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The Whale 9
® purse [ pais] ».
Chapter 1 Loomings small bag for money

Cell me Ishmael. Some years ago—never &

mind how long precisely—having little or no

money in my purse®, and nothing particular t0]),

interest me on shore, I thought I would sail about

a little and see the watery part of the world. It isaj @

way | have of driving off the spleen®,and regulat-
ing the circulation. Whenever I find myself
growing grim about the mouth®; whenever it is
a damp, drizzly November in my soul; whenever
I find myself involuntarily® pausing before coffin
warehouses, and bringing up the rear® of every
funeral I meet; and especially whenever my hy-
pos get such an upper hand of me®, that it re-
quires a strong moral prmcxple to prevent me from
deliberately stepping into the street, and method-

ically knocking people’ s hats off——then, [ ac-
count it high time to get to sea as soon as [ can.

This is my substitute for pistol and ball. With a
philosophical flourish Cato throws himself upon
his sword®; [ quietly take to the ship. There is
nothing surprising in this. [f they but knew it,
almost all men in their degree, some time or oth-

er, cherish very nearly the same feelings towards
the ocean with me.

There now is your insular city of the Man-
hattoes, belted® round by wharves® as Indian
isles by coral reefs—commerce surrounds it with
her surf. Right and left, the streets take you wa-
terward. Its extreme down-town is the battery@®,
where that noble moleq) is washed by waves, and
cooled by breezes, which a few hours previous
were out of sight of land. Look at the crowds of
water-gazers there

Circumambulaté the city of a dreamy Sab-|©

closed by drawing
strings together. /b
1%, /M
@ spleen [ splim ] n.
owness of sprits
KW, R
growing grim ab-
out the mouth: ex-
pressing more pain
b disgust A
FineE mE
@involuntarily[ in'v-
slantarili Jadv. done
without intention A
A
Bbring up the rear:
come last in a line EB
F: R 5
®hypos get such an
hand of me:
ﬁmﬁﬂTmﬁw

C thmws himsel
upon his sword: 5|

#lam
@belt [ belt] . fas-
tenﬁ“nth a belt FI#HF

3

©@ wharves [ wowvz ]
7. wooden or stone
structure at  which
ships are moorecl for
loading

@ battery baetan ]
n. blgguns

@ mole [ mau J:
stone wall built in
the sea as a break-
water B FOR

water-gazers: fik

bath afternoon. Go from Corlears Hook to Coen-| BRI A

ties Slip, and from thence, by Whitehall, north-
ward. What do you see? —Posted like silent sen-
tinels® all around the town, stand thousands up-
on thousands of mortal men fixed in ocean rever-
ies. Some leaning against the spiles; some seated

upon the pier-heads®; some looking over the| |

bulwarks of ships from China; some high aloft in
the rigging®, as if striving to get a still better
seaward peep. But these are all landsmen; of|2
week days pent up® in lath and plaster—tied to
counters, nailed to benches, clinched to desks.
How then is this ? Are the green fields gone ?

@ sentinel [ 'sentinal ]
n. sengy

@@ pier-heads:
edge of pier %

the
L

(Brigging[ 'rigin] n.
ropes Wthh support

a ship’ s mast and
sails X B AME AN
HARE

;(g %ent up: repress



10 The Whale

What do they here?

But look! here come more crowds, pacing
straight for the water, and seemingly bound® for
a dive. Strange! Nothing will content them but
the extremest limit of the land; loitering@ under
the shady lee® of yonder warehouses will not suf-
fice. No. They must get just as nigh the water as
they possibly can without falling in And there
they stand-—miles of them—leagues. Inlanders
all, they come from lanes and alleys, streets av-
enues—north, east, south, and west. Yet here
they all unite. Tell me, does the magnetic®
virtue of the needles of the compasses of all those
ships attract them thither®?

