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EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL
CONSTITUTIONALISM AFTER THE
TREATY OF LISBON

European studies frequently regard the economic and social dimensions
of EU integration as diametrically opposed, maintaining that this state of
affairs is beyond change. This edited collection challenges this perceived
wisdom, focusing on the post-Lisbon constitutional landscape. Taking
the multilayered polity that is Europe today as its central organising
theme, it examines how the social and the economic might be reconciled
under the Union’s different forms of governance. The collection opens
with a theoretical appraisal of its theme, before considering three specific
policy fields: migration policy and civic integration; company law and
corporate social responsibility; and the role of third-sector providers in
public healthcare. It concludes with three case studies in these fields,
illustrating how the argument can be practically applied. Insightful and
topical, with a unique interdisciplinary perspective, this is an important
contribution to European Union law and politics after the Treaty of
Lisbon.
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PREFACE

This book results from a ‘Multilateral Jean Monnet Research Group’
called ‘European Economic and Social Constitutionalism after the
Treaty of Lisbon: an Interdisciplinary Perspective’, which took up its
work in September 2008. The idea for the group originated in collabo-
rations between Hildegard Schneider and Dagmar Schiek within the
framework of the ITUS COMMUNE research school, where both had
attempted to establish a research focus ‘Economic and Social
Constitutionalism’, as well as in the contacts between Ulrike Liebert
and Dagmar Schiek, who had been working at neighbouring universities
for quite a while, often noticing that they had some overlap in research
interests, but not succeeding in teaming up for research.

The Jean Monnet Programme offered an ideal opportunity to acquire
the funds necessary to intensify these exchanges. When we wrote the
application in February 2008, the fate of the Treaty of Lisbon was not yet
decided. However, we bravely assumed that the eternal issue of tensions
between the economic and social dimensions inherent in the European
integration project would remain of prominent importance, and that
there was not a sufficient amount of research concerning their inter-
relation at different levels and with modes of EU governance. Moreover,
we supposed that neither stylising the Laval and Viking cases as a conflict
between the EC] and the Member States nor to newly suggest purely
procedural solutions to ameliorate the perceived subordination of the
social to the economic dimension of European integration would suffice.
Of course, we have been immensely fortunate to receive funding from
our main sponsor, the European Commission, based on those ideas. We
also acknowledge Leeds University School of Law for having provided
some additional funds during the project’s lifetime, as well as the
research support structures at Leeds, the home base where the leadership
and organisation of the project resided.

We are deeply appreciative of the participants to a conference in Leeds
in September 2009 for discussing our ideas and framework, among them
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several who later turned their contributions into book chapters, while
other contributors joined in later. Our greatest thanks, however, go to
our research team, which initially consisted of three research officers
(Stephie Fehr (LL.M) at Leeds, Dr Sandra Kroger at Bremen and
Dr Sergio Carrera at Maastricht). Sergio Carrera was subsequently
joined by Dr Anja Wiesbrock in Maastricht, while Andrea Gideon
(LL.M) took over the role of the Leeds research officer when Stephie
Fehr went on maternity leave. She was joined by Sadana Perera, combin-
ing project administration and research assistance; Dr Ida Wendt,
authoring the Leeds case study; and Dr Wendy Guns and Richard
Butterworth (MA), acting as editorial assistants in the preparation of
the publication. All of them have tremendously contributed to the
project and the results would not have been possible without their
engagement.

Final thanks go to Sinéad Moloney at Cambridge University Press,
who supported our publishing proposal from the start and, together with
Elizabeth Spicer, provided smooth editorial support for this project.
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