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This book is dedicated to those willing to consider exploring and
using crime prevention as a primary response model to addressing the
complexities of crime and justice. This includes especially my former
mentors who introduced me to the principles of crime prevention, my
students, and those colleagues who have made the journey a little easier
by their interest and intellectual challenges in my learning process.



Foreword

Prevention is perhaps one of the most difficult goals to achieve regardless
of what field it is being attempted in, be it a physical field like engineering or a
social one like health. However, for some fields, the idea of prevention is more
familiar and its importance is more generally accepted than others.

For example, within engineering, it goes without question that a basic
goal for the design and building of a bridge must be that it will be constructed
in such a way as to prevent it collapsing under heavy use or in adverse
weather conditions such as a flood. To achieve this preventive goal, engi-
neers will study, estimate, and apply optimal strength and usage parameters
in order to prevent the risk of an adverse outcome. As users of that bridge,
we understand this and, for the most part, accept and trust this advice. More
importantly, we expect that these calculations are done carefully and that
appropriate preventive/safety measures are in place. In fact, we would be
astonished and incensed if the safety of the public was compromised by these
preventive measures not being undertaken.

Similarly, we are all familiar with the preventive messages coming from
health experts about how to prevent and minimize our exposure to various
forms of illness such as infectious diseases like hepatitis or polio, or lifestyle-
related disease such as cancer or diabetes arising from obesity, now so com-
mon in the developed world. While some types of preventive health messages
may often be more contentious or difficult to sell than others (e.g., an effec-
tive tobacco smoking cessation message may be more difficult to deliver than
a message to promote the breast feeding of newborn children), there is usu-
ally a general acceptance of the legitimacy of the basis of the message (i.e., it
is based on a scientific evidence) and its objectives are seen as desirable and
beneficial from either a personal (e.g., the avoidance of an illness) or a public
health/utilitarian perspective (e.g., reduced rates of illness in the community
and associated costs), or both.

However, there are several other fields in which the prevention goal
remains less well understood or generally accepted. As a result, these still
struggle for the sort of political and community legitimacy and traction that
some other fields enjoy.

Two quite closely related fields that typically experience this challenge
are the prevention of alcohol and other drug-related harm and crime pre-
vention. It has perhaps been my misfortune to have spent my professional
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xii Foreword

career working in both of these fields. I have seen and worked with these
challenges in different and diverse roles as a senior government executive,
as an academic and researcher, and as a member of different civil society
organizations. This has led me to appreciate that there are dimensions to the
achievement of prevention that extend beyond the accumulation of a viable
and well-documented scientific evidence base about effective policies, strate-
gies, programs, and practices, as vitally important as these are. Some of these
factors include perceptions about the legitimacy of the relevant prevention
goal from the perspective of those affected by the problem that is trying to be
prevented as well as opportunities for participation and engagement in the
development and implementation of any proposed solutions. This is because,
to a large extent, the most effective strategies for prevention in both alcohol
and other drug and crime prevention fields involve action that will involve
some form of redistribution of power among stakeholders and communities
affected by the identified problems, once the nature of these problems have
been finally agreed upon, of course. Furthermore, the scale and nature of the
causes of the observed problems will frequently extend beyond the imme-
diate community or region and across fields ranging from social physical
planning processes, to access to and the delivery of human services, and into
questions of social and economic equity and the wider physical environment.
Inevitably, criminal justice processes end up being identified as just one part
of a suite of measures needed to achieve a comprehensive prevention or crime
control strategy. Indeed, in many settings, the criminal justice sector may
even be part of the problem.

This is where the value of this collection extends well beyond its decep-
tively modest title of Crime Prevention: International Perspectives, Issues,
and Trends. Most reviews of current knowledge about crime prevention tend
to limit themselves to specific areas or topics of crime prevention research,
policy, and practice without providing an adequate understanding of the
extremely broad range of inputs, processes, and associated outcomes that are
really a part of the modern approach to crime prevention safety. Furthermore,
other reviews frequently overlook the fact that what we understand as cur-
rent good practice in crime prevention has developed from the way that we
have incorporated effective processes for learning from the successes, and
failures, of earlier crime prevention efforts. Too often this very important
task of reflecting, learning, and building on past experience is referred to
merely as “building the evidence base” when in fact it is the much more com-
plex task of building and applying a proper understanding how what was
done to achieve a particular result was, at least in part, a product of the con-
text and time within which the crime prevention effort was undertaken.