Once more. Say, you are in the country; in
some high land of lakes. Take almost any path
you please, and ten to one® it carries you down
in a dale®, and leaves you there by a pool in the
stream. There is magic in it. Let the most ab-
sent-minded® of men be plunged in his deepest
reveries®—stand that man on his legs, set his

_@bound[l.)aunéit]vi .
jump, spring B,
@ loiter [ 'loita | v.
go slowly and stop
frequently
®1ee[li:]yn. the side

away from the wind
B R
@ magnetic [ meegn-
etik]adj. able 1o at-
tract ﬁ‘ & ) gg
)
® thither [ '8id0 ]
adv. to that place
bk, stk
ten to one:; very
probably, +2Z LA
@dale’\deil] n. val-

ley 4%

@g'absmt-rrinied adj -
so deep or far away
in thought that one
is unawere of what

one is doing L FEE

feet a-going, and he will infallibly lead you to|&#Y

water, if water there be in all that region.
Should you ever be athirst@® in the great Ameri-
can desert, try this experiment, if vour caravanQ
happen to be supplied with a metaphysical profes-

sor. Yes, as every one knows, meditation and @

water are wedded for ever.
But here is an artist. He desires to paint you
the dreamiest, shadiest, quietest, most enchant-

@ reverie [ ‘]:Jesvaﬁ]
n. i t in
dreamy %EH:Q‘ZJ
@ athirst [ o'gaust ]
adj. thirsty BH

caravan [ 'keerav-
@n]n. company of
persons making a
journal together A

ing® bit of romantic landscape in all the valley of | 7B\, FBA

the Saco. What is the chief element he employs?
There stand his trees, each with a hollow trunk,
as if a hermit and a crucifix@ were within; and
here sleeps his meadow, and there sleep his cat-
tle; and up from yonder cottage goes a sleepy
smoke. Deep into distant woodlands winds a

@ enchanting [ in't/-
o:ntig] adj. cham-
ing Aﬁg,ﬁMﬂJ
@ crucifix [ 'krusi-
fiks]n . model of the

cross with the fia%ne
8%

mazy way, reaching to overlapping spurs®@ of | ZI#R

mountains bathed in their hill-side blue. But
though the picture lies thus tranced, and though
this pine-tree shakes down its sighs like leaves
upon this shepherd’ s@ head, yet all were vain,
unless the shepherd’ s eye were fixed upon the
magic stream before him. Go visit the Prairies in
June, when for scores on scores of miles you
wade knee-deep among Tiger-lilies—what is the
one charm wanting? —Water—there is not a
drop of water there! Were Niagara but a cataract®
of sand, would you travel your thousznd miles to
see it? Why did the poor poet of Tennessee , upon

of Christ on it

@dgspa.r [ 'zpu: ]fn.
ridge extending from
& mountain LI A X

B

@ shepherd [ 'fepad ]
n. man who takes
cire of sheep %

® cataract [ 'keets-
reektln. large stee
waterfall K T &

. 2]



“The Whale

suddenly receiving two handfuls of silver, delib-
erate whether to buy him a coat, which he sadly
needed, or invest his money in a pedestrian® trip
to Rockaway Beach? Why is almest every robust
healthy boy with a robust healthy soul in him, at
some time or other crazy to go to sea? Why upon
your first voyage as a passenger, did you yourself
feel such a mystical vibration®, when first told
that you and your ship were now out of sight of
land? Why did the old Persians hold the sea holy?
Why did the Greeks give it a separate deity®,
and own brother of Jove? Surely all this is not
without meaning. And still deeper the meaning
of that story of Narcissus, who because he could
not grasp the tormenting, mild image he saw in
the fountain, plunged into it and was drowned.
But that same image, we ourselves see in all
rivers and oceans. It is the image of the ungras-
Zlable phantom® of life; and this is the key to it
.

Now, when I say that | am in the habit of go-
ing to sea whenever | begin to grow hazy® about the
eyes, and begin to be over conscious of my lungs, |

=~y

D pedestrian [ pi'des-
trion | adj. connect-

ed with walks 347
iy

@ vibration [ vai'br-
eifn] n. shght con-
tinuous shaky move-
ment ﬂ ’ &

® deity { 'dioti ] n.

