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Preface

The history of animal-themed paintings
in China can be traced back to the
Neolithic Age around 6,000 or 7,000 years
ago when our ancestors used the imagery
of fish, bird and frog, which were closely
related to their daily life, as decorative
patterns on earthenware. In the periods of
Shang (c. 1600—1100 BC) and Zhou (c.
1100—256 BC), the sacred images of
dragon and phoenix were embroidered on
silk fabrics, while taotie (a mythical
ferocious animal), buffalo and sheep were
engraved on bronze wares produced in
batches. The stone or brick tombs of the

Qin (221-206 BC) and Han (206 BC-AD

220) dynasties were typically decorated
with relief sculptures of domestic animals
and battle steeds in particular. During the
Wei-Jin period (220—420) and the
Northern and Southern dynasties (386—
589), animals like horse, deer, tiger and so
on were also commonly depicted images
in the large frescoes in tomb chambers or
Buddhist grottoes.

In the Tang Dynasty (618—907) animal
paintings became an independent genre of
art, with Han Gan good at painting horses
and Han Huang noted for his “Picture of
Five Oxen” as the most representative

painters. During the following dynasties a



number of pet portrait artists emerged,
including Li Di, Yi Yuanji and Mao Yi of
the Song (960—1279) good at painting
cats, monkeys and dogs respectively, and
Zhao Mengfu of the Yuan (1279—1368)
and missionary painter Giuseppe
Castiglione of the Qing (1644—1911) who
were expert at portraying horses in various
styles.

Like ancient figure painters who aimed
at a likeness not only in appearance but
also in spirit, these pet portrait artists also
paid special attention to displaying the

unique motion and expression of different

animals. To achieve this goal, for instance,
Yi Yuanji had gone to remote mountains to
observe the behavior of wild monkeys. Li
Gonglin, a court painter of the Song
Dynasty, once watched the horses in the
imperial stable so attentively that he even
forgot to talk with his guest. And a story
goes that Zhao Yong of the Yuan Dynasty,
a well-known master-hand in painting
horses, had rolled on the ground
personally in imitation of a horse running
wild. Probably that’s where the charm of

ancient China’s animal paintings lies in.
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il Paintings of the Tang and Five
Picture of Pasturing Horses
Picture of Deities of Five Planets and Twenty-eight Constellations (partial)
Picture of a Groom (partial)

Picture of a Groom (partial)

Picture of Five Oxen (partial)

Picture of Magnificent Steed

Picture of Spring Outing

Dvnasties

Picture of Red Maples and Crying Deer

Picture of Returning from Hunting (partial)

Picture of Returning from Hunting (partial)

\nimal Paintings of the Two Song Dynasties
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Portrait of a Kitten

Picture of a Spotted Cat and Peony Flowers

Portrait of a Hunting Dog

Han Gan

Liang Lingzan
Painter unknown
Painter unknown
Han Huang
Painter unknown
Zhao Yan
Painter unknown
Hu Gui

Hu Gui

Painter unknown
Painter unknown

Li Di
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Portrait of a Kitten

Picture of Herding Cattle Back in Wind and Rain

A Copy of Gu Kaizhi's ‘Portrait of the Nymph of the Luo River’ (partial)
Picture of King Dongdan Going on a Trip

Picture of King Dongdan Going on a Trip (partial)
Portrait of a Rider Returning from Hunting

A Copy of Wei Yan's ‘Picture of Herding Horses' (partial)
Picture of One Hundred Horses (partial)

Picture of Monkey and Kittens

Picture of Emperor Minghuang Playing Polo (partial)
Picture of Emperor Minghuang Playing Polo (partial)
Picture of Collating Books in Northern Qi (partial)

An lllustration of ‘Songs Collected in Tang’ (partial)
Picture of Lassoing a Horse

Picture of Washing a Horse

Portrait of Cai Weniji

A Copy of Zhang Xuan's ‘Duchess of Guo State Going on a Spring Outing’

Picture of Weniji Returning to Han (partial)

Picture of Weniji Returning to Han (partial)

Li Di

Li Di

Painter unknown
Painter unknown
Painter unknown
Painter unknown
Li Gonglin
Painter unknown
Yi Yuanji

Painter unknown
Painter unknown
Painter unknown
Ma Hezhi

Yang Wei
Painter unknown
Painter unknown
Zhao Ji

Chen Juzhong

Chen Juzhong
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Picture of Wenji Returning to Han (partial)

Picture of a Horseman Walking a Horse in Open Country

Picture of a Tartar Hunter Shooting Deer in Open Country

Portrait of Four Rams

Picture of Cockscomb Flowers and Puppies
Picture of Puppies in Autumn Garden
Picture of Day Lilies and Puppies

Picture of a Dog at Play

Picture of Day Lilies and Frolicking Puppies
Picture of Hollyhocks and Frolicking Kittens
Picture of Herding Buffalos