Effective crime prevention is not just the successful implementation of
a set of projects to address a series of current problems. Rather, it is a con-
tinuous process that needs to be dynamically planned, implemented, and
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appropriately supported over time with an understanding that the issues to
be addressed tomorrow and into the future will not be the same as today’s
problems, assuming of course that the current prevention effort has been
effective. It is one of the great strengths of this current volume that its essays
provide us with the insight and skills to be better able to achieve this goal.
They show us that our current successes in preventing crime and assisting to
improve overall community safety did not come out of nowhere.

Furthermore, as we have learned more about how to undertake effective
crime prevention, we have also come to learn about what can go wrong and
where future threats can be found. For example, while one chapter clearly
explains how we need to think about future threats in terms of vectors that
are not currently factored into our planning and development processes,
such as the potential impact of global climate change on both the immedi-
ate and underlying causes of crime including access to basic resources like
housing and employment as well as its effect on migration and social dislo-
cation, another chapter demonstrates how we have frequently failed to give
adequate consideration to the governance and administrative requirements
for sustaining crime prevention effort. Each of these themes addresses issues
that frequently lie outside the normal planning parameters for prevention of
crime policy makers. They also highlight the importance of engaging with
those who may be seen as unconventional stakeholders in the crime pre-
vention enterprise, as well as potentially influential partners and collabora-
tors. This is well illustrated by the essays that seek to refocus our process for
engagement with the business sector, as well as rethinking the role of civil
society and the place of “victims” within the matrix of action that produces
effective crime prevention.

Finally, what this volume does so well is to help us to understand, develop,
and work with an agenda for the prevention of crime that is sophisticated yet
accessible at the same time; evidence based but also responsive and engaging
for stakeholders; as well as being transparent and legitimate in a way that
builds appropriate governance structures for sustainable implementation. It
also demonstrates the breadth and range of issues that need to be considered
to be parts of the crime prevention agenda while at the same time making
it clear that the science of crime prevention is a well-developed and compre-
hensive set of tools that can be legitimately applied to problems as diverse as
the effects of climate change on global populations, violence against women
and children, as well as specific socially marginalized groups in communi-
ties, transnational organized crime, local corruption, and the resurgence of
forms of fraud newly enabled through social media and personal technology.

In other words, this book shows that contemporary crime prevention
really is as sophisticated as any form of rocket science. But at the same time,
contemporary crime prevention is highly participatory and accessible and
is capable of being responsive to a rapidly changing crime environment and
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community needs and expectations. The lessons from this book go a long
way to equipping us with the tools for achieving the political and community
traction and legitimacy necessary for crime prevention to be effective and
sustainable over time.

Professor Peter Homel, PSM
Griffith Criminology Institute
Griffith University, Australia

Peter Homel, PSM, is a widely published internationally recognized expert
on crime prevention policy and program design, implementation, manage-
ment, and evaluation. He has particular experience in the translation of evi-
dence and research into sustainable practice.

He is currently a professor at the Griffith Criminology Institute at
Griffith University in Australia. Previously, he was principal criminologist
(Crime Prevention) at the Australian Institute of Criminology. Before that,
he was the first director of the Crime Prevention Division within the New
South Wales (NSW) Attorney General’s Department and the deputy director
of the Drug Alcohol Directorate at NSW Health.

He has worked extensively with government and nongovernment agen-
cies for almost 40 years and continues to work closely with international
bodies including the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and the
UN-Habitat program. He is currently an executive board member of the
Australian Crime Prevention Council and the International Centre for
the Prevention of Crime.

Over the past two decades, he has evaluated major national crime pre-
vention programs in Australia, the United Kingdom, and Canada, and has
been assisting with the development of new programs in SE Asia and the
Middle East.

In 2000, he was awarded the Public Service Medal (PSM) for outstand-
ing public service and innovation in the field of crime prevention. In 1997,
he undertook a Fulbright Professional Award at the RAND Corporation in
California.
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