@phant’om[ 'feetom |
n t, some-

. ghos
thing without reality

M‘ 1)

Ohazy [ ‘heizi] adj .

uncertain, vague, s-

%htl confused A
b, W

® commodore| 'kom-

ado;] », senior cap-

tain of hippi
kne °¥?§% AL

@ whatsoever [ wots-
au'eva] adv. what-
ever, 2 whatever

do not mean to have it inferred that [ ever go to sea| KR ¥ E

as a passenger. For t0 go as a passenger you must
needs have a purse, and a purse is but a rag unless

you have something in it. Besides, passengers

)
® barque [ bak ] n.
sailing-ship with 3 to
5 masts and sails =

get
sea-sick—grow quarrdsome~—don * t deep of sl

nights— do not enjoy themselves much, as a general
thing;—no, I never go as a passenger; nor, though
I am something of a salt, do I ever go to sea as a

Commodore®), or a Captain, or a Cook. 1 abendon|on

the glory and distinction of such offices to those who
like them. For my part, I abaminate all honorable
respectable toils, trials, and wibulations of every
kind whatsoever®. It is quite as much as [ can do to
take care of myself, without taking care of ships,
barques®, brigs®, schooners®, and what not.
And s for going as cook, —though [ confess there is

®@brig[brig] n. two
masted ship with sq-
uare sails and an ex-
tra fore-and-aft sail
the mainmast —
PR A W AT (AL
TE,EEEEA
)
@ schooner| 'skuina ]
n. kind of sailing-
ship with two or
more masts and fore-

and-aft sails PAUR,

considerable glory in that, a cook being a sort of of- | ¥U#

ficer on ship-hoard—vet, somehow, I never fandied
broiling®) fowls;—though once broiled, judiciously

@ broiling [ hrailip ]
adj. be cooked, di-
rect contact with fire

buttered@, and judgmatically salted and peppered, | goke

there is no one who will speak more respectfully, not
to say reverentially, of a broiled fow! than I will. Tt
is out of the idolatrous® dotings of the old Fgyptians
upon broiled ibis and roested river horse, that you
see the mummies of those creatures in their huge
beke-houses the pyramids.

@tutter [ 'bats ] v.
cock with butter
WA

Pidolatrous| ai'dalo-
tras) adj. worship-

pl%jx%ggan idol B

U —a - g



12 The Whale

No, when I go to sea, I go as a simple
sailor, right before the mast, plumb down into
the fore-castle®, aloft there to the royal mast-
head. True, they rather order me aboutr some,
and make me jump from spar to spar, like a
grasshopper in a May meadow. And at first, this
sort of thing is unpleasant enough. It touches
one’s sense of honor, particularly if you come of
an old established family in the land, the Van
Rensselaers, or Randolphs, or Hardicanutes.
And more than all, if just previous to putting
your hand into the tar-pot®, you have been lord-
ing® it as a oountry schoolmaster, making the
tallest boys stand in awe of you. The transition is
a keen one, | assure you, from a schoolmaster to
a sailor, and requires a strong decoction@ of
Seneca and the Stoics to enable you to grin and
bear it. But even this wears off in time.

What of it®, if some old hunks® of a sea-
captain orders me to get a broom and sweep down
the decks? What does that indignity amount to,
weighed, 1 mean, in the scales of the New Tes-
tament? Do you think the archangel® Gabriel
thinks anything the less of me, because I
promptly and respectfully obey that old hunks in
that particular instance? Who aint® a slave? Tell
me that. Well, then, however the old sea-cap-
tains may order me about—however they may
thump® and punch me about, I have the satis-
faction of knowing that it is all right; that every-
body else is one way or other served in much the
same way—either in a physical or metaphysical
point of view, that is; and so the universal
thump is passed round, and all hands should rub
each other’ s shoulder-blades®, and be content.

