects of Qing Dynasty’s standard languages, not the

standard Pre-Modern Chinese, still less the standard Qing Dynasty’s Chinese. In this connection,
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though it is said that there was a tendency of fusion of the Nanjing guanhua and Beijing guanhua
languages between the end of Qing Dynasty and the beginning of the Republic of China, but, in fact,
it was impossible for the junction of southern and northern Mandarins without artificial mandatory
unification.

In addition, I touch on the length of the Pre-Modern and Modern Chinese vowels in the main
discussion. Based on the observation of the materials on the contrastive phonemes among the
Pre-Modern Chino-Japanese, Manchurian words and Roman alphabets, I argue that there was the
difference in the length of vowels for the phonemes of the Pre-Modern Chinese still in Qing Dynasty
and even in the first years of the Republic of China, which was ended with the disappearance of the
entering tone(AF). Moreover, the problem of the length of vowels of Pre-Modern Chinese is
connected with the problem of the development of light voicing(#87 )and er voicing(Je{LER) of
Chinese. Therefore, I assert that the length of phonemes should be paid as much attention as the
pitch and the strength of Chinese and I put emphasis on the importance of it for the further study of
phonemes while it is entirely focused on the study of the development of Chinese.

In the conclusion, I recapitulate the above contrastive study of phonemes between Qing Dynasty’s
Chinese and other languages from the sociolinguistical viewpoint, emphasize and deepen many
problems concerning the phonemes of Qing Dynasty. Also, I present a vision for the related future

studies for the construction of Asian local language system.
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