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Preface

Why Write a Sociology Text? An Inclusive Approach

Why write a Canadian introductory sociology
textbook when there are so many out there
already? Our journey began with what we
perceived as an inability among introduc-
tory texts on the Canadian market to give
proper voice to Aboriginal and South
Asian perspectives. We don’t pretend we
can claim to have corrected the deficiency.
We have only begun a change, by incorpo-
rating more than ten authors from each
group. We acknowledge that this is not
enough, but we feel this marks a significant
change from earlier Canadian sociology
textbooks.

A Narrative Approach

At the same time, we realized that other
voices needed to be heard as well. While we
have touched on, and cited the work of,
authors from a broad variety of groups, rep-
resenting different ethnic backgrounds, cul-
tures, and sexualities, we felt that the best
way to make different voices heard was in
narratives, which we have incorporated in
each chapter. These feature a variety of per-
spectives informed by a variety of social
locations: Black, Chinese, Italian, Lesbian,
Muslim, Palestinian, and Portuguese. We
strongly believe that the narratives consti-
tute one of the most important features of
this textbook.

The narrative approach is a fairly obvious way
in which we think out textbook is a little dif-
ferent, but it’s not the only way. We are fairly
radical in our. thinking and were tired of the
dry, conservative bent of other textbooks, anqd
their general failure to include much or any-
thing about the heroes of our discipline, the
ones who have inspired us: Dorothy Smith,
Michel Foucault, Franz Fanon, Antonio
Gramsci, Albert Memmi, and (apart from a
perfunctory nod to his sociological imagina-
tion) C. Wright Mills. We decided to aim to be
much more inclusive in covering theories and
theorists. We have also made a point to
acknowledge women and people of colour
who have influenced and redirected the disci-
pline.

Breaking Out of the Mould

Another problem affecting introductory soci-
ology texts is the market imperative within the
broader political economy of publishing itself.
There is little interest in doing something dif-
ferent than what has already been done, and a
repetition of the same becomes the predomi-
nant modus operandi. It wasn’t until we
began the publishing process that we realized
how the conservative elements found within
the market were a factor in what materialized
as the final product. There is little tolerance for
difference only because there is little appetite



for risk, which results in reproducing what is
known to have worked before. We were fortu-
nate that Oxford, constrained by its own mar-
ket imperative and logic, has been as support-
ive as it has of this project.

Written by Canadians for Canadians

Then there is the Canadian nature of the text-
book. The idea of a textbook being Canadian or
expressing a Canadian perspective is rarely dealt
with in any real way. In many respects, texts are
considered Canadian when they use Canadian
figures, Canadian data, and Canadian research;
however, they may entirely overlook the history
and emergence of sociology in this country.
Canadian sociology, with its unique perspective,
& quite different from the sociology found in
Europe and the US. For instance, the focus of
early Canadian sociology was on rural life and
the resource economy, which speaks to a society
that is not highly urbanized or industrialized.
Moreover, the influence of the social gospel
movement and social work orientates Canadian
sociology, more than its counterparts elsewhere,
around issues of social justice. Even today, we
can still see this influence in the research that
sociologists do in Canada.

We are confident that this is the most Canadian
introductory sociology textbook on the market. It
is not an adapted American textbook with
Canadian extensions, nor is it a North American
textbook co-written by American and Canadian
authors. We designed this book, from the ground
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up, as a text for Canadian students, to teach them
about what we—Canadian sociologists—have
done, are doing, have failed to do, and hope to do
in the future.

Qualitative Methods—Not Just

Questionnaires Anymore

While contemporary sociology still engages in
foundational methods, there has been an expan-
sion of qualitative methodological approaches
that have been influenced by feminism, queer
theory, poststructuralism, postcolonialism, and
cultural studies, many of which had been ghet-
toized into other disciplines, such as anthropolo-
gy, comparative literature, and women’s studies.
And while none of these methods are new, they
have not been part of the methodological lexicon
in sociology. In order to represent contemporary
sociology and the current methods being used in
the discipline, we thought it necessary to expand
our methods section by incorporating and reflect-
ing some of theses practices. Beyond a conven-
tional discussion on both quantitative and quali-
tative methods we have included ethnographic
research, case studies, and narratives, as well as
content and discourse analysis, psychoanalysis,
semiotics, and genealogy. The idea behind incor-
porating methods not found in most introductory
sociology texts was to introduce students to con-
cepts, ideas, and themes that will be recurring
throughout their education. We hope, by present-
ing these methodological approaches, to inspire
their imagination.



Contemporary Theory and

Shifting the Canon

In terms of what is relevant within the disci-
pline itself, it becomes necessary to stress what
is current, what is being done, and who is
being studied. The discipline generally and
the theory specifically are exciting, yet we feel
that this is not being conveyed to our students,
who often see sociology as boring—and why
wouldn’t they. Sociological theory today has
shifted immensely, with theoretical influences
from queer theory, feminist psychoanalysis,
postcolonialism, and poststructuralism, as
well as people like Foucault, Lacan, Spivak,

In Our View
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and Said. Whether the exclusion of these influ-
ences and figures is the result of the status quo
or the belief that they are too complex for our
students to comprehend, it is a misrepresenta-
tion that in the end benefits no one, and one
that we have tried to correct.