Again, | always go to sea as a sailor, be-
cause they make a point of paying me for my
trouble, whereas they never pay passengers a sin-
gle penny that [ ever heard of. On the contrary,
passengers themselves must pay. And there is all
the difference in the world between paying and
being paid. The act of paying is perhaps the most
uncomfortable infliction that the two orchard
thieves@ entailed upon us. But being paid ,—
what will compare with it? The urbane activity
with which a man receives money is really mar-
vellous®, considering that we so earnestly believe
money to be the root of all earthly ills, and that
on no acocount can a monied man enter heaven. Ah!

how cheerfully we consign ourselves to perdition(3 !

@ forecastle n.
part under the bows
where the seaman
have their living and
sleeping accommoda-
tion i EHRTZ
KFM

@tar-pot 2. the pot
that contains tar ¥
i T

Qlord[ld] v. rule
over like a lord 5,
#A

@ decoction _ di'kok-
fenln. iBfT

® what of it: #f X
HEft4

® hunk [ hagk ] .
thick piece BB, iX
BRARELHA
@archangel [ 'atkein-
d3l]n. angel of high
rank KK, kX
#

®aint] eint] are not
,is not AR
@thump{ 6amp] v.
strike heavily H 7
{@shoulder-blades

n. either of the flat
bone of the upper
back, behind and
below the neck [B] 3%

@ the two orchard
thieves: #§ . 24 #1
gﬁ 0 G 1 R SR
(@ marvellous| 'ma:-
valss]adj . astonish-
ing, wonderful %3
i, B E

Bperdition[ pa'difn ]
n. complete ruin 7K

LAV K ]
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Finally, 1 always go to sea as a sailor, be-
cause of the wholesome exercise and pure air of
the fore-castle deck. For as in this world, head

@ astern { as'tom ]
adv. in or at the
stem of a ship 78 #ff

winds are far more prevalent than winds from|R

astem@® (that is, if you never violate the
Pythagorean maxim®) , so for the most part the
Commodore on the quarter-deck gets his atmo-
sphere at second hand from the sailors on the
forecastle. He thinks he breathes it first; but not
so. In much the same way do the commonalty®
lead their leaders in many other things, at the
samme time that the leaders little suspect it. But
wherefore it was that after having repeatedly
smelt the sea as a merchant sailor, 1 should now
take it into my head to go on a whaling voyage;
this the invisible police officer of the Fates, who
has the constant surveillance® of me, and secret-
ly dogs me, and influences me in some unac-
countable way—he can better answer than any

one else. And, doubtless, my going on this i

whaling voyage, formed part of the grand pro-
gramme of Providence® that was drawn up a
long time ago. It came in as a sort of brief inter-
lude® and solo® between more extensive perfor-
mances. | take it that this part of the bill must
have run something like this:

“Grand Contested Elaction for the Presidency of the
United States.
“WHALING VOYAGE BY ONE ISHMAEL. "
“BLOODY BATTLE IN AFFGHANISTAN. ”

Though I cannot tell why it was exactly that
those stage managers, the Fates, put me down
for this shabby part of a whaling voyage, when
others were set down for magnificent parts in

@Pythagorean max-
i&n LR ETR:
@ commonalty | 'ko-
menalti ] n. the
common people
RE#H( 5EHE
AHE)

@surveillance[ sa've-
lons] n. close watch
lgpt on persons W&

® Providence [ 'pro-
videns} #. God _k

® interlude [ 'int>-
lud] n. interval be-
tween parts of an
opera etc T fift, 6] &
@ sole [ 'soulou] n.
piece of music per-
formed by one per-
son JRZEH

® tragedy [ 'treedadi]
n. play of a serious or
solamn kind EE

@comedy| 'komadi
n. play for the the-
atre , of a light a-
musing kind B B,

high tragedi&@ , and short and easy parts in gen- MRRE

teel comedies@, and jolly® parts in farces—
though I cannot tell why this was exactly; yet,
now that [ recall all the circumstances, I think I
can see a little into the springs and motives which
being cunningly presented to me under various
disguises, induced me to set about performing the
part I did, besides cajoling® me into the delusion
that it was a choice resulting from my own unbi-
ased freewill and discriminating judgment.

