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Editorial

The book is based on the reports prepared within the project “Strategic
Environmental Impact Assessment of Development of the Arctic”, a Preparatory
Action funded by the European Commission, DG Environment (Service con-
tract 191 105/2012/637465/SER/E]):

* Stepien, Adam, Timo Koivurova and Paula Kankaanpii (Eds.) (2014).
Strategic Assessment of Development of the Arctic: Assessment Conducted
for the European Union, Preparatory Action, Strategic Environmental
Impact Assessment of development of the Arctic. Arctic Centre, University
of Lapland.

* Dahlbéck, Bjorn, Lize-Marié van der Watt, Kamil Jagodzinski and Paula
Kankaanpaa (2014). European Arctic Initiatives Compendium. Preparatory
Action, Strategic Environmental Impact Assessment of development of the
Arctic. Arctic Centre, University of Lapland.

* Tedsen, Elizabeth, Arne Riedel, Katherine Weingartner, Roberto Azzolini,
Frederic Guillon, Simona Longo, Corrado Leone, Outi Paadar, Anastasia
Leonenko (2014). Gap Analysis Report. Preparatory Action, Strategic
Environmental Impact Assessment of development of the Arctic. Arctic
Centre, University of Lapland.

+ Kankaanpad, Paula and Smieszek, Malgorzata (Eds.) (2014). Assessments in
Policy-Making: Case Studies from the Arctic Council. Preparatory Action,
Strategic Environmental Impact Assessment of development of the Arctic.
Arctic Centre, University of Lapland.

The reports are copyrighted by the European Union.

The contents of the book as well as that of the reports on which it is based
do not reflect the official opinion of the European Union. Responsibility for the
information and views expressed therein lies entirely with the authors.

The network implementing the project: Arctic Centre, University of Lapland,
Finland; Alfred Wegener Institute, Helmholtz Centre for Polar and Marine
Research, Germany; Arctic Centre, University of Groningen, the Netherlands;
Arctic Portal, Iceland; Committee on Polar Research, Polish Academy of Sciences;
Ecologic Institute, Berlin — Washington, Dc; Ecorys, the Netherlands; European
Polar Board and European Science Foundation; Finnish Meteorological Institute;
Fram Centre, Norway; GRID-Arendal, Norway; International Polar Foundation;
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National Research Council of Italy; Pierre and Marie Curie University, France;
Sami Education Institute, Finland; Scott Polar Research Institute, University of
Cambridge, United Kingdom; Swedish Polar Research Secretariat; Tromse Centre
for Remote Sensing, UiT The Arctic University of Norway; University of the Arctic
Thematic Networks: Thule Institute of the University of Oulu, Finland.

All project partners participated in the production of original reports, but
the opinions and statements in this book are those of the authors.
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Preface

This book constitutes an updated and expanded version of the report Strategic
Assessment of Development of the Arctic: An assessment conducted for the
European Union (SADA). The sADA is the final report of an assessment con-
ducted within the “Strategic Environmental Impact Assessment of
Development of the Arctic” project,! financed by the European Commission
Directorate-General for the Environment, and carried out by a network of 19
leading Arctic universities, research and communication centres with exten-
sive activities in and knowledge of the Arctic. The project was led by the Arctic
Centre of the University of Lapland and tested the initiative of establishing the
EU Arctic Information Centre.2 The whole project network participated in
the assessment process, drafting of the reports, and thus, contributed to the
production of this book; however, the text should not be understood as a com-
mon statement endorsed by all institutions within the network. The responsi-
bility for the publication and its content lies solely with the book authors and
the opinions expressed therein do not reflect the official position of the
European Commission nor that of other EU institutions.

The primary objective of the “Strategic Environmental Impact Assessment”
project was to increase the awareness about the Arctic and its changing politi-
cal, economic and environmental landscape, as well as to comprehend the
influence of EU policies on the future of the Arctic region by participating in
dialogues and information exchange between the EU and civil society. This
was implemented by using assessment as a tool to put together information for
the needs of decision-makers and for the benefit of a wider public. As a result,
this work is a content-rich snapshot of the development of the Arctic, and
at the same time an example how assessment methodologies can be used to
better understand the changes occurring in the region.

The assessment process started in April 2013 with the design of methodol-
ogy and selection of themes to be examined. Project partner experts produced
thematic factsheets. These served as background papers for the consultation
process that included thematic workshops and an online questionnaire.
Stakeholders had a chance to comment on the draft report and their feedback
has been implemented in the final stage of the assessment. The content of this
publication is therefore a synthesis of stakeholder input and expert analysis.

1 See project website at www.arcticinfo.eu.
2 See the website of the Arctic Centre at http://www.arcticcentre.org/EN/ABOUT-US/
EU-Arctic-Information-Centre. Accessed 20 February 2015.
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The proposed ideas for the enhancement of EU Arctic policy have been devel-
oped on the basis of stakeholder input, although they should not be seen as a
direct outcome of stakeholder consultations. The original report was finalised
in May 2014.

For this publication, the updated text of the SADA report has been expanded
by chapters summarizing findings of three other reports that constituted the
project results: European Arctic Initiatives Compendium, Gap Analysis Report
and Assessments in Policy-making: Case Studies from the Arctic Council.® The
process leading to production of these reports was conducted between April
2013 and June 2015. These contributions complement the discussion in the the-
matic chapters and are a rich source of information for all interested in the
European contribution to Arctic affairs and the role of assessments as tools in
policy-making.

The book could be of use particularly to those less familiar with Arctic
affairs and willing to broaden their understanding of the changes in the region
or the role the European Union plays in shaping these developments. The con-
secutive chapters deliver a balanced and up-to-date overview of a broad spec-
trum of Arctic issues. Therefore, the publication may prove useful also for
students or journalists.

The authors and the whole project network would like to express their
utmost gratitude primarily to all those who participated in stakeholder work-
shops and in the online questionnaire. Their participation and contribution at
various stages of the process was an indispensable element of the assessment.
The authors are also grateful for the contribution provided by numerous
researchers and experts, who are acknowledged in the respective chapters. We
also express our gratitude to Filip Holiencin for his help with compiling the
index. Last but certainly not least, gratitude is offered to the European
Commission and particularly the staff of the DG Environment for their contin-
ued support to the work of the project team.

Adam Stgpier, Timo Koivurova and Paula Kankaanpiii

3 All original reports can be found at the project website www.arcticinfo.eu.
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