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Preface

SOME words are necessary to explain the scope and intention of this
book. It forms part of an on-going research on the dissolution and
reconstitution of the Malay social order by capitalist penetration
backed by the coercive apparatus of the colonial state to serve the
needs of the global expansion of capital. Each was determined to
order social life after its own image. Central to this enquiry is the
underlying belief that the history of a society is first and foremost
the production of man. It is the interplay of man, his toil, the fruits
of his labour, his consumption and natural reproduction that is the
basic concern of human experience through the ages. Each historical
epoch, however, shapes its own social order in which man the
producer is placed.

The movement from one historical epoch dominated by produc-
tion for use value to another dominated by production for exchange
value greatly altered human experience. By the late nineteenth
century Trengganu society was captured in the vortex of changing
historical epochs. Its world of yesterday differed immensely from
that of today. In the brief period of a half century Trengganu was
incorporated into the world capitalist system at its periphery,
mediated by the colonial state.

Contrary to established views local society did not simply cave in
to external pressures. Nay, for a short period of time the natural
ruling class was favourably entrenched wielding the existing
instruments of state power to further their interests in an expanding
economy. They succeeded—until the colonial state that understood
land, labour and produce as wealth-creating and marketable
commodities enforced its will. The producing classes on the other
hand were brought to serve larger imperial interests.

Written from the standpoint of the working masses the historical
experience of this period could be best articulated by an old Malay
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saying: ‘Raja itu berlangkah mara rayaat itu menyembah
kubor’—literally, “The ruler [natural, colonial and others] advances
[their interests], the rayaat [peasant, commoner and working man]
is left worshipping his grave’ (encl. 1, Syed Hussein bin Ghalam to
SUK, 6 July 1930, in CLM 48/1350).

Southeast Asian Studies SHAHARIL TALIB
University of Malaya

Kuala Lumpur

July 1983
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Source: ART,1918, p.17. This family tree is incomplete. Tukku Sayyid Paluh had an
extremely large family. When he died—a centenarian—on 6 September 1918, his
descendants, including great-great grandchildren, numbered more than 100.
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