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Do you know?

4 ~
¢ What are some of the themes of World Expos
usually about?

* Where was the first World Expo held?
¢ What organisation set the rules for World Expos?

¢ When did flush toilets and artificial teeth first
appear?

e When did China first participate in the World Expo?

¢ What design won the Expo site competition for
2010 Shanghai Expo?

¢ What is the theme of 2010 Shanghai Expo?

Read this book and find the answers to these and
other questions. Learn about World Expos through

history. You’ll be amazed!




Introduction

1964 New York Expo




Exhibitions are common ways to show people new
things. Imagine a world exhibition with thousands of
companies from more than 90 countries! This is a World
Expo. It usually lasts for six months and attracts millions

of visitors from all over the world.

A World Expo always has a theme. It is usually about

looking toward the future and making people’s life better.

NOTES
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Introduction

World Expos show all kinds of things as exhibits. They
can be displays of new inventions. They can also be
cultural performances. They can even be copies of
famous streets or buildings from different countries

around the world.

Countries and companies often build large interesting

pavilions at World Expos. These pavilions attract people

to buy tickets to see the amazing exhibits in them.

The Soviet Pavilion,
1967 Montreal Expo

The Canada Pavilion, .
1986 Vancouver Expo g\%\

NOTES
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The first World Expo

The history of World Expos started in the mid-19th
century in Britain. At that time, Britain was the leader of
the Industrial Revolution. Many British people felt that it
was important to show their achievements to the world.
Prince Albert (1819-1861), Queen Victoria’s (1819-1901)
husband, supported the idea. He worked hard to

organise the world’s very first Expo.

@ NOTES

Industrial Revolution / reva'luzfon / Tl E &
achievement / o'tfizvmont / Bk, B4k
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On 1 May 1851, the London World Expo opened in
Hyde Park. In many ways, the first World Expo was a
great success. Thirty-two countries participated and
showed their best goods and inventions. More than six

million people came to visit. Britain made a lot of money

out of this Expo.

Britain used the profits from
the Expo to build several
museums in London. One
of them is the Victoria and

Albert Museum.

Victoria and Albert Museum

1851 London Expo site
&S NOTES
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BIE

After the first World Expo in London, there were

several other successful Expos. As a resuilt, every
country wanted to have one. Finally, an international
organisation was formed in Paris in 1928. It is called
Bureau International des Exhibitions (BIE) in French. In

English, it means International Exhibitions Bureau.

The organisation set rules for World Expos. For example,
an Expo should last six months and Expos should be

held every five years.

BIE now decides which city
should host each Expo. In
2002, it decided that
Shanghai should host the
2010 World Expo.

&[J NOTES

bureau / 'bjvarav / B, B, 4b
set rules 1T # M|
host / houst / £3f, 7




Introduction

Do we still need World Expos?

Many countries like to host World Expos because they
bring a lot of attention. Tourists from all over the world

" visit the Expo. They also visit the city and travel through

the country. This helps support the local economy.

But some people wonder if World Expos are still

necessary. International travel is becoming more
common and people can get information more easily
from the Internet and TV. So do we still need World

Expos? Read on and see what you think!

.\g NOTES
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World Expo facts

Circle T for true or F for false.

‘U\

4

6.

. BIE stands for Business of

International Expos. TiF

. Most early World Expos earned a lot

of money. T/F
There have been World Expos for
the past 200 years. T/F
A World Expo lasts for six months. T1F
. Queen Victoria organised the first
World Expo. T/F
You can enjoy cultural performances 4
at a World Expo. T/F
BIE set the rules for World Expos. T/F

People visit World Expos to see the
latest inventions. TIF
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