Picture of Monkeys Sitting in a Pine Tree
Picture of Cats at Play

Picture of Cat and Dragonfly

Picture of Emperor Shizu Going Hunting (partial)
Picture of Emperor Shizu Going Hunting (partial)

Picture of Emperor Shizu Going Hunting (partial)

Chen Juzhong
Chen Juzhong
Chen Juzhong
Chen Juzhong
Painter unknown
Painter unknown
Painter unknown
Painter unknown
Mao Vi

Mao Yi

Li You

Fa-chang
Painter unknown

Painter unknown

Liu Guandao
Liu Guandao

Liu Guandao
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Picture of Emperor Shizu Going Hunting (partial)
Picture of Washing Horses

Picture of Washing Horses (partial)

Picture of Watering a Horse

Picture of Taming a Horse

Picture of Watering Horses in Autumn Suburbs
Picture of Ancient Trees and Unsaddled Horses
Portrait of a Civil Official on Horseback

Picture of Proffering a Horse as Tribute

Picture of Two Rabbits

Picture of a Pair of Sheep in Grassland

Picture of Steeds (partial)

Portrait of a Hound

Picture of Two Horses (partial)

Picture of Two Horses (partial)

Picture of Shooting at Wild Geese (partial)

Picture of Returning from Hunting in Open Country

Picture of Feeding Horses

Picture of Appraising a Horse (partial)

Liu Guandao
Zhao Mengfu
Zhao Mengfu
Zhao Mengfu
Zhao Mengfu
Zhao Mengfu
Zhao Mengfu
Zhao Mengfu
Zhao Mengfu

Painter unknown
Painter unknown
Zhao Yong
Painter unknown
Ren Renfa
Ren Renfa
Painter unknown
Painter unknown
Painter unknown

Zhao Lin
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Portrait of a Stableman and a Horse

Picture of a Pekinese and a Startled Cicada

Portrait of Emperor Xuanzong of the Ming on Horseback
Picture of Cats Under Flowers

Picture of a Fight Between a Tiger and a Horse

Picture of a White Horse Carrying Buddhist Scriptures
Picture of Crying Deer by Mountain Stream

Scroll Painting of Two Steeds in the Shadow of a Willow Tree
An Album Leaf of Historical Figures

Picture of Two Steeds

Picture of Pikeman Ayuxi Fighting the Enemy
Picture of Eight Steeds

Picture of One Hundred Steeds (partial)
Portrait of a Hound in Bamboo Shade

Picture of a Puppy Under Flowers

Ren Xianzuo

Li Ao

Painter unknown

Zhu Zhanji (Emperor Xuanzong)
Painter unknown

Ding Yunpeng

Painter unknown

Hu Cong

Qiu Ying

Qiu Ying

Giuseppe Castiglione
Giuseppe Castiglione
Giuseppe Castiglione
Giuseppe Castiglione

Giuseppe Castiglione
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Album of Ten Fine Dogs - Ruhuangbao
Picture of Eight Steeds

Album of Ten Fine Dogs - Mokongque
Album of Ten Fine Dogs - Qidianzong
Portrait of Baojiliu

Portrait of Xunjiliu

Album of Ten Steeds - Yingjizi

Album of Ten Steeds - Zizaiju

Picture of Emperor Kangxi's Inspection Tour to the South (partial)
Picture of Eight Steeds (partial)

Portrait of a Steed

Portrait of a Horse

Picture of Ancient Figures and Landscape
Portrait of Two Imperial Elephants

Picture of Deer and Magpies
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Giuseppe Castiglione
Giuseppe Castiglione
Jgnatius Sickeltart
Jgnatius Sickeltart
Jgnatius Sickeltart
Jgnatius Sickeltart
Jear Lenis Attiet
Jear Lenis Attiet
Wang Hui et al
Painter unknown

Xu Chengxiang

Zhou Xun

Ren Xiong

Louis Poirot, Joseph Panzi

Shen Quan



Animal Paintings of the Tang and Five Dynasties



For the first time in history, animal-themed
paintings began to become an independent genre of
art in the Tang Dynasty (618—907). The Tang was
a period encouraging a martial spirit, and from the
imperial court to the populace, people showed
great love towards horses. Naturally, there emerged
a number of artists who specialized in portraying
saddle horses. Among them, Han Gan, Cao Ba,
Chen Hong and Wei Yan undoubtedly enjoyed the
greatest fame. Han Gan’s most representative work
“Picture of Zhaoyebai” was an excellent portrait of

Emperor Xuanzong (685—762)’s same-titled

favorite mount. It now resides in the collection of
the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York.

Perhaps as famous as Han Gan’s “Zhaoyebai”
was Han Huang’s “Picture of Five Oxen” presently
being kept in the Palace Museum of Beijing. Dai
Song was another Tang Dynasty painter celebrated
for ox portraits too.

In addition, in the tombs of the Tang and the
following Five Dynasties (907—960), there is no
lack of frescos and silk paintings themed on

hunting on horseback.
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Deities of Five Planets and Twenty—

ions (partial)