Chief among these motives was the over-
whelming idea of the great whale himself. Such a
portentous® and mysterious monster roused all
my curiosity, Then the wild and distant seas where

@jolly [ dzoli ] adj.
joyful, gay, merry
R, e

@ cajole [ ko'dzaul ]
v. deceit , use flat-
tery or deceit to per-
suade or sooth U4
B RENR, R
@ portentous{ par't-
entas ] adj. omi-
nous, threatening
R
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he rolled his island bulk; the undeliverable,| Operillpersl)n. se-
nameless perils@ of the whale; these, with all|rious danger fEl

the attending marvels of a thousand Patagonian
sights and sounds, helped to sway@ me to my
wish. With other men, perhaps, such things

would not have been inducements@; but as for| of #4|,&

me, | am tormented with an everlasting itch@
for things remote. [ love to sail forbidden seas,
and land on barbarous @ coasts. Not ignoring
what is good, I am quick to perceive a horror,
and could still be social with it—would they let
me—since it is but well to be on friendly terms
with all the inmates of the place one lodges in.

By reason of these things, then, the whal-
ing voyage was welcome; the great flood-gates of
the wonder-world swung® open, and in the wild
conceits that swayed me to my purpose, two and
two there floated into my inmost@ soul, endless
processions of the whale, and, mid most of them
all, one grand hooded® phantom, like a snow
hill in the air.

Chapter 2 The Carpet-Bag

I stuffed a shirt or two into my old carpet-
bag, tucked it under my arm, and started for
Cape Hom and the Pacific. Quitting the good
city of old Manhatto, [ duly® arrived in New
Bedford. It was & Saturday night in December.
Much was ] disappointed upon learning that the
little packet for Nantucket had already sailed,
and that no way of reaching that place would of-
fer, till the following Monday.

As most young candidates for the pains and
penalties of whaling stop at this same New Bed-
ford, thence(® to embark on their voyage, it may
as well be related that [, for cne, had no idea of
so doing. For my mind was made up to sail in no
other than a Nantucket craft, because there was
a fine, boisterous something about everything
connected with that famous old island, which a-
mazingly pleased me. Besides though New Bed-
ford has of late been gradually monopolizing® the
business of whaling, and though in this matter
poor old Nantucket is now much behind her, yet|nmn
Nantucket was her great original—the Tyre of
this Carthage;—the place where the first dead
American whale was stranded®. Where else but
from Nantucket did those aboriginal® whalemen,
the Red - Men , first sally out in canoes to give

@ sway [ sweil v.
control or influence,
govern the Ei]n'ectnon
0

@ mducement [in'd-
jusment | n. that
which persuade or
influence, lead or
cause B , ZHHl
@itch(iti ] . rest-
less desire or longing

& barbarous [ 'batbe-
ras ) adj. uncivi-

lized , cruel BF 35 64,
KIFILH

©swung| swan] pp.
of swing, to move
backwards and for-
wards or round and
rourd, from a fixed
point & 3h , #EsE
inmost [ 'mmaust ]
adj. most inward ,
most private or se-
cmé’RMﬁﬁ
g, B

E@

hoodedh[hlic{:d]
adj. anything like a
hood M, 3. 11 4

B, X Bk f i

WEH
@duly [ 'djuli] adv.
at the right time i&
iu B0

© thence [ dens ]
from there Mt
monopolize| ma'n-
opalaiz ] vt. control
the whole of ,get or
keep a monopoly of,
so that others cannot
share %3, 20
i) str&nd[ strwd v.

(&) abongma] [aeba r-
id3onl ) adj . belong-
ing to a region from
earliest times