A Visual Approach

A casual flip through the pages of this text will
reveal an abundance of photographs and other
illustrations. The photos are not just pretty dis-
tractions to keep students looking at the book.
They serve a purpose. We have chosen photos

It takes a number of people to put together a
book of this size and scope. First, | would like to
thank the people at Oxford University Press who
made major contributions to this project. David
Stover | thank for suggesting (twice) that | write
this book. Lisa Meschino, who signed us on and
contributed greatly to the first steps on this path
with her constant enthusiasm, should be
acknowledged, as should Eric Sinkins, who,
with amazing effort and diplomatic skill, got us
to the finish line.

| would also like to thank several of my col-
leagues at Humber. Les Takahashi, Jim Jackson,
John Metcalfe, and Joey Noble all contributed
to this work with their support and helpful
ideas. Librarians Jennifer Rayment and Marlene

Beck worked major feats of magic to make
obscure articles and books appear.

Closer to home, there is my good friend
Bryan Cummins, who saw to it that my pub life
at the Toby Jug kept me sane and on track in
this project. My dogs, Egwene and Cosmo,
proved, as always, to be useful distractions and
sources of constant emotional support.

Then, finally, there is my wife, Angie. She
supported me through the highs and lows of
this project, when | was not the easiest person
to live with. When the sands of my life shift,
there is always a rock | can depend on.

John Steckley
February 2007



and have written captions that we hope will
encourage students to adopt a sociological
perspective. The same objective is served by
the numerous critical-thinking questions scat-
tered throughout the chapters.

At the same time, we are aware of the power
of illustrations, and that they can unconscious-
ly give messages the authors of a sociology
book do not intend. For example, if you argue
for inclusion and diversity while featuring pic-
tures that predominantly portray blond-haired,
blue-eyed White folks, then your words and
your picture choices are clashing with each
other. And if you include a picture of a Native
person who is homeless, actively protesting the

|n Our View
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high rate of homelessness in Canada, you can
be serving conflicting purposes as well. Yes, the
face of homelessness in Canada is often
Aboriginal—history and systemic racism are
major contributors to this problem—and you
are being accurate in representing that. And it is
good to show Aboriginal people taking an
active role in fighting for a better position in
Canadian society. However, if it is one of only a
few pictures you show of Aboriginal people,
then, like the Canadian media generally, you
are merely reinforcing the stereotypes of Native
people as being homeless (the vast majority are
not) and as doing nothing but protest, rather
than ‘getting jobs like normal people.’

.| have used numerous texts throughout my
teaching career and have always been at odds
with both the representation and the pedagogy
that was being advocated. In many ways, the
sociology that | read, that my colleagues do, and
that | myself practise looks nothing like the
saciology found in introductory textbooks. | often
wondered why a discipline would represent itself
to young adults as something conservative,
parochial, and, well, boring, given that the dis-
cipline itself is liberating, dynamic, and exciting.

| would like to thank Oxford University Press
for giving us the opportunity to attempt some-
thing different, new, and—I believe—exciting. |
would like to thank Lisa Meschino, at Oxford,
who believed in the value of what we were try-

ing to do and shared our enthusiasm, and, also
at Oxford, Eric Sinkins, for his patience, creativity,
and input. | would also like to thank my family,
Angela Aujla, Anushka Luna, and Indigo West,
for tolerating my always ‘present absence’. |
would like to acknowledge all those who, both
real and imagined, helped me formulate a partic-
ular perspective that has allowed me to think crit-
ically about sociology specifically and society in
general, to which | am eternally grateful. And
finally, | would like to acknowledge my students
for whom | wrote this text, so we might better
understand together this strange thing called life.

Guy Kirby Letts
February 2007
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is true that the culture defines deviance—that
deviance is essentially a social or cultural con
struct—bat it is important to remember, as we
mentioned earlier in this chapter, that there is
seldom total or even near total agreement within
& culture as to what is deviant, In other words,
deviance, like other elements in a culture, can be
contested, meaning that nol evervone agrees

Wh viance is contested in any given

area, we have a situation known as conflict

A deviance. Conflict deviance is a disagreement

among groups over whether or not something

y ol marijuana is a good

is deviant. The

example. Possession of marijuana is ag

law, and is therefore deviant

12 survey conducted by the Canadian

Community Healt

urvey suggest that three

million people aged 15 and older use marijuana
or hashish at least once a year, which goes a
long way towards normalizing the practice
The constant debate over whether possession

of small amwounts of marijuana. for medicinal

The Manji
o legalize

'l Social Construction

a Party Book Store in Vancouver. The political party rums an a sing]

or even recreation use, should be legalized is

proof that marijuana use, though deviant, is a

focal point for conflict deviance

versus Essentialism

One of the reasons deviance is contested has to

do with the differing v

ewpoints of social con-

structionism and essentialism. Social construc-

tionism puts forward the idea that elements of
social life—including deviance, as well a

see, and other elements—are not nat

der,

bart are established or created by society or cul
ture. Essentialism, on the other hand, argues
that there is something ‘natural’, ‘true’, ‘univer

sal’, and therefore “objectively determined

sbout these elements of soaal life

When we look at any given social clement
we can see that each of these two viewpoints is

applicable to some degree. Alcoholism, for

platform which campaigns

parijuana I maripana becomes legalized does it coase to be deviant? (Phato £ M) Milloy, 2006)

Thought-Provoking Pedagogy
Carefully chosen photographs, critical-
thinking questions, and end-of-chapter
review questions encourage students
to adopt a sociological perspective and
see the sociology in everyday life. The
same objective is served by the numer-
ous critical-thinking questions scat-
tered throughout the chapters.

A
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